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1 TOMMY DUNN:  ... this
2 meeting of September 15th, 2020 to order.  We welcome
3 each and every one of you here this afternoon. 
4 Appreciate y’all coming out.  At this time before we ask
5 Ms. Floyd to lead us in invocation and pledge of
6 allegiance, we’d ask all rise, please, and have a moment
7 of silence for Carl Anderson’s family, a long time law
8 enforcement person in Anderson County and passed away. 
9 Let’s have a moment of silent for his family, our
10 thoughts and prayers.
11 MOMENT OF SILENCE
12 TOMMY DUNN:  Amen.  At this
13 time Ms. Floyd will lead us in invocation.
14 INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE BY GRACIE FLOYD 
15 TOMMY DUNN:  At this time
16 are there any corrections to be made to the August 25th
17 minutes?
18 CINDY WILSON:  Mr. Chairman,
19 may I?
20 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Wilson.
21 CINDY WILSON:  The only one
22 that I found was on page 22, line 33, and it should have
23 been save, S-A-V-E, rather than safe, S-A-F-E.  That’s
24 the only one that I found. 
25 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else?
26 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yes.
27 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Floyd.
28 GRACIE FLOYD:  On page two
29 there’s a discrepancy of the date.  Anderson County
30 Council, County Meeting, July 25, 2020.  First line on
31 page two, Tommy Dunn, August the 25th regular county
32 council meeting.  Was this just a late –- or is this an
33 error.
34 TOMMY DUNN:  I don’t know. 
35 Must be an error.
36 GRACIE FLOYD:  You don’t know. 
37 Does anyone know?
38 TOMMY DUNN:  We’ll check
39 that and if it is an error, we’ll correct it.
40 GRACIE FLOYD:  No one knows. 
41 Okay.  Anyway.  That’s a blatant error and that needs to
42 be corrected.  Thank you.
43 TOMMY DUNN:  Do we have a
44 motion to move these minutes forward with those
45 corrections?
46 CINDY WILSON:  So moved.
47 TOMMY DUNN:  Motion Ms.
48 Wilson.  Do we have a second?
49 RAY GRAHAM:  Second.
50 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
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1 Graham.  All in favor of the motion show of hands.  All
2 opposed like sign.  Show the motion carries unanimously.
3 Let the record show Mr. Wooten won’t be here today. 
4 He’s had a death in his family.  Keep him in our
5 thoughts and prayers, and his family, too, if we can.
6 At this time we’re going to be moving on to citizens
7 comments.  This first go around on agenda items only. 
8 You have three minutes.  When the attorney calls your
9 name, please step forward, for the record state your
10 name, your district in the county you live in, and
11 address the chair, please.  Mr. Harmon.
12 LEON HARMON:  Mr. Chairman,
13 we have one speaker signed up.  Elizabeth Fant.
14 ELIZABETH FANT:  Elizabeth Fant. 
15 I’m speaking on number 12(5), approval of tax year ‘20
16 millage and number 13, the budget.
17 I notice on there that in the ordinance it says for
18 the fiscal year beginning July the 1st, 2020 and ending
19 June the 23rd, 2021.  I don’t know that we’ve ever done
20 that before.  I thought it was always the very last day
21 of June.  I’m not sure why that’s happening.
22 I got a copy of the budget yesterday.  Have not had
23 a chance to go through it.  But I would advise all of
24 you who say you are conservative, this is the year where
25 you need to knock off a considerable amount of millage
26 on the budget.  There are people out here, small
27 business people, that have rental property that are
28 paying the rent and all the usual expenses, but are not
29 getting the benefit of the people coming in to take up
30 the difference between what they pay out and what
31 they’re getting on rent.  Same thing for people who have
32 duplexes.  There are people that are basically still
33 squatting there because they can’t be evicted for not
34 paying rent, and yet they’re still having to pay those
35 expenses.  There are a lot of things right now that are
36 different in this year than they ever have been.  We
37 need to correct that by giving the taxpayers a benefit
38 and taking off a hunk of the millage and not spending
39 money on anything -- anything -- that is not deemed
40 essential.  
41 And what I deem essential are if we have a pump go
42 out at a weigh station, that’s essential.  If we have a
43 lawnmower out here that cuts the grass, that keeps the
44 grass and the weeds and the rats from going over the
45 driveway, that’s essential.  If at a convenience center
46 you have a crusher that goes down and people can’t bring
47 their waste and get rid of it, that’s essential.  A
48 laptop, a computer, a new phone, a new vehicle and all
49 the stuff that goes with it are not essential.  This is
50 the year, if you are a conservative, if you have pledged
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1 to be a conservative, those of you who are, this is the
2 year you need to show it.  
3 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Harmon.
4 LEON HARMON:  No one else is
5 signed up, Mr. Chairman.
6 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you, Mr.
7 Harmon.  
8 Moving on to item number 5, there are no ordinance
9 third readings.
10 Move on to item number 6(a), 2020-018, second
11 reading, an ordinance (1) authorizing pursuant to Title
12 12, Chapter 44 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina
13 1976, as amended, the execution and delivery of an
14 amended and restated Fee-in-Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes and
15 Economic Development Agreement, by and between Anderson
16 County, South Carolina and entity know to the
17 County as Project Cutter, as sponsor, including one or
18 more existing or to-be-formed or acquired by
19 subsidiaries, or affiliated or related entities an
20 certain sponsor of South Carolina affiliates; (2)
21 authorizing pursuant to Title 4, Chapters 1 and 29 of
22 the Code of Laws South Carolina 1976, as amended, the
23 grant of certain Special Revenue Credits to
24 Project Cutter and three other related matters.  Mr.
25 Burriss Nelson.
26 BURRISS NELSON:  Mr. Chairman,
27 members of council, thank you.  This is Project Cutter,
28 creating a hundred jobs with an average pay of seventeen
29 dollars an hour, adding thirty-five million dollars to
30 an existing two hundred million plus at this existing
31 industry.  Of course, it is a great company.  Been in
32 business for more than forty years.  
33 The tax incentives that are offered are a
34 continuation of the same package that the company had
35 originally and just extends that to this thirty-five
36 million dollar capital investment.  
37 Community impact for this project, sixteen million
38 dollars in the first year, twenty million dollars -- 
39 twenty years is eighty-five million.  And property taxes
40 are current with this company.  Projected taxes first
41 year for the new investment, forty-eight thousand with a
42 projected over forty years of nine hundred and seventy
43 thousand.  
44 Thank you, sir.  That comes to council as a
45 recommendation from staff and the Advisory Board.
46 TOMMY DUNN:  This is second
47 reading.  Do we have a motion to move this forward?
48 CINDY WILSON:  So moved.
49 TOMMY DUNN:  Motion Ms.
50 Wilson.  Do we have a second?
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1 RAY GRAHAM:  Second.
2 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
3 Graham.  Any discussion?
4 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yes.
5 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Floyd.
6 GRACIE FLOYD:  Mr. Chairman, I
7 missed the last meeting because of a personal issue.  So
8 I was not here.  But I went through this ordinance on
9 second reading, 2020-18, and I was appalled.  
10 Now, I want you to just bear with me right now;
11 okay?  I want you to know one thing; okay?  I am an
12 educated woman.  I have what’s equivalent to two
13 master’s degrees.  I taught for thirty years.  I am not
14 a stupid person.  No matter what some of you think.  But
15 when I read over this thing here, I didn’t know what in
16 the world we were talking about.  And we have to vote on
17 this.  
18 Now, I don’t know how smart you are.  You might be a
19 whole lot smarter than I, and you might understand this. 
20 But this needs to be explained.  What are we talking
21 about here?  What is this all about?  Mr. Burriss -- I’m
22 sorry, Mr. Nelson -- Mr. Nelson, would you explain to us
23 in layman’s terms -- that’s terms that anybody can
24 understand for the first time -- would you explain to us
25 what this is?
