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INTRODUCTION – PART 2 
 

The  a d o p tio n o f the  2026 Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n c o inc id e s with the  

And e rso n Co unty Bic e nte nnia l Ce le b ra tio n (1826 – 2026).  The  1976 Unite d  Sta te s 

Bic e nte nnia l o f Ame ric a n Ind e p e nd e nc e  wa s a  c e le b ra tio n o f the  p a st a nd  

symb o l o f the  future .  The  Co unty’ s 200th ye a r re p lic a te s the  Co untry’ s b y 

a c kno wle d g ing  the  p a st a nd  p ro je c ting  a  p la n with c o nfid e nc e . Bo th c itize ns a nd  

g o ve rnme nt re c o g nize  unp re c e d e nte d  p o p ula tio n a nd  e c o no mic  g ro wth a nd  

the  ne e d  fo r e nsuring  a  q ua lity o f life .  This 2026 Co mp re he nsive  Pla n 

a c c o mmo d a te s g ro wth with life style  b y p ro vid ing  a n o p p o rtunity to  unite  with a  

c o nse nsus o f the  future  la nd sc a p e .   

 

Pa rt 1 o f the  Pla n wa s re c o mme nd e d  fo r a d o p tio n b y the  And e rso n Co unty 

Pla nning  Co mmissio n o n De c e mb e r 9, 2025, a nd  a d o p te d  b y And e rso n Co unty 

Co unc il o n Ja nua ry 20, 2026.  Pa rt 2 inc lud e s the  fo llo wing  e le me nts:  

 

Cha pte r 6, Cultura l Re sourc e s: This e le me nt c o nsid e rs histo ric  b uild ing s a nd  

struc ture s, c o mme rc ia l d istric ts, re sid e ntia l d istric ts, uniq ue , na tura l, o r sc e nic  

re so urc e s, a rc ha e o lo g ic a l, a nd  o the r c ultura l re so urc e s.    

 

Cha pte r 7, Ec onomic  De ve lopme nt: This e le me nt c o nsid e rs la b o r fo rc e  a nd  la b o r 

fo rc e  c ha ra c te ristic s, e mp lo yme nt b y p la c e  o f wo rk a nd  re sid e nc e , a nd  a na lysis 

o f the  e c o no mic  b a se .   

 

Cha pte r 8, Na tura l Re sourc e s: This e le me nt c o nsid e rs c o a sta l re so urc e s, slo p e  

c ha ra c te ristic s, p rime  a g ric ultura l a nd  fo re st la nd , p la nt a nd  a nima l ha b ita ts, 

p a rks a nd  re c re a tio n a re a s, sc e nic  vie ws a nd  site s, we tla nd s, a nd  so il typ e s.   

 

Cha pte r 9, Re silie nc y: This e le me nt c o nsid e rs imp a c ts o f flo o d ing , hig h wa te r, a nd  

na tura l ha za rd s o n ind ivid ua ls, c o mmunitie s, institutio ns, b usine sse s, e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt, p ub lic  infra struc ture  a nd  fa c ilitie s, a nd  p ub lic  he a lth, sa fe ty a nd  

we lfa re .  It inc lud e s a n inve nto ry o f e xisting  re silie nc y c o nd itio ns, p ro mo te s re silie nt 

p la nning , d e sig n a nd  d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  is c o o rd ina te d  with a d ja c e nt a nd  

re le va nt jurisd ic tio ns a nd  a g e nc ie s.  
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Cha pte r 10, Tra nsporta tion: This e le me nt c o nsid e rs tra nsp o rta tio n fa c ilitie s 

inc lud ing  ma jo r ro a d  imp ro ve me nts, ne w ro a d  c o nstruc tio n, tra nsit p ro je c ts, 

p e d e stria n a nd  b ic yc le  p ro je c ts, a nd  o the r e le me nts o f a  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk.  

It must b e  d e ve lo pe d  in c o o rd ina tio n with the  la nd  use  e le me nt, to  e nsure  

tra nsp o rta tio n e ffic ie nc y fo r e xisting  a nd  p la nne d  d e ve lo p me nt.   

 

In o rd e r to  b e  e ffe c tive , the  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n must e vo lve  a s c o mmunity 

p rio ritie s c ha ng e  a nd  ne w issue s a rise . Ac c o rd ing  to  the  Sta te  Sta tute , the  

Pla nning  Co mmissio n ma y re vie w the  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n o r a ny e le me nts o f the  

Pla n a s o fte n a s ne c e ssa ry. Cha ng e s in the  g ro wth o r d ire c tio n o f d e ve lo p me nt 

ta king  p la c e  in the  c o mmunity d ic ta te  whe n a  re vie w is ne c e ssa ry.  In a ny c a se , 

the  Pla nning  Co mmissio n must re -e va lua te  the  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n e le me nts a t 

le a st e ve ry five  ye a rs.  

