
Anderson County Planning Commission 
July 14, 2015- 6:00 PM 

County Council Chambers 
2nd Floor – Historic Courthouse 

Anderson, South Carolina 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
 

2. Welcome  
 

3. Approval of Agenda  
 
 

4. Approval of Minutes (from June 9th meeting)  
 
 

5. Public Comments  
During Public Comments, please state your name and address and limit speaking time to a maximum of five (5) 
minutes in order to allow for other comments.  The Chairperson may, at his/her discretion and/or after 
consultation with other members of the Planning Commission, allow additional time to a speaker to complete 
his/her comments. 

 
 

6. Public Hearing  
 

A. Cherry Bomb Tattoo 
 

7. Old Business  
A. Airport Height Ordinance Update 

 
8.  New Business  

 
 

9.  Adjournment  



 

 

 
Anderson County Planning Commission 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 
6:00 PM 

Council Chambers 
Second Floor – Historic Courthouse 

Anderson, South Carolina 
 

Minutes 
 
In accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, Section 30-4-10 et seq., South Carolina Code, 1976, as 
amended and the Anderson County Ordinance #386, as adopted on September 21, 1993, the media was duly notified of the 
date, time, and place of the meeting by the Planning Secretary. 
 

Members Present: David Cothran, Jane Jones, Ed Dutton, Brad Burdette and Jerry Vickery  
 

Members Absent: Debra Chapman 
 

Staff Present: Michael Forman, Alesia Hunter and Celia Myers  
 

Call to Order: Planning Commission Chairman David Cothran called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, 
with a quorum present to conduct the meeting. Chairman Cothran welcomed all present to the 
meeting.  
 

Approval of Agenda: Chairman Cothran called for any changes to be made to the agenda. A motion 
was heard to postpone Item 7A: the Airport Height and Land Use Ordinance Update until the July 
meeting. The amended agenda was approved unanimously with a motion and second by Mrs. Jones 
and Mr. Vickery. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Cothran called for any changes to the minutes from the May 12th 
regular Commission meeting. Hearing none, Mr. Vickery made a motion of approval; and Mr. Dutton 
seconded his motion. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
  
Public Comments: Chairman Cothran called for any public comments that did not pertain to agenda 
items. No public comments were heard at this time. 
 

Public Hearing: 
 

Siren’s Cove Tattoo 
Ms. Alesia Hunter presented the staff’s findings and recommendation for the proposed 
business, Siren’s Cove Tattoo, located in Powdersville, Council District #6. The property is 
unzoned and will utilize Powdersville water and sewer. No variances were being requested and 
an encroachment permit would not be needed as an existing drive into the shopping center 
exists. The business is still awaiting final approval through SCDHEC. Staff’s recommended 
approval since this business met all requirements. Chairman Cothran opened the public 
hearing. No one spoke during the public hearing. The public hearing was then closed. Mr. 
Vickery then moved to accept staff’s recommendation of approval for this request; and Mr. 
Dutton seconded. The motion carried 5-0. 

 
 

Old Business: 
 

Chairman Cothran called for any old business. No information was presented. 
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New Business: 
 

Chairman Cothran called for any new business. No information was presented.  
 

 

Hearing no further business, Chairman Cothran adjourned the meeting at 6:05 pm. 
 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 

Celia Boyd Myers 
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Black = Existing ordinance language 
Green = Proposed new ordinance language 
 
 
ENACTMENT This is an ordinance amending Chapter 6, Article III Height Limitation of the 

Anderson County Code of Ordinances.  
 
 
PREAMBLE WHEREAS, Anderson County adopted an ordinance in 1982 that specified zones 

and height areas which surround the Anderson Regional Airport, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, those zones and height areas were established and defined using 

Federal Aviation Administration and State of South Carolina Aeronautics 
Commission guidelines, and; 

 
 WHEREAS, those Federal Aviation Administration and South Carolina 

Aeronautics Commission guidelines have been amended subsequently, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Anderson County Planning & Public Works Division has 

developed this ordinance with due consideration to reflect current Federal 
Aviation Administration and South Carolina Aeronautics Commission 
regulations, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Anderson County Airport Advisory Committee and the Anderson 
County Planning Commission have reviewed this ordinance, and; 

 
 WHEREAS, all applicable requirements of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 

have been met, 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF 

ANDERSON AS FOLLOWS: 
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ARTICLE III. - HEIGHT LIMITATION  

Sec. 6-51. - Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Airport means the Anderson Regional Airport.  