26 BURRISS NELSON:  Yes, ma’am. 
27 This is an amendment to an ordinance that we passed in
28 2014 and an amendment to an ordinance we passed in 2017
29 for this particular industry that has created thirteen
30 hundred jobs with an average pay of about fifty thousand
31 dollars a year.  This is a manufacturing operation
32 expansion of that company.  And it’s adding a hundred
33 jobs that are paying an average of seventeen dollars an
34 hour.  So these are not quite as high skilled as some of
35 the others.  
36 The incentive is offered, though, for the expansion
37 and the jobs creation opportunity that this brings to
38 this company who keeps expanding and keeps spending
39 money in Anderson County.
40 Great job opportunities for people who don’t have a
41 lot of high skill sets but still gives them an
42 opportunity for health benefit packages, retirement
43 benefits, as well as a steady income.  And actually the
44 seventeen dollars an hour is above the poverty wage for
45 an annual salary. 
46 So it’s a good opportunity for us, good job creation
47 opportunity.
48 GRACIE FLOYD:  I sure hope
49 that helped some of you.  It helped me.  Last night Mr.
50 Nelson called me and we talked and I had him to explain



Anderson County  Council - County Council Meeting - September 15, 2020
6

1 it to me then.  Then I got to thinking, well, if I don’t
2 understand these political terms maybe they don’t
3 either.  So I hope it helped you.  I know a lot of you
4 up here might already know that.  Some were shaking
5 their heads when I asked the question.  But some of them
6 may know if they get together and talk about these
7 things.  But this is so you can know what’s going on in
8 your county, too.  Thank you.
9 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else? 
10 All in favor of the motion show of hands.  All opposed
11 like sign.  Show the motion carries unanimously.
12 Moving on to item number 7(a), ordinance first
13 reading, 2020-021, an ordinance to approve a template
14 Lease Agreement for Incubator/Soft Landing Economic
15 Development Projects at Anderson County's Facility at
16 1428 Pearman Dairy Road.  Mr. Nelson.
17 BURRISS NELSON:  Thank you, Mr.
18 Chairman, members of council.  As you know, Anderson
19 County is in possession of five hundred thousand square
20 feet of space at 1428 Pearman Dairy Road, the former TTI
21 building.  That building had two hundred thousand square
22 feet of office space and three hundred thousand square
23 feet of warehouse manufacturing space.  
24 And the county has been able to divide that up into
25 three sections.  The center section has been dedicated
26 for the most part, about a hundred and fifty thousand
27 square feet, for economic development purposes.  Those
28 economic development purposes include training, as well
29 as workforce development opportunities, job fairs. 
30 We’ve even had several of our major companies who have
31 needed an offsite location to do job interviews, and
32 we’ve been able to use that space for that purpose. 
33 But the main purpose for this is to be able to have
34 a lease that allows incubator companies, as well as soft
35 landing companies, to come into that space to be able to
36 create job opportunities, and ultimately capital
37 investment for Anderson County.  
38 The incubator space is designed for start-up
39 companies that don’t have a lot of capital, but they
40 have a great idea, a great company opportunity, a great
41 jobs creation opportunity.  And we actually have three
42 companies that I think have great potential that are
43 ready to come aboard with us in this space.  Matter of
44 fact, I talked to a fourth small company today.  So we
45 have the potential of four companies to come as
46 incubator space.
47 The idea behind the incubator space is to provide
48 the space at a very low cost.  Basically just for what
49 the maintenance and utility costs are, power and phone,
50 and give them a chance to get up and running, take their
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1 idea and make it profitable, stable and operational. 
2 And after a year’s time then our expectation is for them
3 to move out of that space and go to a space where
4 they’re paying a regular rent and to be able to hire
5 more people.  But the point is, is to get them
6 profitable and operational.  
7 Then the same thing with the soft landing space.  If
8 we have a company who comes here and they are -- need to
9 deliver a product almost immediately for their client on
10 the other end of their production and there’s not a
11 building available and they’re going to have to build
12 it, their product that they’re supplying is in immediate
13 demand, then we can allow them to use some space in the
14 warehouse to set up a manufacturing operation quickly,
15 be able to supply product to their end client, while
16 their building is being either remodeled or a new
17 building is being built -- being constructed for their
18 manufacturing operation.  
19 So this allows us to be able to offer a little
20 extra, as part of their incentive package, a little
21 extra to a company that may choose another county nearby
22 that has maybe an existing building that could work when
23 they really had rather be in Anderson County because of
24 our excellent labor force and some of the other
25 advantages that we have here in our county.  So this
26 gives us a chance to recruit them instead of losing
27 them.  We’ve lost companies in the past.
28 This comes to council as a recommendation from
29 staff, as well as from the Economic Development Advisory
30 Board.
31 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you, Mr.
32 Nelson.  Do we have a motion to move this forward?
33 JIMMY DAVIS:  So moved.
34 CINDY WILSON:  Second.
35 TOMMY DUNN:  Motion Mr.
36 Davis and second Ms. Wilson.  Do we have discussion?
37 CINDY WILSON:  Yes, sir, may
38 I?
39 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Wilson.
40 CINDY WILSON:  Am I
41 understanding that we will cover the cost of utilities
42 until they’re -- we’ll pass it on to them?
43 BURRISS NELSON:  Yeah.
44 CINDY WILSON:  Okay.  Thank
45 you.
46 BURRISS NELSON:  It’s a small
47 rate, but it’s a rate that’s used in the calculation of
48 how lease agreements are set up for the utility portion,
49 power and phones.  They’ll pay that amount.
50 CINDY WILSON:  Good, because
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1 power and so forth in the budget went way up high.  
2 BURRISS NELSON:  Yes, ma’am.
3 CINDY WILSON:  Two
4 corrections, if I may?  On page three, I guess it’s the
5 fifth line up, which may be.  It just said which may. 
6 And on page five in about the middle of item 9, such an
7 event, instead of such in event.  
8 This will be a nice offering to help encourage
9 business development in our county.  Thank you.
10 RAY GRAHAM:  Mr. Chairman.
11 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Graham.
12 RAY GRAHAM:  I assume if
13 there’s any retrofitting of the building, whatever, I
14 mean, we’ll work out something where they’ll be partly
15 responsible for that?
16 BURRISS NELSON:  I didn’t
17 understand the first part ---
18 TOMMY DUNN:  Any kind of
19 construction ---
20 RAY GRAHAM:  As far as any
21 kind of retrofitting or ---
22 BURRISS NELSON:  Yes, sir.  If
23 they need to -- and they certainly will need to run
24 electric lines from the transformers to their site for
25 their equipment.  And the other half of that is, is that
26 we anticipate that they will have to have some walls for
27 their own security purposes, and we anticipate that they
28 will and we will require that they will build their own
29 eight foot, ten foot chainlink fence.  They can cover
30 that over.  But our anticipation also is that they will
31 that chainlink fence behind for the next client that
32 comes along or opportunity that comes along.
33 RAY GRAHAM:  Is there any
34 type of assurance -- I mean I know ideally we’re wanting
35 to get someone in and kind of basically put them in a
36 position of success.  I assume we’re putting some type
37 of assurance that they’re going to stay in Anderson and
38 they’re not going to go into a neighboring county after
39 that year?
40 BURRISS NELSON:  Well, we will
41 work with them on a handshake basis on that part of it. 
42 Obviously we couldn’t force somebody.  But certainly the
43 understanding and one of the qualifiers for is our
44 understanding that they would be an Anderson County
45 resident in operation.  Yes, sir.
46 RAY GRAHAM:  Thank you. 
47 Appreciate everything you guys do.
48 BURRISS NELSON:  Yes, sir.  
49 Thank you.
50 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else?
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1 BRETT SANDERS:  Mr. Chairman.
2 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Sanders.