 

Pa rt 2 o f the  Pla n wa s so le ly c ra fte d  b y the  fo llo wing  Pla nning  De p a rtme nt sta ff: 

Dr. De nnis To b in (Culture ), Jo a n Ho llid a y (Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt a nd  

Tra nsp o rta tio n), Sa ra h Lyo ns (Na tura l Re so urc e s a nd  Re silie nc y).  Ad d itio na l 

sup p o rt p ro vid e d  b y two  g ra d ua te  inte rns: Julia  Arye e -Atta  a nd  Fra nklin Izund u.  

Ad vic e  wa s re c e ive d  b y the  Pla nning  Co mmissio n. All re se a rc h e ffo rts ma d e  this 

p ro c e ss a s inc lusive  a s p o ssib le  with p ub lic  me e ting s c o nd uc te d  a c ro ss the  

Co unty d uring  2025-26. Bo th surve y a nd  p ub lic  me e ting s a p p e a re d  in the  lo c a l 

p re ss a nd  o n the  Co unty’ s we b site .  The  p ro je c t te a m a lso  c o nd uc te d  sta ke ho ld e r 

inte rvie ws with va rio us d e p a rtme nt he a d s a nd  re p re se nta tive s fro m b o a rd s, 

c o mmissio ns, a nd  o the r a d vo c a c y g ro ups. 

 

This 2026 Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n is a  d e mo nstra tio n o f And e rso n Co unty’ s 

ind e p e nd e nc e  a nd  inno va tio n. Mo st imp o rta ntly it c o inc id e s with a  Bic e nte nnia l 

c e le b ra tio n (1826 – 2026).   

 

Ha ppy Birthda y Ande rson County, South Ca rolina ! 
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INTRODUCTION 

Cha p te r 6 d e via te s fro m p re vio us c o unty p la ns b y id e ntifying  the  ma in c ultura l 

c o mp o ne nt fo r And e rso n Co unty g o ve rnme nt a nd  e na b ling  the  imp le me nta tio n 

o f a n a c tio n-d rive n Pla n.  The  e mp ha sis is o n a  sp e c ia l typ e  o f p la n c a p a b le  o f 

re c o g nizing  a nd  re c o mme nd ing  p la c e -ma king  to o ls fo r the  future  o f And e rso n 

c ulture .  As Co unc ilma n Bre tt Sa nd e rs sa id  in a  De c e mb e r 2025 vid e o  inte rvie w: 

yo u ha ve  “ Ame ric ans”  a nd  yo u ha ve  “ And e rso nia ns” .  In the  Sp irit o f the  

And e rso n Co unty Bic e nte nnia l (1826-2026), this la te st c ultura l e le me nt o f the  o f 

the  d e c e nnia l c o unty Pla n d e sc rib e s ho w And e rso nia ns c re a te  c ulture , in turn, 

c o ntrib uting  to  the  o ve ra ll Ame ric a n c ulture .  This c ha p te r’ s o b je c tive  is to  

d isc o ve r the  ro le  o f c o unty g o ve rnme nt a nd  the n p ro vid e  a  p re sc rip tio n fo r 

d e p a rtme nts a nd  d ivisio ns to  inte nsify And e rso nia n c ulture  fo r the  ne xt 10 ye a rs.  

This is a c c o mp lishe d  thro ug h the  p o lic y, c ha mp io ns, stra te g ie s, a nd  a c tio ns liste d  

a t the  e nd .     

Thre e  c o mpo ne nts o f c ulture  sha ll b e  intro d uc e d  – ho me  rule  c o unty c ulture , c ivil 

p ilg rima g e , a nd  ma te ria l c ulture .  The  first two  ite ms – ho me  rule  a nd  c ivil 

p ilg rima g e  d e sc rib e  the  c ultura l g e o g ra p hy o f the  c o unty while  the  la st 

c o mp o ne nt se le c ts a n inve nto ry o f p hysic a l ite ms. Q uite  simp ly d e fine d  fo r this 

e le me nt – c ulture  is the  Ag e nt (And e rso n Co unty g o ve rnme nt); the  na tura l 

la nd sc a p e  is the  Me d ium (c o mme rc ia l, ind ustria l, na tura l la nd sc a p e , sub d ivisio n, 

a nd  institutio na l a re a ); a nd  the  c ultura l la nd sc a p e  is the  Fo rm (sho p p ing  c e nte r, 

fa c to rie s, fa rms, o pe n sp a c e , p a rks, ho use s, a nd  mo nume nts, e tc .).   Dr. Ca rl 

Sa ue r, c ultura l g e o g ra p he r a nd  a utho r o f the  mo d e l summa rize s it in a  1927 a rtic le    

Re c e nt De ve lo p me nts in Cultura l Ge o g ra p hy: “ Culture  is the  a g e nt, the  na tura l 

a re a  is the  me d ium, the  c ultura l la nd sc a pe  is the  re sult.’   Se e  Figure  6.1 – Cultural 

Ge ography, page  2  

Be sid e s utilizing  c ultura l g e o g ra p hy (b e lie f syste ms) a no the r me tho d  o f d e fining  

c ulture  is to  id e ntify the  ma te ria l c ulture  in a n a re a .  As me ntio ne d  in the  p re vio us 

c o unty p la ns this inc lud e s a n o ng o ing  list o f p hysic a l ite ms in the  la nd sc a p e .   