Airport advisory committee means an advisory committee, appointed by county council, with the 
responsibilities as set forth in section 6-34.  

Airport elevation means the highest point of an airport's useable land measured in feet from sea 
level.  

Airport Obstruction means any living or man-made structure or tree which obstructs the aerial 
approaches of the airport exceeding the maximum height of structures permitted in the airport 
operation area or is otherwise hazardous to its use for landing or taking off. 

FAA means Federal Aviation Administration. 

FAR means Federal Aviation Regulation.  

Height means the vertical distance from the ground elevation to the highest point of a structure or 
tree, including any appurtenance thereon expressed as feet above mean sea level (MSL). 

Lot means a portion of a subdivision, plat or parcel with boundaries established as a separate legal 
entity recorded with the County Register of Deeds. 

Nonconforming Structure means any structure or tree which does not conform to this Ordinance as 
of the effective date of these regulations. 

Nonconforming use means any use of land which is inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Ordinance as of the effective date of these regulations. 

Obstruction means any structure, growth or other object, including a mobile object, which exceeds a 
limiting height set forth in section 6-53.  

Permit means a permit issued by the Development Standards Department that authorizes the 
recipient to make use of property in accordance with the requirements of the Ordinance. 

Planning Staff means an individual or department of Anderson County with authority to manage and 
enforce this ordinance. 

Precision instrument runway means a runway end having instrument approach procedure utilizing 
air navigation facilities with horizontal and vertical guidance, or area type navigation equipment, for 
which a straight-in precision instrument approach procedure has been approved or planned. 

Runway End means existing physical end of the hard-surfaced asphalt runway, having a defined 
coordinate and elevation. 

SCAC means South Carolina Aeronautics Commission. 

Structure means anything constructed or erected which requires permanent location above grade. 
For purposes of this ordinance, "structure" does not include landscape features such as ornamental 
pools, planting boxes, sculpture, bird baths, open terraces, walkways, driveways, walls or fences, 
shelters for pets, playhouses, open stairs, recreational equipment, flagpoles, light standards, game 
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courts, swimming pools, underground fallout shelters, air conditioning compressors, pump houses 
or wells, mailboxes, outdoor fireplaces, gatehouses, burial vaults, or bus shelters. 

Tree means any object of natural growth.  

Use means the purpose or activity for which land or any building thereon is designed, arranged, or 
intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained. 

Variance means a grant of permission by the Anderson County Land Use Board of Appeals that 
authorizes a person, owing to conditions peculiar to the property, in which a literal enforcement of 
the Ordinance would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. 

 
Sec. 6-52. - Airport zones.  

In order to carry out this ordinance, certain zones are hereby created and established by FAR Part 
77, which include all of the land lying beneath the approach surfaces, primary surface, transitional 
surfaces, horizontal surface, and conical surface as they apply to the Anderson Regional Airport. 
Such zones are shown on the Anderson Regional Airport Height Safety Zones Map, prepared by 
Anderson County dated April 1, 2015. The various Height Safety Zones are hereby established and 
defined as follows: 

(1) Approach Zone. That area beneath the Part 77 approach surfaces, as defined by Part 77, 
§77.19(d), of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or in successor federal regulations. 

(2) Primary Zone. That area of the primary surface, as defined by Part 77, §77.19(c), of Title 14 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations, or in successor federal regulations. 

(3) Transitional Zone. That area beneath the Part 77 transitional surfaces, as defined by Part 77, 
§77.19(e), of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or in successor federal regulations.  

(4) Horizontal Zone. That area beneath the Part 77 horizontal surfaces, as defined by Part 77, 
§77.19(a), of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or in successor federal regulations.  

(5) Conical Zone. That area beneath the Part 77 conical surfaces, as defined by Part 77, §77.19(b), of 
Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or in successor federal regulations. 

 
Sec. 6-53. - Airport zone height limitations.  