3 BRETT SANDERS:  Mr. Nelson, do
4 you know what the minimum liability coverage they would
5 have to have?  Is that incorporated in the lease?  Some
6 type of insurance?
7 BURRISS NELSON:  I don’t know
8 exactly how that’s worded in there.  Mr. Harmon would
9 know.  But we do have a liability requirement; yes, sir. 
10 BRETT SANDERS:  Okay.  Good
11 enough.  Thank you.
12 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else? 
13 All in favor of the motion show of hands.  All opposed
14 like sign.  Show the motion carries.
15 BURRISS NELSON:  Thank you so
16 much.
17 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you and
18 your team.
19 Moving on to item number 7(b), first reading,
20 2020-022, an ordinance to amend Section 2-38-(c)(4) of
21 the Code of Ordinances, Anderson, South Carolina, so as
22 to establish that each speaker will be allowed not
23 more than three minutes to address the matter for which
24 a public hearing has been scheduled.  
25 I’ll talk a little about this.  I put this on the
26 agenda to clear something up.  What we’ve got now,
27 there’s been a misunderstanding for years.  Done some
28 research a while back.  The public hearing is unlimited
29 in time.  But that unlimited time means if a hundred
30 people show up to talk all hundred of them get to talk. 
31 Not all hundred of them can talk unlimited time.  It’s
32 for three minutes just to clear it up instead of whoever
33 the chairman is having to weigh out, heard enough, let’s
34 move on.  This makes it a little more cut and dry like
35 this.  
36 I put that in the form of a motion.
37 RAY GRAHAM:  Second.
38 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
39 Graham.  Any discussion?
40 CINDY WILSON:  Mr. Chairman,
41 may I?
42 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Wilson.
43 CINDY WILSON:  This in no way
44 precludes a citizen from putting an item on the agenda
45 before the agenda closes if they have more information
46 to share with us, or sending it to us?
47 TOMMY DUNN:  This is only
48 pertaining to public hearings.
49 GRACIE FLOYD:  Mr. Chair.
50 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Floyd.
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1 GRACIE FLOYD:  Okay.  I oppose
2 this terribly.  It’s taking away some of the rights, few
3 rights, that the people have dealing with the county. 
4 In the past twenty-one years that I have been up here,
5 we have always had public hearings where anybody, any
6 place, any color, any kind could come up and say what
7 they had to say.  Taking it down to three minutes is
8 almost impossible.  
9 We have a thing in there that says that the county
10 chair at any time get the people together and elect a
11 spokesperson if it’s a lot of people.  You elect a
12 spokesperson to come in to talk for everybody with
13 unlimited time.  But to cut everything off to three
14 minutes.  Can anybody say what they really have to say
15 in three minutes?  I can, but you wouldn’t want to hear
16 it.  I think that we need to leave it as it is.  Just
17 because it’s long and you get tired up here, go home. 
18 Give the people a chance to say what they have to say. 
19 Anybody.  Three minutes just won’t do it.  
20 When we had the airport discussion, we had a lot of
21 people come then and everybody said what they had to
22 say.  When District 4 came up to complain about their
23 issues going on, everybody spoke.  When these people got
24 up to speak -- and there was another issue up in
25 District 4 where the people wanted to speak so badly
26 that they all got up and formed a line from the old
27 county center from the back all the way back to the
28 front.  You remember that.  Nobody died up here from
29 boredom.  Nobody died from that.  Nobody got up and
30 left.  But some people are just impatient.  But if you
31 all sit down and let this pass, you have given away some
32 of your rights that had something to say about what goes
33 on up here.  Thank you.
34 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else?  
35 Again, I want to reiterate, this is taking no rights
36 away from nobody.  Everybody’s still got a right to
37 talk.  This rule never was intended when it was made up. 
38 It hasn’t been in effect twenty-one years on public
39 hearings.  This is just to clarify everything, keep the
40 chairman from having to gavel somebody down after they
41 think they’ve heard too much.  Makes it a little bit
42 more clear.  And everybody has talked before at the
43 first of the meeting and later in the meeting, it’s
44 three minutes, and I think we’ve done pretty well about
45 getting that in.  
46 Most of us stay here from the start of the meeting
47 to the end of the meeting.  We don’t get up and walk
48 out. 
49 Call for the vote now.  All in favor of the motion
50 show of hands.  All opposed ---
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1 GRACIE FLOYD:  Watch closely.
2 TOMMY DUNN:  Show the motion
3 carries, Mr. Davis, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Graham
4 and Ms. Wilson in favor.  Ms. Floyd opposes.
5 CINDY WILSON:  Mr. Chairman,
6 may I make a quick comment?
7 TOMMY DUNN:  Yes, ma’am. 
8 CINDY WILSON:  We will have a
9 public hearing on this.
10 TOMMY DUNN:  That’s right.
11 We’ll be moving on to item number 8, resolutions. 
12 There are none.
13 Moving on to number 9, rural infrastructure
14 authority grant, Stone Haven sewer.  Mr. Burns.
15 RUSTY BURNS:  Mr. Chairman,
16 we request the permission to apply for this grant.  We
17 would be getting six hundred and thirty-three thousand
18 dollars for this grant.  We would have put in two
19 hundred and thirty-three thousand.  This is in the Stone
20 Haven area where we’ve had continuous problems,
21 continuous problems with flooding.  This would rectify
22 all the problems in that area.  
23 The grant would cover sixty-eight percent of it and
24 we would be putting in the balance.  The funding from
25 the county side would come from the sewer fund.
26 TOMMY DUNN:  Do we have a
27 motion to put this forward?
28 CINDY WILSON:  So moved. 
29 TOMMY DUNN:  Motion Ms.
30 Wilson.  Do we have a second? 
31 JIMMY DAVIS:  Second.
32 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
33 Davis.  Any discussion?  All in favor of the motion show
34 of hands.  All opposed.  Show the motion carries.
35 GRACIE FLOYD:  No.
36 TOMMY DUNN:  I said motion
37 carries.
38 GRACIE FLOYD:  You said
39 opposed.  You didn’t call ---
40 TOMMY DUNN:  I did opposed. 
41 You didn’t raise your hand so I was moving on.
42 GRACIE FLOYD:  You didn’t call
43 for abstains.
44 TOMMY DUNN:  Show the motion
45 carries with Mr. Davis, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Dunn, Mr.
46 Graham, Ms. Wilson in favor.  Abstention Ms. Floyd.
47 GRACIE FLOYD:  Thank you. 
48 TOMMY DUNN:  Moving on,
49 number 10, bid approval.  This will be bid number 21-
50 010, Dolly Cooper baseball field, one project.  Who
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1 wants to have this, Mr. Carroll or Mr. Burns, Mr. Davis? 
2 Who’s got this?  Mr. Carroll?
3 ROBERT CARROLL:  Thank you, sir. 
4 We have a bid out currently, bid number 21-010 for the
5 baseball field improvements at Dolly Cooper Park.  The
6 bids aren’t due back till a week from Thursday.  And
7 then once the next council meeting comes around it would
8 be another almost two weeks or so.  So what we’re asking
9 for is for a preapproval to a qualified bidder up to two
10 hundred and fifty thousand dollars for this project. 
11 And if the bids come in and it exceeds it, then we won’t
12 be able to do anything.  We’ll have to come back to
13 council for that price.  But right now we’re asking as
14 long as it does not exceed two hundred and fifty
15 thousand dollars that we be able to move forward with
16 it.  There’s irrigation and turf on there and we’re just
17 trying to basically beat the cold months to be able to
18 get this in the ground and going.  
19 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you, Mr.
20 Carroll.  Do we have motion?
21 JIMMY DAVIS:  So moved.
22 CINDY WILSON:  So moved.
23 TOMMY DUNN:  Motion Mr.
24 Davis; second Ms. Wilson.  Now discussion?
25 JIMMY DAVIS:  Mr. Chair.
26 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Davis.