The se  ite ms c a n the n b e  use d  fo r future  c o unty initia tive s a nd  p la ns.  Also , a t the  

e nd  o f this c ha p te r, the  c a ta lo g uing  a nd  inve nto rying  o f ma te ria l ite ms le nd s itse lf 

a s inp ut fo r c ra fting  future  la nd  use  o rd ina nc e s.         
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Inve ntory of Existing  Conditions 

Home  Rule  County Culture  

Co untie s within the  Unite d  Sta te s p o sse ss the ir o wn uniq ue  style  o f g o ve rnme nt 

c ulture .  The y a re  o ne  o f the  first fo rms o f g o ve rnme nt in Ame ric a , fo rme rly c a lle d  

shire s d a ting  b a c k to  the  1634 e a ste rn sho re  o f Virg inia .  Curre ntly, the re  a re  3,069 

c o unty g o ve rnme nts in the  Unite d  Sta te s a nd  46 o f the m a re  in the  sta te  o f So uth 

Ca ro lina .  And e rso n Distric t wa s c re a te d  in 1826 a nd  the n fo rma lly c a lle d  a  c o unty 

with ra tific a tio n o f the  1868 So uth Ca ro lina  c o nstitutio n.  All c o untie s in the  sta te  

we re  und e r he a vy ha nd e d  c o ntro l b y sta te  g o ve rnme nt via  “ sup p ly b ills”  

c o ntro lling  fina nc e s a nd  p o we r struc ture .  Ultima te ly, inc re a sing  c o mp le xity o f 

mo d e rn life  ne c e ssita te d  c o unty g o ve rnme nt re fo rma tio n.  The re fo re , the  So uth 

Ca ro lina  G e ne ra l Asse mb ly ra tifie d  a nd  a p p ro ve d  Artic le  VIII, Se c tio n 7 a nd  

Go ve rno r Jo hn We st sig ne d  the  Ho me  Rule  c o nstitutio na l a me nd me nt in 1973.  

Se ve ra l ye a rs la te r, G o ve rno r Ja me s Ed wa rd s sig ne d  the  Ho me  Rule  Ac t into  la w 

in 1975.   

 

So uth Ca ro lina  is o ne  o f 13 sta te s tha t p ro vid e  c o untie s with Ho me  Rule .  In 

c o ntra st, 14 o the r sta te s a re  so lid ly Dillio n’ s Rule  with the  re ma ining  sta te s o ffe ring  

a  mix o f Ho me  Rule  a nd  Dillio n’ s Rule .  Sinc e  1975, And e rso n ha s ta ke n full 

a d va nta g e  o f Ho me  Rule  thro ug h e nd o wing  g o ve rnme nt with uniq ue  e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt initia tive s.  Due  to  Ho me  Rule  fle xib ility, the  c o unty a ttra c te d  a  

ma nufa c turing  b a se  via  c o mp e titive  inc e ntive s.  It a lso  c re a te d  a  me a ns to  

e nha nc e  p ub lic  fa c ilitie s to  the  p o int o f d e fining  a  ne w p o st-mo d e rn to urism 

c ulture .  This p o st-mo d e rn c ulture  inc lud e s the  c o nstruc tio n o f so me  inte re sting  

c ivic  p ilg rima g e  syste ms, d isc usse d  la te r in this c ha p te r. 

 

The  fo llo wing  p a g e  c o nta ins a  p ho to g ra p h fro m Sp e c ia l Se c tio n: Go ve rning  Bo dy 

in a  2012 Upto wn ma g a zine .  It sho ws G o ve rno r Jo hn We st sig ning  the  Ho me  Rule  

c o nstitutio na l a me nd me nt.  The  c a p tio n b e lo w the  p ho to g ra p h b rie fly d e sc rib e s 

b o th the  strug g le  a nd  imp le me nta tio n o f Ho me  Rule  Co unty c ulture  in the  sta te  

o f So uth Ca ro lina .  Se e  Figure  6.2 – Home  Rule  Photo ,page  4 
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Sinc e  1975, And e rso n Co unty ha s re a p e d  the  b e ne fits o f Ho me  Rule  Co unty 

c ulture .  Se re nd ip ito usly, it e xp e rie nc e d  the  d e mise  o f te xtile  ind ustry (1980s) with 

a  life sa ving  inje c tio n o f Ho me  Rule  e mp o we rme nt.   This e ve nt fina lly re mo ve d  the  

c o nstra ints o f b e ing  und e r Dillio n’ s Rule  whic h re q uire d  c o untie s to  o b ta in sta te  

a p p ro va l fo r a ny c ha ng e s in g o ve rnme nt struc ture , func tio n, o r fisc a l 

o rg a niza tio n.  In 1872 Jud g e  Jo hn Dillio n o f the  Io wa  Sup re me  Co urt rule d  tha t 

c o unty g o ve rnme nts p o sse ss po we rs e xp lic itly g ra nte d  b y the  sta te  thro ug h its 

le g isla ture  o r c o nstitutio n.  The n in a no the r c o urt c a se , Aitkin ve rsus Ka nsa s (1903), 

the  U.S. Sup re me  Co urt up he ld  the  Dillio n d e c isio n.  In c o ntra st, Ho me  Rule  

c o untie s c o ntro l the ir struc tura l d o ma in (g o ve rnme nt hie ra rc hy), func tio na l 

d o ma in (o p tio na l se rvic e s), a nd  fisc a l d o ma in (re ve nue s, e xp e nd iture s, a nd  

ta xe s).   