No structure or tree shall be erected, altered, allowed to grow or maintained in the Airport Height 
Safety Zones to a height which would exceed the Federal obstruction standards as contained in Part 
77, Subpart C of the Code of Federal Regulations as referred to in Section 6-53 of this Document.  

The property owner of a tree determined to be an airport hazard shall be responsible for bringing 
such tree into conformance with this ordinance. 

 
Sec. 6-54. - Use restrictions.  

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, no use may be made of land or water within any 
zone established by this article in such a way as to create electrical interference with navigational 
signals or radio communications between the airport and aircraft, make it difficult for pilots to 
distinguish between airport lights and others, result in glare in the eyes of the pilots using the 
airport, impair visibility in the vicinity of the airport, create bird strike hazards or otherwise in any 



 

 

  Page 4 

way endanger or interfere with the landing, takeoff or maneuvering of aircraft intending to use the 
airport.  

 
Sec. 6-55. - Nonconforming uses.  

(a) Regulations not retroactive. This regulation shall not interfere with the continuance of a 
nonconforming use or structure. A preexisting nonconforming structure, tree, or use, shall not be 
replaced, rebuilt, altered, or replanted, so as to constitute a greater airport hazard than it was at the 
time of adoption of this ordinance. Physical alteration of structures or the placement of new 
structures on open land is unlawful if they result in an increase in the total amount of space devoted 
to a nonconforming use or greater nonconformity with respect to land development limitation.  

(b) Marking and lighting. Notwithstanding the preceding provision of this section, the owner of any 
existing nonconforming structure or tree is hereby required to permit the installation, operation and 
maintenance thereon of such markers and lights as shall be deemed necessary by the county airport 
advisory committee to indicate to the operators of aircraft in the vicinity of the airport the presence 
of such airport obstruction. Such markers and lights shall be installed, operated and maintained at 
the expense of the county. Reference FAA Advisory Circular 70-7460-1K, or successor advisory 
circulars, for further guidance. 

 
Sec. 6-56. - Permits.  

(a) Future uses.  

An applicant requesting any new building permit, change of land use, or subdivision of land within 
the Anderson County Airport Height Safety Zones shall fill out an Airport Development permit 
application with the Anderson County Development Standards Office.  

A permit application, as required per Section 6-56, shall accompany a preliminary plat to contain 
the information as indicated in Section 38-312 of the Anderson County Code of Ordinances. No 
permit regulated by this ordinance shall be issued by the Anderson County Development Standards 
Office unless first approved in writing by the Anderson Regional Airport Manager, or his or her 
designee. In addition, Title 55, Section 55-13-5 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina shall govern 
any proposed new building permit, change of land use, or subdivision plat within the Anderson 
County Height Safety Zones. 

Any new applications made to Anderson County requesting approval of man-made structures may 
also require filing a notice with the FAA as per Part 77, §77.9, of Title 14 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, or in successor federal regulations. In this case, the applicant shall also submit a FAA 
form 7460-1, Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration to the FAA for review. If the FAA 
determines an adverse impact to the Airport’s airspace may occur, the FAA’s decision shall serve as 
governing height limitation for such a man-made structure. 

Permits shall be valid until revoked. Valid permits may be revoked by the Anderson County 
Development Standards Office for any of the following reasons: 

(1) Incorrect or misrepresented information on the permit application. 

(2) Failure to construct structure in accordance with application and permit. 

(3) Any other violation of this ordinance. 
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In the event the permit is revoked, the Development Standards Office shall advise the owner in 
writing of the status of the permit, the action necessary to correct the violation and of the 
enforcement techniques available to the County to remedy continued violation. When the 
Development Standards Office determines that the structure or land use has been brought back into 
compliance with this ordinance, he/she shall reinstate the permit. 

 (b) Existing uses. This regulation shall not interfere with the continuance of a nonconforming use or 
structure. 

(c) Nonconforming uses abandoned or destroyed. Whenever the development standards department 
determines that a nonconforming tree or structure has been abandoned or more than 80 percent 
torn down, physically deteriorated or decayed, no permit shall be granted that would allow such 
structure or tree to exceed the applicable height limit or otherwise deviate from the height 
limitation regulations. This regulation shall not interfere with the continuance of a nonconforming 
use or structure.  