27 JIMMY DAVIS:  I’m happy to
28 see this today.  I understand the complexity of it. 
29 Dolly Cooper has had a semi-finished baseball field for
30 many years.  And with staff and council approval, this
31 can move forward and we can actually have a place for
32 the Powdersville Youth to play baseball and softball.  
33 Currently there are -- and all of you know how much
34 growth the Powdersville area has had.  This will help
35 us.  Currently there is nowhere for any of the youth in
36 that area to play baseball or softball.  We have a
37 football field, but no baseball field or complex.  So
38 this will be -- right now our county youth are having to
39 rent fields in other counties just to have youth sports. 
40 So this will be a great addition to the county.  And I
41 appreciate staff working with me on this.  Thank you,
42 Mr. Chair.
43 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you, Mr.
44 Davis.  Anyone else?  All in favor of the motion show of
45 hands.  All opposed.  Show the motion carries
46 unanimously.
47 Moving on now to item number 11, report from the
48 Planning and Public Works Committee Meeting held on
49 September 2nd, 2020.  Ms. Wilson.
50 CINDY WILSON:  Thank you, Mr.
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1 Chairman.  Our meetings have continued with the concerns
2 of intense development in our county and the need to
3 update our land use development standards and storm
4 water runoff issues.  We met Wednesday, the 2nd, and the
5 following items were under review. 
6 We have our approval of minutes for the July 22nd
7 meeting.  And then we began discussion of the storm
8 water management exemption for single family residential
9 construction, not part of a subdivision, where there
10 wouldn’t be runoff to an adjoining property or into a
11 stream.  That will also be taken up somewhat in item 7. 
12 And we’re going to have public hearings involving our
13 professionals in the county regarding that, too.
14 We discussed deletion of special exceptions from the
15 zoning ordinance.  We’re having issues where we didn’t
16 before, because we’re getting greater development in the
17 county.  For example, communication towers are not
18 really welcome in a lot of residential areas, nor are
19 shooting and skeet ranges and gun schools.  We recognize
20 the need to update some rules and regulations where
21 event venues and bread and breakfasts are considered. 
22 Also in recognition that Anderson County, South Carolina
23 is one of the top seven in the nation for Air B & B
24 rentals.  Who would have imagined that, but it’s the
25 case.  
26 Also, we’re wanting to look at maybe separating from
27 residential zoning some sort of consideration for
28 childcare, group homes, hospitals, schools, churches
29 that should be examined with some consideration of size
30 and context to the neighborhood and so forth and traffic
31 considerations.  Perhaps we need to look at
32 institutional type zoning for that.  
33 The other item that we -- came into consideration
34 was the discussion and recommendations for increasing
35 lot size from eight thousand square feet to fifteen
36 thousand square feet or developer’s choice in clustering
37 buildings in six thousand square foot parcels and place
38 the difference into undeveloped space adjoining the
39 cluster with conservation development design guidance. 
40 Well, this, of course, is to be considered primarily in
41 unzoned areas that have sewer.  We voted three and zero
42 to move this forward for further consideration from
43 council.  We have a meeting tomorrow evening at six
44 o’clock where we will have a minimum of twenty speakers
45 dealing with the different perspectives of this possible
46 adjustment in our land use zoning and use of property.
47 We also wanted to point out that in consideration of
48 affordable housing, we have blocks of homes in
49 delapidated areas that can be purchased in every town in
50 the county where it’s been done before like Clemson -- I
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1 mean not Clemson -- but Greenville and Columbia, the
2 developers, the contractors, made a great profit and
3 people were able to get into lovely homes for less than
4 the market cost.  And we’re all offering to tour
5 prospective purchases around our respective
6 municipalities.  
7 In the upgrades for storm water measures and
8 consideration for flooding, Mr. Batson provided us with
9 some of the observed problems.  We have streams flash
10 flooding in urban areas during intense rainfall and
11 during what we now have is frequent rain events.  The
12 primary contributing factors are large areas of
13 development with limited storm water management and new
14 development too close to streams.  
15 For example, we are now only considering twenty-five
16 year flood episodes.  Our Roads and Bridges only
17 consider like two to five years.  Obviously, the drought
18 is broken now and we obviously have some frightfully
19 expensive repair work around the county and we need to
20 take into consideration also the flooding into homes and
21 close neighboring homes during extended rainfall.  
22 Mr. Wooten can attest to the phone calls he and I
23 got over on Edgebrook.  A beautiful town home flooded
24 twice.  And what we found was that the developer did not
25 really put into context that his development was in the
26 watershed where the water was collected from quite a
27 large area around, including a new highway, and he
28 focused his runoff into a county drain that was about
29 forty years old and only sized for what was in place
30 then.  A lot of homes in our county do not have flood
31 insurance.  It is a tremendous cost to go in and rehab a
32 house after a major flood.  That poor family had it
33 twice.
34 So we’re wanting to consider some new development
35 standards that can take into the need for more stringent
36 standards.  I think from what we’re hearing and reading
37 that perhaps we need to put a lot of this up-front into
38 consideration before a development is permitted, whether
39 it’s zoned or unzoned.  We’ve got some more areas where
40 we really need to look into.
41 We also need to have a development to carry their
42 internal drainage and keep it on the property and flow
43 it down going off.  There are a lot of things that we’ll
44 be looking at there.
45 We’re also looking at requiring our developers to
46 continue maintenance of their retention ponds in a
47 development by retaining ownership and posting bond to
48 ensure maintenance past their sale-out.  We have many
49 orphaned retention ponds around the county and the
50 taxpayers are having to pay to maintain them, which is
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1 not particularly fair since a lot of the developers are
2 LLCs and then they file bankruptcy sometimes and leave
3 the county holding the bag and the people who live in
4 those communities.  
5 So we’ve got a lot of homework to do.  And I’m very,
6 very glad to see our professional communities, our
7 homebuilders, developers and Board of Realtors taking a
8 strong interest in this, in addition to our many
9 citizens who are very concerned.  It’s to be noted that
10 the most anguishing calls that we have as council
11 members and most contentious public hearings we have
12 deal with a more intense use in a zoned area than what
13 it’s zoned for.  We never seem to have problems when,
14 for example, an R-20 or R-8 wants to go back to
15 residential agriculture.  That’s a less intense use, and
16 we never have dissension on that.  But we really have a
17 lot of dissension where landowners and homeowners in an
18 area where a large project is proposed.  They are pretty
19 concerned.  So we’re putting a lot of measures in place
20 to try to allow for development, but go through a more
21 considerate process where we as a county have, if it’s a
22 project whether it’s zoned or unzoned, we now have the
23 councilman meeting with the proposed developer in the
24 county offices to look at what the potential issues
25 would be and try to resolve them before it goes into a
26 hearing.  
27 We’re also notifying adjoining landowners with more
28 measures than just postcards.  We know our postal
29 service has not been particularly reliable the last
30 year.  So now we do the postcards and reverse 911 calls,
31 in addition to posting the property and having legal
32 notices.  
33 So this was our meeting on the 2nd.  And we will
34 have another meeting tomorrow evening at six, and all
35 are welcomed to attend.  We value your input.  
36 Thank you.
37 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you.
38 Moving on next to Finance Committee’s report.  Mr.
39 Sanders.
40 BRETT SANDERS:  Yes, sir, Mr.
41 Chairman.  We met on September the 8th and we approved
42 our January 31st minutes.  We also discussed the
43 proposed ‘21 operating and capital budget.  And I think
44 a lot of it that I’m going to touch on now will touch on
45 item number 13 on the agenda, as well.
46 As of right now we have a balanced budget with 2.5 -
47 - 2.1 year -- I mean month reserve, finance reserve. 