 

On June  25, 1975, G o ve rno r Ja me s Ed wa rd s sig ne d  the  Ho me  Rule  Ac t; the re b y, 

g ra nting  And e rso n Co unty with its c urre nt fo rm o f g o ve rnme nt.  Fina lly, the  p o we r 

o f So uth Ca ro lina  c o untie s wa s fo rma lize d ! And e rso n Co unty wa s e mp o we re d  to    

c o ntro l p ub lic  wo rks, ta xe s, a nd  p ro mo te  c o nstruc tio n a nd  re c re a tio n p ro je c ts.  

The  sha c kle s o f sta te  ma nd a te d  “ sup p ly b ills”  we re  lifte d  a nd  b o th g o ve rnme nt 

a nd  c ultura l d e ve lo pme nt c o uld  p ro c e e d  in ta nd e m.  By 1986 And e rso n Co unty 

wa s a b le  to  a d d re ss its o wn p ro p e rty a nd  lia b ility insura nc e , o ffe r a  fe e  in lie u o f 

ta xe s fo r ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt va lue d  a t $85 millio n o f mo re  (1988), d e ve lo p  

ind ustria l o r b usine ss p a rks (1989), lo c a l g o ve rnme nt sa le s ta x inc lud ing  the  o ne -

c e nt lo c a l o p tio n sa le s ta x (1990), so lid  wa ste , la nd fill, re c o ve ry/ re c yc ling  ma te ria l 

fa c ilitie s (1991), a nd  ro a d  ma inte na nc e  fe e  o n ve hic le s (1992), e tc .  Pre se ntly, 

And e rso n Co unty Co unc il re lie s o n Ho me  Rule  to  c re a te  a nd  a me nd  la nd  use  

o rd ina nc e s a s me a ns to  fo rm the  c ultura l g e o g ra p hy o f the  c o unty.  

 

Furthe r e mp o we rme nt o f Ho me  Rule  Co unty c ulture  o c c urre d  o n Ap ril 13, 1993, in 

Willia ms ve rsus Hilto n He a d  whe n the  So uth Ca ro lina  Sup re me  Co urt a nno unc e d  

fo r the  first time  tha t So uth Ca ro lina  d o e s no t o p e ra te  und e r Dillio n’ s Rule .  In turn, 

this e na b le d  And e rso n Co unty to  o p e ra te  a s its o wn e ntity a nd  no t a s a  

g o ve rnme nt a p p e nd a g e  o f the  sta te  c a p ito l in Co lumb ia .  The  fo llo wing  p a g e  

o utline s ho w Ho me  Rule  inc line  re me d ia te d  the  te xtile  ind ustry d e c line .  

Co nse q ue ntly, And e rso n Co unty d e ve lo p e d  a  Ho me  Rule  Culture  p ro mo ting  

to urism a nd  p ilg rima g e  syste ms.   Figure  6.3 – Home  Rule  Culture , page  6   
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Civil Pilg rima g e  – Sports, Music , Me moria l, a nd Sc e nic  

One  c o mp o ne nt o f c ultura l g e o g ra p hy is p ilg rima g e .  It is sp a tia l mo ve me nt 

mo tiva te d  b y se ntime nt o r b e lie f.  Pilg rims a re  like  to urists thro ug h tra ve l a nd  

sha re d  p hysic a l a p p e a ra nc e s; b ut p ilg rims ha ve  a  fe w c ha ra c te ristic s tha t se t 

the m a p a rt fro m b e ing  a  sta nd a rd  to urist.  Fo r insta nc e , p ilg rims tra ve l so me whe re  

fo r a  sp e c ific  p urp o se  (e ithe r so lo  o r with o the r p e o p le ) a nd  ha ve  a  sha re d  se nse  

o f b e lo ng ing  in a  g ro up  a p a rt fro m the  la rg e r so c ie ty.  Whe n re a c hing  the ir 

g e o g ra p hic  g o a l, the y p e rfo rm a  c e re mo ny fo llo we d  b y a  fe e ling  o f 

c o mp le te ne ss.  Afte r the  c e re mo ny the y g a the r in a  fe stive  (c e le b ra tio n) o r with 

ve ne ra tio n, fo llo we d  b y a  re turn ho me .  The  re turn is c o mb ine d  with me mo rie s 

a sso c ia te d  with c urio s, p a tc he s, a nd  p ho to g ra p hs.  In c o mpa riso n to urists sha re  

tra ve l to  simila r p la c e s b ut la c k a  sp e c ifie d  p urp o se  with g ro up  b o nd ing .  Pilg rims, 

while  sta nd ing  a p a rt fro m the  who le  o f so c ie ty a s the ir o wn se pa ra te  g ro up , re a c h 

tha t c o mmuna l g a the ring  p o int a nd  the n d isb a nd  with a  re turn to  so c ie ty a nd  

the ir o wn se c ula r live s.  In c o ntra st, to urists simp ly tra ve l a nd  e njo y se e ing .  The  

re c re a tio na l e njo yme nt o f sp a tia l mo ve me nt is e mp ha size d  mo re  tha n se ntime nt 

o r b e lie f.     