A preexisting nonconforming structure, tree, or use, shall not be replaced, rebuilt, altered, or 
replanted, so as to constitute a greater airport hazard than it was at the time of adoption of this 
ordinance. 

 
Sec. 6-57. - Enforcement.  

The Anderson County Development Standards department shall administer and enforce the rules 
and regulations prescribed in this article. Applications for permits, exemptions and variances shall 
be made to the Development Standards department upon a form specified for that purpose. Once 
submitted, the applications shall be promptly considered and either granted or denied.  

 
Sec. 6-58. –Variances and Appeals.  

Variances 

Upon advisement of County staff, the Board of Land Use Appeals may issue variances and exceptions 
from the requirements of this ordinance such that would not be contrary to the public interest, or 
the spirit and intent of this ordinance, and where due to special conditions, a literal enforcement of 
the provisions of this ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship. In granting a variance, the 
Board of Land Use Appeals may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards as it deems 
necessary to preserve the intent of this ordinance.  

In granting a variance or exception to this ordinance, the Board of Land Use Appeals must determine 
the following: 

(1) There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property; and 

(2) These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity; and 

(3) Because of these conditions, the application of the chapter to the particular piece of 
property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; and 

(4) The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or 
to the public good. 
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(5) Any request for a variance to the Height Safety or Land Development portions of this 
Ordinance shall be accompanied by a finding from the Federal Aviation Administration as to the 
impact the variance may have on the safe, efficient use of the airport and its airspace. 

Issuance of a variance shall not set precedence and each case shall be reviewed independently of 
others. 

Appeals 

The Board of Land Use Appeals shall hear and decide appeals and review any orders, requirements, 
decisions or determinations made by the Development Standards Department, which is responsible 
for administration and enforcement of this ordinance.  

 

Sec. 6-59. - Penalties.  

Each violation of this article or of any regulation, order or ruling promulgated hereunder shall 
constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as provided in section 1-7; and each day a 
violation exists or continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.  

  

Sec. 6-60 – General Provisions 

(1) The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be separable and if any section, 
phrase, or provision shall for any reason be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid or unenforceable, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the 
sections, phrases, and provisions.  

(2) All orders, resolutions, ordinances, and parts thereof in conflict herewith are, to the extent of 
such conflict only, hereby repealed and this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from 
and after its passage and approval. 

(3) The provisions and requirements of this ordinance may be amended by the County Council 
according to the procedure set forth in Section 6-190 and 6-191 of the Anderson County Code of 
Ordinances. 

 

Secs. 6-61—6-69. - Reserved.  
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Adopted in meeting duly assembled this _____ day of __________, 2015, 
 
 
ATTEST:  Ordinance 2015-___ 
 
 
 
_____________________________      __________________________________   
Rusty Burns     Tommy Dunn, District #5, Chairman 
Anderson County Administrator 
 
 
_____________________________    
Kimberly A. Poulin,      
Clerk to Council 
               
  
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
        
 
     
Leon C. Harmon, 
Anderson County Attorney  
     
 
1st Reading:  _______________  
 
2nd Reading:  _______________ 
 
3rd Reading:  _______________ 
 
Public Hearing:   _______________ 
 
 
 



0 21 Miles

4 AIRPORT HEIGHT SAFETY MAP
as of April 1, 2015

P77 TRANSITIONAL

P77 APPROACH

P77 CONICAL

P77 HORIZONTAL

P77 PRIMARY

This map is a product of Anderson County.  
Reasonable efforts have been made to ensure its accuracy.  
Anderson County disclaims any liability from the use of this map.  
Map produced by Anderson County Planning and Community Development Department. 
All data is copywritten by Anderson County.  
www.andersoncountysc.org 

Height Safety Zones
P77 PRIMARY
P77 HORIZONTAL
P77 CONICAL
P77 APPROACH
P77 TRANSITIONAL
Municipal Boundaries
Highways
Road Centerlines
Lakes


	Memorandum - July 2015 (LH)
	Agenda - July 14, 2015
	Minutes - June 9, 2015
	Cherry Bomb