48 With these uncertain times, if you don’t mind, I’d like
49 to hit a few of the points or bullets on the budget.  We
50 have no tax increase.  There will be no solid waste fee
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1 increase.  We decreased the general fund budget nine
2 hundred and forty-one thousand eight hundred and fifty
3 dollars.  Twenty-seven million dollar overall decrease
4 in all funds when compared to last year’s budget.  There
5 was a three hundred and fifty-eight thousand dollar cut
6 from operating and contractual in the general fund.  We
7 had twenty positions frozen all year, plus six in the
8 Sheriff’s Office, resulting in a 1.4 million dollar
9 savings.  The six frozen positions of the Sheriff’s
10 Office will go towards funding their second year of
11 their pay plan for the six departments under the
12 sheriff.  There were forty-five new positions requested
13 in the ‘21 budget.  The draft of the budget is only
14 recommending two part-time positions in the Detention
15 Center that already work forty hours a week and have
16 benefits to be transferred to full-time positions.  This
17 will cost the county no additional funds.  
18 The administrator is also recommending two laborers
19 in Solid Waste to assist the Anderson Regional MFR due
20 to the lack of inmate labor. 
21 There’s also -- incorporates a three Convention and
22 Bureau employees under the general fund.  The draft
23 provides the Detention Center with a medical contract
24 increase of three hundred and five thousand; also an
25 increase to provide health insurance charge to the
26 department from seven hundred per employee, to eight
27 hundred per month, employee.  There is also a 1.1
28 million dollars more in the facilities to maintain our
29 aging buildings, along with the TTI building.  There was
30 a one million dollar increase in the Information
31 Technology budget to replace our aging infrastructure. 
32 We’re providing for construction of the new Fleet
33 Service building.  We’re also providing for new
34 Financial Management software, jail and civil records,
35 and a CAD system.  We’re also providing for the sewer
36 infrastructure to exit 14, Welpine and Six & Twenty.
37 That’s just a general highlight of some of the
38 things.  We met, like I said, we voted unanimously to
39 send the budget forward in title only.  We will be
40 having other meetings to tweak things further.  And also
41 we put it forward along with the approval of the 2020
42 tax millage rate so that Mr. Hunter can start getting
43 the tax notices out.  We voted unanimously on that, as
44 well as the committee, and that pretty much sums up what
45 we’ve done and what is before you today, sir.
46 TOMMY DUNN:  At this time
47 coming from the Finance Committee doesn’t need a second
48 on approval of the tax year levy.  Are there any
49 discussion?  Hearing none, all ---
50 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yes.
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1 TOMMY DUNN:  Yes, ma’am, go
2 ahead.
3 GRACIE FLOYD:  Somebody else
4 was talking first?
5 TOMMY DUNN:  Go ahead.
6 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yes, I do.  And
7 you knew I would.  Everybody knows that I would because
8 I just can’t sit still and read all this stuff and then
9 raise my hand afterwards just like I knew everything
10 about it without asking any questions that you all could
11 hear at all.  But I do.
12 First of all, as I said, I had personal reasons and
13 I could not come to the council meeting -- to their
14 meeting, which I had planned to do.  But I would like to
15 have a copy of your minutes, please.  I know you have
16 minutes; right?
17 BRETT SANDERS:  Yes, ma’am. 
18 GRACIE FLOYD:  And Ms. Wilson,
19 District 7, I would like to have copies of your minutes
20 of your meeting, as well.  
21 I think that, I think that we shouldn’t be asked to
22 vote on this first reading since we all just got this
23 today.  When we got here we got the budget package.  I
24 don’t know what’s in it.  Maybe these guys up here know,
25 but I don’t know what’s in it.  And I would like to have
26 time to read it.  Or if I can’t I’ll just vote against
27 it.  Which is not fair to me.
28 I think that some of this stuff in here, as it was
29 said earlier, maybe some of this stuff could be let go. 
30 I know that we have been letting go some of our
31 permanent employment.  How do you say it?  Some of our
32 employees that we employed here, they have been let go
33 or their time has been shortened.  And we’re holding on
34 to internship people.  Interns.  I don’t think that’s
35 fair.  I don’t think it’s right.  If you’ve got somebody
36 with a full time job and he or she is not being employed
37 full time, but yet the interns are making more money
38 than they are making, I don’t think that’s right.  Did
39 you check that in your ---
40 BRETT SANDERS:  No, ma’am.
41 GRACIE FLOYD:  You didn’t know
42 about that?
43 BRETT SANDERS:  Yes, ma’am. 
44 GRACIE FLOYD:  You knew about
45 it?
46 BRETT SANDERS:  I looked
47 through the employees.  We went through line by line. 
48 And again, this is our Finance Committee -- I think I
49 sent you an invitation or had Lacey send one. 
50 GRACIE FLOYD:  Honey, I told
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1 you ---
2 BRETT SANDERS:  We will be
3 having another Finance Committee meeting and we can
4 discuss ---
5 GRACIE FLOYD:  Mr. Sanders, I
6 that you sent me that, but didn’t I just say that I
7 wasn’t well.  I didn’t have the COVID, but I had other
8 issues that I could not come.
9 BRETT SANDERS:  We’re going to
10 have several more meetings.  And then you can come into
11 the Finance Committee meeting and we’ll go through line
12 by line.  I think Chairman Graham and Councilwoman
13 Wilson also had questions and concerns that we’re going
14 to work through on the next Finance meeting.
15 GRACIE FLOYD:  Mr. Sanders,
16 that’s wonderful.  But are you answering my question? 
17 Are you answering my question?
18 BRETT SANDERS:  Yes, ma’am. I
19 went through the budget.  You got yours.  You said you
20 just got it.  So I don’t know it may already be -- your
21 question is probably already addressed in there if you’d
22 read it.  You need to look at it.
23 GRACIE FLOYD:  Well, I
24 wouldn’t know that.  But anyway, I thank you.  If you
25 have gone through it, I thank you because it’s not fair
26 that our permanent employees -- she said that she --
27 she’s a permanent employee, but interns are making more
28 than she makes.
29 BRETT SANDERS:  What
30 department?
31 GRACIE FLOYD:  I don’t know. 
32 But that was my concern in it, and I thank you.
33 TOMMY DUNN:  Any more
34 discussion.  Let’s get back on topic and that will be
35 the approval of the tax year millage.  All in favor of
36 the motion show of hands.  All opposed.  Show the motion
37 carries, Mr. Davis, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Graham
38 and Ms. Wilson in favor and Ms. Floyd opposes.
39 Now moving on to item number 6.  We do need item
40 number 6, Mr. Sanders?
41 BRETT SANDERS:  I beg your
42 pardon?
43 TOMMY DUNN:  Item number 6?
44 BRETT SANDERS:  Yeah, executive
45 session on contractual matters related to health
46 insurance.  And I’d like for us to put that in the form
47 of a motion to go into executive session.
48 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Sanders
49 makes a motion.  Do we have a second?
50 RAY GRAHAM:  Second.
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1 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
2 Graham.  All in favor of the motion show of hands. 
3 Opposed like sign.  Show the motion carries.  Step right
4 back here.  We’ll be right back in a few minutes.
5 EXECUTIVE SESSION
6 CINDY WILSON:  Mr. Chairman,
7 may I make the motion that we come out of executive
8 session, having received information regarding our
9 health insurance plan, with no decisions made.
10 TOMMY DUNN:  Have a second?
11 JIMMY DAVIS:  Second.
12 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Mr.
13 Davis.  All in favor of the motion show of hands.  Show
14 the motion carries. 
15 Do we have a motion?
16 BRETT SANDERS:  Mr. Chairman.
17 TOMMY DUNN:  Chairman
18 Sanders.
19 BRETT SANDERS:  I’d like to put
20 a motion that we move to approve the proposed changed to
21 co-pay and deductibles for the Anderson County self-
22 insured health plan for 2021, with no changes in
23 premiums paid by employees for 2021, as discussed in
24 executive session.