Co inc id e nta lly, the  a d o p tio n o f So uth Ca ro lina  Ho me  Rule  Co unty c ulture  

c o inc id e s with the  id e ntific a tio n o f c ivil p ilg rima g e  in Ame ric a .  During  the  sa me  

p e rio d  o f Ho me  Rule  a d o p tio n in the  1970s, c ultura l g e o g ra p he rs inc re a sing ly 

id e ntifie d  the  imp o rta nc e  o f c ivil p ilg rima g e  syste ms.  Fo r e xa mp le , Dr. Wilb ur 

Ze linsky fro m Pe nnsylva nia  Sta te  Unive rsity re se a rc he d  c ivil p ilg rima g e  ve rsus 

to urism a sso c ia te d  with the  G e ttysb urg  Na tio na l Ba ttle fie ld .  This wa s so o n 

e xte nd e d  to  o the r b a ttle fie ld s, sp o rting  e ve nts, music  ve nue s, me mo ria ls, a nd  

sc e nic  vista s.  The  c o nc e p t o f c ivil p ilg rima g e  g a ine d  mo me ntum a nd  no w p la ys 

a  la rg e  p a rt in the  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt o f to urist site s.  On the  fo llo wing  p a g e  

a  simp listic  a c a d e mic  mo d e l illustra te s the  inte rfa c e  b e twe e n to urist a nd  p ilg rim.  

Se e  Figure  6.4 -  Pilgrim Mode l, page  8         

Afte r e xa mining  the  c ultura l c o mpo ne nt o f Ho me  Rule , it is ne c e ssa ry to  se e  ho w 

And e rso n Co unty d e ve lo p e d  its o wn to urist site s tha t b e c a me  c ivil p ilg rima g e  

site s.  Se ve ra l suc c e ssful e xa mp le s o f the  c o unty’ s c ultura l p la c e -ma king  inc lud e  

And e rso n Sp o rts a nd  Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r: Ce nte r o f it All (C ivic  Ce nte r) Ro c k 

the  Co untry fe stiva l, the  Ba ssma ste r Cla ssic  To urna me nt, the  Saluda  Rive r Ra lly, 

the  Indig e nt Me mo ria l Wa ll, a nd  Sa va nna h Rive r Sc e nic  Byway.   
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Civic  Ce nte r 

Be yo nd  the  1990s a nd  c o ntinuing  into  the  p re se nt, c o untie s we re  a b le  to  e xp a nd  

the ir fisc a l ma na g e me nt a nd  g o ve rnme nt o p e ra tio ns.  The re  a re  se ve ra l p rime  

e xa mp le s o f And e rso n Co unty using  Ho me  Rule  Co unty c ulture  to  c re a te  c ivic  

p ilg rima g e  site s. A Go  Upsta te  ne ws a rtic le  d a te d  Ma y 28, 1999, sta te s tha t, “Two  

ye a rs a g o , b y using  a c c o mmo d a tio ns ta x mo ne y, And e rso n Co unty wa s a b le  to  

c o me  up  with the  fund s fo r the  337-a c re  sp o rts a nd  e nte rta inme nt c o mp le x.”   This 

wa s a n e xp a nsio n o f the  o rig ina l $12 millio n C ivic  Ce nte r with c o nfe re nc e  c e nte r 

a nd  e nte rta inme nt a re na  tha t o p e ne d  in 1991.  The  ne wly fo rme d  1999 And e rso n 

Sp o rts a nd  Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r inc lud e s the  45,000 sq . ft. fa c ility, a n 80-a c re  

sp o rts c o mp le x a nd  a  15,000-se a t o utd o o r a mp hithe a te r.  Thus, the  c re a tio n o f a  

c ultura l fa c ility so o n p ro vid e d  the  se tting  fo r a  c o unty music  p ilg rima g e  site  whe re  

p ilg rims a nd  to urists a like  a tte nd  ve nue s a nd  ro a d  sho ws o f the ir fa vo rite  a rtists.   

Pre vio usly, Ro c k the  Co untry a nnua l c o untry music  p ilg rima g e  wa s he ld  b y the  

Co unty d uring  the  he a t o f the  summe r.  This music  fe stiva l ha s the  ma king s o f a n 

a nnua l p ilg rima g e  fo r music  fa ns, d e pe nd ing  o n ho w muc h the  c o unty d e ve lo p s 

it a s a  site  ve rsus a n e ve nt.  Two  re g io na l e xa mp le s o f music  p ilg rima g e  a re  Elvis 

Pre sle y’ s ho me  G ra c e la nd  a nd  the  G ra nd  O le  Op ry, a  c o untry music  ve nue .   

Bassmaste r 

Ano the r Ande rso nian p ilg rima g e  site  is c e nte re d  o n G re e n Po nd  La nd ing  & Eve nt 

Ce nte r a t La ke  Ha rtwe ll.  On De c e mb e r 19, 2014, a  thre e -la ne  c o nc re te  ra mp 

me a suring  280 fe e t lo ng  wa s b uilt to  susta in histo ric  p e rio d s o f hig h- a nd  lo w-le ve l 

la ke  wa te r.  Ad d itio na lly, 166 truc k/ tra ile r p a rking  sp a c e s a nd  113 sing le  p a rking  

sp a c e s we re  insta lle d  b y And e rso n Co unty Pa rks & Re c re a tio n.  Due  to  the  la rg e  

numb e rs o f b a ss in La ke  Ha rtwe ll a nd  so me  q uic k ma rke ting  b y Visit And e rso n a nd  

the  And e rso n Co unty Pa rk & Re c  De p a rtme nt, the  Ba ssma ste r C la ssic  (kno wn a s 

the  Bass Pro  Sho p s Bassma ste r Cla ssic  fishing  to urna me nt wa s he ld  a t G re e n Po nd  

La nd ing ).  As Ne il Pa ul, Exe c utive  Dire c to r o f the  no n-p ro fit Visit And e rso n sta te s, 

“ The  G re e n Po nd  La nd ing  wa s the  g lue  tha t c e me nte d  the  c o mmunity a nd  la ke  

to g e the r” .  Ultima te ly, this so c ia l “ g lue ”  c re a te d  a  sp o rts p ilg rima g e  syste m.  The  

to p  o f this hie ra rc hic a l sp o rts fishing  p ilg rima g e  is the  Ba ss C la ssic  to urna me nt.  It 

wa s he ld  fo ur time s a t La ke  Ha rtwe ll in 2008, 2015, 2018, a nd  2022.  If he ld  fo r a  

p ro je c te d  5th time  it sha ll se t a  re c o rd  b y surp a ssing  the  o nly fo ur re pe a t p la c e s in 

Ala b a ma  a nd  Lo uisia na .  Simila r to  the  O lymp ic s spo rts p ilg rima g e , it ha s c ha ng e d  

lo c a tio ns e ve ry ye a r sinc e  1971. 
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The  Ba ssma ste r C la ssic  ta ke s p la c e  o ve r thre e  d a ys.  All fish c a ug ht must me a sure  

a t le a st 12 inc he s (o r ma tc h the  sta te ’ s c a tc h a nd  re le a se  rule s).  The  hig he st to ta l 

we ig ht re c e ive s a  tro p hy a nd  mo ne ta ry p rize .  The  fina l e ve nt ho no ring  the  winne r 

is he ld  in a  la rg e  c o lise um ne a rb y to  a c c o mmo d a te  a  la rg e  c ro wd .  Whe n 

re vie wing  the  c o nte sta nts a nd  the  c ro wd s o n a rc hive d  Ba ssma ste r C la ssic  vid e o  

re c o rd ing s, a  sp o rts p ilg rima g e  syste m is re ve a le d  b y wa tc hing  the  se ntime nt.    

The  c o nte sta nts a nd  a ud ie nc e  e xp re ss p le nty o f e mo tio ns with te a rful mo me nts.  

The  p yra mid ic a l hie ra rc hy o f Ba ssma ste r sp o rts p ilg rima g e  to we rs a b o ve  ma ny 

me d ium size  a nd  sma ll fishing  to urna me nts fo r p e o p le  fro m a  la rg e  d e mo g ra p hic  

p o o l, inc lud ing  a sp iring  a ng le rs sta rting  in yo uth a nd  a d va nc ing  to  se nio r 

p ro fe ssio na ls with a  life time  p ursuit o f the  la rg e st o r the  mo st q ua ntity o f b a ss fish.   

Saluda Rive r Rally  

Ano the r g e rmina ting  p ilg rima g e  syste m is the  Sa lud a  Rive r Ra lly whic h sta rte d  in 

2010 a s c a mp ing  a nd  ka ya king  jo urne y fro m a  la unc h o n the  b a nks o f the  Sa lud a  

ne a r Po wd e rsville .  Onc e  a g a in, the  And e rso n Co unty Pa rks & Re c re a tio n 

De p a rtme nt sta rte d  the  e ve nt b y imp ro ving  Do lly Co o p e r Pa rk.  Future  p la ns 

invo lve  p a rk e xp a nsio n.  The  e ve nt ha s a  re g io na l p ull o f a nnua l p ilg rims a nd  

to urists se e king  wa te r re c re a tio n, c a mping , a nd  a  g a the ring .  Simulta ne o usly, 

a no the r c o unty music  fe stiva l wa s a d d e d  to  e ve nt (Rhythm o n the  Rive r).  Simila r 

to  the  C ivic  Ce nte r a nd  G re e n Po nd  La nd ing , a  ne w p a rk is sc he d ule d  fo r 

c o mp le tio n.  If And e rso n Co unty Ho me  Rule  c ulture  b uild ing  re p e a ts itse lf, this will 

b e c o me  a  re g io na l sp o rts p ilg rima g e  syste m.  Annua l c a mp ing  fa milie s a nd  

o the rs will so c ia lize  a nd  ka ya k in the  sp irit o f the  Sa lud a  Rive r.  By inc o rp o ra ting  

a nd  inte nsifying  the  Ra lly a nd  p a rk d e ve lo p me nt within the  p o lic y g o a ls, 

c ha mp io ns, stra te g ie s, a nd  a c tio ns in the  la te r p a rt o f this c ha p te r, this e ve nt ha s 

the  ma king s o f a no the r c ivil p ilg rima g e  syste m.   