25 TOMMY DUNN:  We have a
26 motion.  Do we have a second?
27 CINDY WILSON:  Second.
28 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Ms.
29 Wilson.  Any discussion?  All in favor of the motion
30 show of hands.  Opposed like sign.  Show the motion
31 carries unanimously.
32 Moving on to item number 13, ordinance first reading
33 of the 2020 budget.  This coming from the Finance
34 Committee doesn’t need a second.  I open the floor up
35 for discussion.  Any discussion?
36 CINDY WILSON:  Mr. Chairman,
37 may I ---
38 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Wilson.
39 CINDY WILSON:  --- quickly
40 point out, we will not know what our aid to local
41 subdivisions will be from the state yet.  There are a
42 lot of working parts that have not been fully flushed
43 out because of the shutdowns.  We can only anticipate
44 reduced revenue to the county and possibly additional
45 delinquencies in taxes.  So we’ve got a rough road
46 ahead.  We’ll just have to work really hard together to
47 come up with what is workable for our citizens.
48 Thank you.
49 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you. 
50 Anyone else?
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1 JIMMY DAVIS:  Mr. Chair.
2 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Davis.
3 JIMMY DAVIS:  I just want to
4 say a word of gratitude to Chairman Sanders and the rest
5 of the committee and Ms. Davis and the county staff for
6 working diligently on getting something put together
7 when there’s still a lot of unknowns.  But at the end of
8 the day, we’re not looking at a tax increase for our
9 citizens.  And I just want to say I thank you from the
10 bottom of my heart and I appreciate the efforts.  Thank
11 you, Mr. Chair.
12 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you. 
13 Anyone else?  All in favor of the motion show of hands. 
14 All opposed.  Abstentions.  Show the motion carries.  
15 Moving on to appointments.  Ms. Wilson, do you have
16 any appointments?
17 CINDY WILSON:  I don’t.
18 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Graham?
19 RAY GRAHAM:  I don’t.
20 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Sanders?
21 BRETT SANDERS:  No, sir.
22 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Davis?
23 JIMMY DAVIS:  No, sir.
24 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Floyd?  Any
25 appointments?
26 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yeah, but you
27 skipped over me.  No, I don’t have any.  Thank you for
28 asking.
29 TOMMY DUNN:  No, I was going
30 around.  I didn’t skip over nobody.
31 Moving on now, for Craig Wooten who was unable to
32 attend he asked me to nominate for the Anderson County
33 Planning Commission for District 1.  Y’all have a copy
34 of his application.  And that will be Mr. Charles E.
35 Kinsey, Jr.  I think he would be a fine asset to our
36 Planning Commission.  Mr. Wooten asked me to nominate
37 him.  I put that in the form of a motion.
38 CINDY WILSON:  I’ll second.
39 TOMMY DUNN:  Second Ms.
40 Wilson.  Any discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor of
41 the motion show of hands.  Show the motion carries. 
42 Welcome aboard, Mr. Kinsey.  Appreciate having you.
43 Be moving on now to requests by council members. 
44 Mr. Davis?
45 JIMMY DAVIS:  None today,
46 sir.
47 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Sanders?
48 BRETT SANDERS:  None at this
49 time, sir.
50 GRACIE FLOYD:  Ms. Floyd?
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1 GRACIE FLOYD:  I don’t have
2 any at this time.  But I do have a question.  I saw in
3 the book where somebody, I think it was Mr. Wooten, was
4 given back some money that went unspent because of the
5 pandemic.  I, too, made some allocations before the
6 pandemic and the people did not get a chance to keep the
7 money.  I tried to call and ask about that, but nobody
8 would take my call when I did.  So I told the people of
9 the entity just to hold onto it.  
10 Can someone now tell me, what do we do with that
11 money?  I think this would be a good question for our
12 attorney to tell us which way to go.  People who were
13 allocated funds but did not get a chance to use it, what
14 should they do?  Should they keep it for maybe another
15 allocation or should the money be returned?
16 LEON HARMON:  Ms. Floyd, I
17 think the money should be returned.  We now require in
18 our ordinance that entities that receive funds provide
19 receipts for the expenditure of those funds.  So if they
20 return them, they can be reallocated for some other
21 entity.
22 GRACIE FLOYD:  That’s the
23 clearest thing I have gotten since the pandemic.  But
24 Mr. Newton has been doing very well with the
25 responsibility thrust upon him.  But I do appreciate
26 that.  And I will follow through.
27 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Graham?
28 RAY GRAHAM:  I don’t have
29 any.  Thank you.
30 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Wilson?
31 CINDY WILSON:  None.  Thank
32 you.
33 TOMMY DUNN:  District 5 has
34 none.
35 Moving on to administrator’s report.
36 RUSTY BURNS:  Nothing at this
37 time, Mr. Chairman.
38 TOMMY DUNN:  Moving on to
39 citizens comments.  As Mr. Harmon calls your name,
40 please state your name and district for the record.  You
41 have three minutes.  And address the chair.
42 LEON HARMON:  Mr. Chairman,
43 first speaker is Nelson Waller.
44 NELSON WALLER:  Good afternoon,
45 ladies and gentlemen, and my fellow citizens.  I would
46 like to share with you a petition that is now in
47 circulation.  
48 We, the undersigned, request and urge that the
49 Anderson County Council decline to move, remove or
50 otherwise alter the Confederate Monument in the center
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1 of town.  The same goes for any other token of Southern
2 Confederate history and culture.  This history is noble,
3 honorable and major.  It is not negotiable or a
4 political bargaining chip.  Anarchy is in the air today
5 as fanatics demand the extirpation of everything not
6 deemed politically correct.  They must be stopped; not
7 heeded.  They are clearly driven by hatred of America,
8 her peoples and traditions; not fairness or equality as
9 is stridently claimed.  
10 It is only in dictatorships that statues are pulled
11 down because they don’t match a new political vogue. 
12 Anderson is not the USSR where Stalin demolished the
13 huge Cathedral of Christ the Savior to make way for the
14 palace of the Soviets.  We do not want the county
15 evidencing that mentality.  
16 The slavery argument is disingenuous.  Ninety-six
17 percent of the men who died for the South came from
18 families who owned no slaves.  Source, 1860 Census. 
19 Professor David Blight of Yale University has stated
20 publicly that the Southern Troops fought to keep the
21 original Constitution with all its mandates for liberty
22 and individual freedom.  This is a professor from Yale
23 up in Yankee land.  And the North fought to impose a new
24 regime on the United States based on the Fourteenth and
25 Sixteenth Amendments.  
26 The monument does not stand for white supremacy or
27 slavery.  It stands for the suffering, death and misery
28 that our ancestors, our noble ancestors, endured in
29 defense of their homes and families and farms and way of
30 life.  
31 Did you know that the Union Army was taking part in
32 a Communist assault on us?  Here is a column from the
33 Washington Post by Marc A. Theissen.  It’s titled, Yes,
34 Antifa is the Moral Equivalent of neo-Nazis.  Last
35 weekend in Berkeley, California a group of neo-
36 Communists antifa thugs attached peaceful protestors at
37 a no to Marxism rally with ---
38 LEON HARMON:  Time, Mr.
39 Chairman.
40 TOMMY DUNN:  That’s time. 
41 Thank you, sir.
42 NELSON WALLER:  Three minutes?
43 TOMMY DUNN:  Time.  You had
44 three minutes.  
45 NELSON WALLER:  Okay.  Thank
46 you.  I have copies of this Petition for each of you.
47 TOMMY DUNN:  Leave them on
48 that table over there.  Mr. Harmon will give them to us. 
49 He’ll take care of them right over there. 
50 Mr. Harmon?
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1 LEON HARMON:  Mr. Chairman,
2 next speaker is Glenn Thomason.
3 GLENN THOMASON:  I just
4 want you to know Councilwoman, Ms. Gracie, I voted with
5 you a while ago in my heart -- I don’t guess that counts
6 -- concerning the time we have to speak.  
7 But I’m Glenn Thomason.  I’m owner and founder of
8 Anderson Screen Printing and Embroidery, forty-three
9 years ago.  I was born and reared in Anderson County and
10 I’m eighty years of age.  And I’m an old mill hill boy
11 and raised by a mom that my dad walked off as a drunk
12 when I was nine years old.  So life has been a pretty
13 big challenge for me in many, many ways.  I grew up
14 hopping curb at Dick Wilson’s up at the Shining Tower. 
15 Glenn’s Economy Drug Store when Mayor Glenn gave me a
16 job.  I attended Boys High School.  Dropped out in the
17 eleventh grade.  Frog Reames came after me and said,
18 son, I want you to come back to school.  I said, I
19 can’t.  I’ve got to make a living for my mama.  Didn’t
20 mean to bore you with that, but that’s just my position.
21 And I’m here today to simply say that some things
22 have happened that I really don’t quite understand.  But
23 anyway, some of you have supposedly already got this
24 little pamphlet I passed out because I knew I probably
25 wouldn’t ever get to speak to you because I’ve been
26 denied twice to speak because of the fact that the
27 agenda was full.  And then the last email I got said
28 that they would let me have three minutes to say what I
29 needed to say.
30 At present time we are in a lawsuit with the county
31 of Anderson due to the fact that a six thousand eight
32 hundred and eighty-nine dollar check was stopped payment
33 during the COVID pandemic.  I’m not going to weigh with
34 that because you got all that information.  You might
35 have read it.  If you didn’t, if you threw it in the
36 trash can, then that’s up to you.  
37 But as I got to thinking about what has happened, on
38 February the 19th we received this bid request from the
39 county of Anderson.  And that began a real nightmare for
40 my life and so forth and so on.  We finally had to go
41 into a situation and tried to pursue everybody we could. 
42 Contacted every person in the county that we know, but
43 nobody never one time returned my phone call.  Even the
44 County Administrator sitting over here.  
45 I feel like that as long as that American flag is
46 flying, we have a right to speak and reach out to you
47 people.  Because number one, you’re supposed to be
48 servants to the people.  You don’t own this county.  You
49 serve at the pleasure of the people and the citizens.  
50 And so I come here today, as I said, and I’m not
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1 going to weigh you down with this, but in the final ten
2 weeks of investigation by the solicitor’s office, that
3 some of you have a copy of that, and we took it to them,
4 the bad check and they made a ruling.  The solicitor’s
5 Office Worthless Check Unit in Anderson, South Carolina,
6 Solicitor David Wagner of the Tenth Judicial Circuit. 
7 After ten weeks of investigating our stop payment
8 process filed against ---
9 LEON HARMON:  Time, Mr.
10 Chairman.
11 TOMMY DUNN:  That’ll be
12 time, Mr. Thomason.  That’s your three minutes.  That’s
13 your time.
14 GLENN THOMASON:  I want to say
15 one thing in leaving. 
16 TOMMY DUNN:  No, sir, that’s
17 time.  
18 GLENN THOMASON:  I don’t think
19 you and Rusty Burns need to have -- make the decision as
20 to who speaks ---
21 TOMMY DUNN:  Sir, that’s
22 time.
23 GLENN THOMASON:  Thank you.
24 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Harmon.
25 LEON HARMON:  Next speaker is
26 Charlie Buff.
27 CHARLIE BUFF:  I work with
28 Anderson Screen Print, as well.  And I’ve been going all
29 through this with him, all the way through it.  And it’s
30 about destroyed this man.  And y’all need to really take
31 a look at this situation because over twenty-one years
32 of working and everything, I ain’t never seen nothing
33 like it.  I mean it’s just through the whole system and
34 the whole way y’all set things up, it just don’t make no
35 sense that one person could make a decision to destroy a
36 company.  And we looked at that art work.  We concurred
37 that that was her main complaint and we looked at that
38 art work just like what it is on that piece of paper.  A
39 child’s drawing.  That’s up to interpretation.  Anybody
40 can see that.  I threw it in the computer, I separated
41 it out, printed it on the shirt.  It was approved.  It
42 was signed off on.  Wrote in stone.  Should get our
43 money for what we done on that shirt.  Thank you.
44 TOMMY DUNN:  Anyone else,
45 Mr. Harmon?
46 LEON HARMON:  Yes, sir, the
47 last speaker is Elizabeth Fant.
48 ELIZABETH FANT:  This must be
49 the day.  
50 Number one, the agendas are blurry.  The typed part
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1 of the minutes are fine.  The rest of the thing is
2 blurry where you can’t hardly read it.  Sheriff’s
3 report.  I don’t know who’s doing the difference in the
4 printing, but you can’t read it.
5 Microphones.  You ladies and gentlemen need to pull
6 the microphones toward you.  Put them where we can hear
7 what you say.  Last time we couldn’t hear half of what
8 Ms. Wilson or Ms. Floyd said because neither one would
9 speak in the microphones.  They did this.  We can’t hear
10 you.  If we can’t hear you, we don’t know what you’re
11 saying, we don’t know whether we agree with it or not.  
12 Third thing is these things.  Look around you.  Look
13 around you.  None down to the chin on, on, none.  Last
14 week when I came in and sat down and put my papers down
15 on the ground, sheriff’s deputy came over to me and
16 said, ma’am, you have to put your mask on.  As I was
17 putting my stuff down, I took it down because Ms. Wilson
18 had none on.  Mr. Dunn had none on.  But I have to wear
19 one.  
20 Now, folks, what these two gentlemen just said is
21 symptomatic of what’s going on and it’s symptomatic of
22 what’s going on in the protests in America right now. 
23 People are tired of being told to do one thing by some
24 people who don’t even do it and yet we have to do it.
25 GRACIE FLOYD:  Amen.
26 ELIZABETH FANT:  There are many
27 reasons why the protests are valid.  Now, I don’t
28 believe in rioting.  I don’t believe in killing cops.  I
29 don’t believe in burning buildings.  But the people in
30 government are not listening.  You’re not listening to
31 your constituents.  
32 This COVID thing is horrible.  Admittedly it’s a bad
33 disease.  I don’t have any problems with that.  I do the
34 safety precautions.  I sit out here ten feet away from
35 everybody.  I must wash my face ten times a day.  That’s
36 why I don’t even wear makeup.  I wash my hands probably
37 more than that.  But this business of being so
38 obsessive, obsessive, obsessive with some of the stuff
39 that’s going on is killing America.  You’ve got rioters
40 and protesters out here tearing apart America.  They’re
41 not wearing any damn masks.  
42 This five minute limit -- three minute limit, excuse me
43 -- on the public hearing, that could be changed to five
44 and it might be adequate.  But to cut somebody off
45 because they’ve got something to say -- you’re probably
46 going to cut me off now.  I’m probably not going to get
47 it all out.  Three minutes is not enough.  Even if you
48 know that you’re going to be -- have three minutes and
49 even if you go home ---
50 LEON HARMON:  Time, Mr.
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1 Chairman.
2 ELIZABETH FANT:  --- and you
3 time it beforehand.  Yes, that’s time.
4 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Burns,
5 would you like to respond to the last speaker, one
6 before that, comments?  
7 RUSTY BURNS:  Yes, sir.  The
8 denial on the payment for that came from the Special
9 Olympics.  There is no county money involved in that
10 situation.  As a service, Anderson County put out the
11 bids.  The Special Olympics had a person, one of our
12 students in our Special Populations Program, do a design
13 for that shirt.  When they received the finished
14 product, they rejected it as not being faithful to the
15 picture that was offered. 
16 So we don’t have the money.  It is not county money. 
17 They are the ones who denied the payment on that
18 product.