Indige nt Me morial Wall 

A mo re  se ntime nta l p ilg rima g e  c re a te d  b y Ande rso nia n Ho me  Rule  Co unty 

c ulture  is the  And e rso n Co unty Ind ig e nt Me mo ria l Wa ll.  “Ande rso nia n”  is a  te rm 

use d  b y Co unc ilma n Bre t Sa nd e rs in a  vid e o  o f the  De c e mb e r 2025 me mo ria l 

g a the ring .  He  a p p lie d  the  te rm to  d e sc rib e  the  se ntime nta l a nd  symp a the tic  

va lue s o f c o unty c itize ns while  the y re a c h o ut in re me mb ra nc e  o f the  d e c e a se d  

who  we re  no t c la ime d  b y fa mily o r sup p o rte d  b y b uria l fund s.  The  histo ric  c o unty 

Po tte r’ s Fie ld  (ind ig e nt c e me te ry) is lo c a te d  within the  And e rso n Sp o rts & 
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Ente rta inme nt Co mp le x a re a .  The  And e rso n Co unty Offic e  o f the  Co ro ne r 

c re a te d  a  me mo ria l wa ll a t the  histo ric a l c o unty c e me te ry o n C ivic  Ce nte r 

p ro p e rty.  Ashe s o f the  fa lle n ind ig e nt a re  sp re a d  within the  white  p ic ke t fe nc e  

c e me te ry.  A se ntime nta l me mo ria l g a the ring  is he ld  e ve ry ye a r b y the  Co ro ne r’ s 

O ffic e  a nd  Co unty Co unc il.  The  na me s a nd  d a te  o f p a ssing  o f the  d e c e a se d  a re  

re a d  a s we ll a s a  se ntime nta l c ita tio n.  This e ve nt is ma rke d  with the  te a rs o f c o unty 

o ffic ia ls a nd  fa mily me mb e rs o f the  d e c e a se d .  It is re c o rd e d  o n vid e o  b y the  

Ande rso n Co unty Ob se rve r ne ws site .  During  the  De c e mb e r 2025 c e re mo ny Chie f 

De p uty Co ro ne r Do na ld  Mc Co wn re a d  a  p o e m a c c o mp a nie d  b y g ro up 

se ntime nt.  Se e  Figure  6.5 – Me morial Poe m, page  12    

Savannah Rive r Byway 

Ano the r wo rthy me ntio n o f And e rso n Co unty c ulture  is the  Sa va nna h Rive r Sc e nic  

Bywa y. It wa s d e sig na te d  in 1998 a s p a rt o f the  Na tio na l Sc e nic  Bywa y Asso c ia tio n 

a nd  is 110 mile s in to ta l.  It p a ra lle ls the  And e rso n Co unty b o rd e r with Ge o rg ia  a nd  

the  Sa va nna h Rive r.  As the  b ywa y tra nse c ts the  c o unty, it e xhib its a n intrinsic  

q ua lity d e sc rib e d  a s histo ric  while  utilizing  hig hwa y Ro ute s 24, 187, 412, a nd  81 fo r 

a  to ta l le ng th o f a p p ro xima te ly 40 c o unty mile s.  This stre tc h o f the  sc e nic  b ywa y 

o ffe rs tra ve le rs p ic nic  a re a s, sc e nic  vie ws o f La ke  Ha rtwe ll a nd  the  Sa va nna h 

Rive r; a s we ll a s a n o p p o rtunity to  e xp e rie nc e  the  rura l a g ra ria n So uth.  Afte r 

re a c tiva tio n a nd  re visio n o f the  1998 b ywa y no mina tio n, this stre tc h o f hig hwa y 

sha ll b e  the  ne xt p ilg rima g e  syste m sp o nso re d  b y And e rso n Co unty Ho me  Rule  

Co unty c ulture .  Like  the  p re vio usly me ntio ne d  syste ms - p o lic y, c ha mp io ns, 

stra te g ie s, a nd  a c tio ns a re  d e sc rib e d  la te r in this c ha p te r.  The  fo llo wing  ma p  

o utline s the  c o urse  o f the  sc e nic  b ywa y a s it tra nse c ts the  c o unty.  Se e  Figure  6.6 

– Savannah Rive r Byway Map, page  13  
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Ma te ria l Culture  

It is vita l to  no te  tha t c ulture  a s a  p e o p le ’ s wa y o f life  e nc o mp a sse s the ir 

a rc hite c ture , fo o d , fe stiva ls, b e lie fs, re lig io n, a nd  re sid e nc e s, while  histo ry o n the  

o the r ha nd  te lls the  sto ry o f a  p e o p le ’ s p a st, id e ntity, a c hie ve me nts a nd  strug g le s. 