19 TOMMY DUNN:  And correct me
20 if I’m wrong, they got sued; right?
21 RUSTY BURNS:  Yes.  There is
22 a lawsuit that they have brought against us, although we
23 have no county money involved.  We did not reject it. 
24 We merely performed a service for that organization to
25 assist them.
26 TOMMY DUNN:  And we’ll see
27 how that plays out.
28 RUSTY BURNS:  Yes, sir. 
29 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Graham.
30 RAY GRAHAM:  So is Special
31 Olympics named in the lawsuit?
32 TOMMY DUNN:  Special
33 Population.
34 RAY GRAHAM:  Excuse me.  I
35 thought it was Special Olympics District 10 or something
36 on the paper I seen.
37 LEON HARMON:  Mr. Graham,
38 they are not named in the lawsuit.  They have not been
39 served in the lawsuit.
40 RAY GRAHAM:  So who was the
41 agreement with?  I’ll talk to you later.  I mean, I’m
42 sure y’all are handling everything.
43 GRACIE FLOYD:  Well, I have a
44 question, as well, ---
45 TOMMY DUNN:  Go ahead, Ms.
46 Floyd.
47 GRACIE FLOYD:  --- for the
48 attorney.  What is this about?  Now what I read -- they
49 didn’t call me because I answer my calls.  I answer a
50 lot of theirs, too, but I answer their calls -- answer
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1 calls.  But explain to me, what happened?  Why weren’t
2 they paid for the work that they did after it was
3 approved by them when the printer sent the work back for
4 approval and they approved it, then what happened?
5 RUSTY BURNS:  When they
6 brought the finished product back ---
7 GRACIE FLOYD:  Oh, you’re
8 talking to me.  Thank you.
9 RUSTY BURNS:  When they
10 brought the finished product back it did not meet the
11 requirements that they had expressed.  The picture was
12 distorted, according to them.  Again, this does not
13 involve county money.  We merely provided a service to
14 bid the project out for them.  We did not turn down the
15 final product.  Special Olympics turned down the final
16 product.
17 GRACIE FLOYD:  Well, Mr. -- I
18 forgot your name.  Mr... why are they coming to the
19 county about this then if we didn’t have anything to do
20 with it?  And that’s another question.  They say they
21 went to the courts.  And what did the courts say?  I
22 couldn’t understand him.
23 RUSTY BURNS:  They went to
24 the Solicitor.  The Solicitor suggested if they had an
25 argument they should take it to Magistrate’s Court, is
26 my understanding.
27 GRACIE FLOYD:  Thank you.  And
28 thank you for talking with me.
29 RUSTY BURNS:  You’re welcome.
30 TOMMY DUNN:  And just for
31 the record, the gentleman called me one time and left no
32 phone number.  His phone number was blocked on my phone. 
33 I’ve still got his message.  Or he would have got a
34 returned phone call.
35 Moving on to comments from council members. 
36 Mr. Davis.
37 RUSTY BURNS:  He’s gone.
38 TOMMY DUNN:  I’m sorry.  
39 Mr. Sanders.
40 BRETT SANDERS:  None at this
41 time, sir.
42 TOMMY DUNN:  Ms. Floyd.
43 GRACIE FLOYD:  Yes, I have
44 some.  For example, about this five minutes that you
45 give -- I mean three minutes that you’re giving our
46 public, the people of Anderson County, the citizens,
47 about this three minutes you’re going to give them to
48 voice their complaints, why not give them a block of
49 time, let’s say twenty to twenty-five minutes block and
50 then let them decide how it will be used.  
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1 You know, I get a bad feeling when people walk off
2 and leave as I talk when they don’t do it to anybody
3 else.  
4 But anyway, why not give them a block of time and
5 let them decide how that block will be used.  One person
6 will speak for all or they’ll divide it up between three
7 or four people.  They’ll divide it up to three or four
8 people or whatever.  But to give each person three
9 minutes, it’ll come to the same thing because you’ll --
10 you’re still going to go over time.  But instead of
11 giving them three minutes to come up and talk about
12 something that really bothers them and they voted for
13 you, I don’t think it’s right.  I don’t think it’s 
14 fair.  
15 And another question is, when will we have the
16 meetings going back to regular time when people can
17 attend?  Because everybody is working at twelve o’clock.
18 TOMMY DUNN:  Everybody is
19 not, Ms. Floyd.  It’s a no-brainer.  
20 GRACIE FLOYD:  Most people at
21 working at twelve o’clock.
22 TOMMY DUNN:  Not everybody.
23 GRACIE FLOYD:  And yes, I am
24 mad.  I am mad about a lot of things.  I came in here
25 the meeting before last.  There were five people sitting
26 in here with no mask on.  Five.  And I was the only one
27 that saw it.  
28 I want to introduce you to somebody.  Stand up, Ms.
29 Pickens.  This is Linda Pickens.  Why am I introducing
30 you all to her?  Because you’ve heard of Favorite Sons
31 of a town or whatever.  This is a favorite daughter. 
32 Ms. Pickens grew up in Anderson County.  She graduated
33 from Hanna High School.  She went to Central Wesleyan
34 for her degree.  She had to drop out.  But she went back
35 and she finished.  She joined the United States Army and
36 she came out a Captain.  Her expertise -- well, you may
37 clap because I will do that, too.  
38 APPLAUSE
39 GRACIE FLOYD:  She came back here as a
40 Captain.  She -- her training in the army was a nurse. 
41 Not a LPN, not a RN.  It’s higher than the next up and
42 higher than that one.  I forget what you call it.  And
43 she is a COVID expert, trained in the army, trained
44 through her position, trained in her training.  She is a
45 COVID expert.  She knows what needs to be done and she’s
46 doing it.  
47 But the most important thing is Ms. Pickens came
48 back to Anderson County to live with us, to live among
49 us.  And she has opened a business, it’s like music,
50 arts, drama, for children and children who are involved
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1 the STEM Program.  She’s been home now for about a year,
2 but she’s now surfacing to the top.  
3 Linda, I just want you to know publicly that we
4 appreciate you.  We’re glad you came back home to help
5 us because God knows we need help.  And we thank you for
6 all you’ve done and all you’re going to do.  Thank you.
7 APPLAUSE 
8 TOMMY DUNN:  Mr. Graham.
9 RAY GRAHAM:  Thank you, Mr.
10 Chairman.  First of all, Captain Pickens, thank you for
11 your service.  
12 Second, you know, we question each meeting why
13 people get up and walks out and disrespects one another,
14 but yet we show disrespect continuously.  But enough of
15 that.
16 I just want to clarify what we voted on today
17 because apparently there’s definitely some
18 misunderstanding.  The three minutes does not change the
19 citizens comments nor does it change the time as far as
20 citizens comments at the end of the meeting.  It’s
21 strictly what it states, for a public hearing.  And for
22 some reason we’re putting them all in together.  It’s
23 already been three minutes on the other.  So I mean it’s
24 -- we really did nothing but cleaned up the ordinance
25 that was already in place, is the purpose of that.  
26 Multiple times, many meetings that we’ve had where
27 we’ve had a hot topic where people was truly trying to
28 voice their opinion and truly comment on what’s the
29 betterment of the county, whether it’s in their mind or
30 whether it’s in council’s mind or whoever, we have voted
31 to extend that time.  So that option is still there.  We
32 have not changed none of that.  
33 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Pleasure being here today.
34 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you, Mr.
35 Graham.  Appreciate it.  Ms. Wilson.
36 CINDY WILSON:  Thank you, Mr.
37 Chairman, and welcome home to the young lady, and thank
38 you for your service.
39 We’ve got a lot of homework to do and I look forward
40 to meeting with everyone as we start having more regular
41 meetings.  Thank you.
42 TOMMY DUNN:  Thank you. 
43 Appreciate everybody coming out.  Meeting be adjourned.
44
45 (MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:17 P.M.)