Cultura l a nd  histo ric a l re so urc e s re ma in a n inte g ra l p a rt o f e ve ry so c ie ty; the y instill 

in p e o p le  a  uniq ue  se nse  o f p la c e  a nd  a lso  se rve  a s a n e sse ntia l ing re d ie nt in 

c o mmunity b uild ing . The  ne e d  fo r And e rso n Co unty to  p re se rve  its c ultura l a nd  

histo ric a l re so urc e s c a nno t b e  o ve r e mp ha size d . Whe n p re se rve d  a nd  ma rke te d  

the y c a n b o o st to urism p la c e -ma king .  So c ie ty re q uire s ric h c ultura l a nd  histo ric a l 

re so urc e s to  a ttra c t visito rs a nd  ke e p  the m e ng a g e d . To urism is a  g re a t so urc e  o f 

inc o me  fo r And e rso n Co unty if ma na g e d  p ro p e rly. Visua l a nd  p e rfo rming  a rts a lso  

a ttra c t visito rs fro m fa r a nd  wid e  a nd  ke e p  the m e nte rta ine d  with the  va rio us 

fe stiva ls a nd  sho ws, p ro mp ting  the m to  sta y lo ng e r a nd  sp e nd  mo re  o n ho te ls 

p ro vid ing  a  b o o st to  lo c a l e c o no my.  Ad d itio na lly, a g ric ultura l he rita g e  sup p o rts 

to urism b y turning  fa rm life  a nd  p ra c tic e s into  visito r e xp e rie nc e s.  Se ve ra l 

e xa mp le s a re  the  o ffe ring  o f fa rm-sta ys, c a te ring  ve nue s, a nd  the  U-Pic k 

e xp e rie nc e .  Furthe rmo re , p ro mo ting  wa te r he rita g e  b y re vita lizing  wa te rfro nts 

a nd  ma king  the m e ve nt-re a d y p ro mo te s to urism.  In c o nc lusio n, the  und e rlying  

mo tive  o f c ra fting  the  ma nd a te d  c ultura l re so urc e s e le me nt is to  e xp o und  the  

imp o rta nc e  o f c ultura l a nd  histo ric a l re so urc e s to  ma ximize  the ir full p o te ntia l 

b e ne fit.  And e rso n Co unty is b le sse d  with a  numb e r o f imp o rta nt histo ric  b uild ing s 

whic h ha ve  c o nsiste ntly witne sse d  time , while  te lling  sto rie s tha t sha p e d  the  

c o unty. The  So uth Ca ro lina  Sta te  Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n Offic e  (SHPO), a s we ll a s the  

Co unty a nd  its munic ip a litie s, ha ve  d e vo te d  muc h time  a nd  e ffo rt to  b o th 

inve nto ry the se  site s a nd  c re a te  the  ne c e ssa ry re g ula to ry fra me wo rk to  p ro te c t 

the m fro m the  a d ve rse  imp a c ts o f ne w d e ve lo p me nt, re d e ve lo p me nt, 

re ha b ilita tio n a nd  ne g le c t.  Se e  Figure  6.7 – Historic  Struc ture s, page  15 

And e rso n Co unty’ s ma te ria l c ulture  a lso  inc lud e s 23 p ro pe rtie s liste d  o n the  

Na tio na l Re g iste r (Se e  Figure  6.8 – Historic  Prope rtie s, page s 16 -  17).  In a d d itio n 

to  ma rking  the  fina l re sting  p la c e s o f o ur a nc e sto rs, c e me te rie s a re  sa c re d  

a rc hive s o f o ur so c ia l, re lig io us, a rtistic , a nd  c ultura l he rita g e . The y a lso  c o nta in 

g e ne a lo g ic a l info rma tio n tha t ma y no t b e  fo und  e lse whe re . Mo re  sp e c ific  

info rma tio n a b o ut c e me te rie s ma y b e  fo und  o n the  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt 

o f Arc hive s a nd  Histo ry’ s we b site .  Se e  Figure  6.9 -  Ce me te rie s, pa g e  18.   
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Re lig io us o rg a niza tio ns a re  a n imp o rta nt p a rt o f a  c o mmunity’ s c ulture , whic h 

he lp s to  sha p e  va lue s a nd  nurture  sp irits. No t o nly a re  the re  ma ny histo ric  a nd  

b e a utiful c hurc h b uild ing s sp re a d  thro ug ho ut the  Co unty, it is re lig io us 

o rg a niza tio ns tha t a c tive ly c o ntrib ute  to  e me rg e nc y re lie f (inc lud ing  the  Co vid 19 

p a nd e mic  re sp o nse  a nd  a ssista nc e  to  ha nd ic a p p e d  a nd  ho me le ss p e o p le ), 

c ha rita b le  g iving , so c ia l se rvic e s (p a rtic ula rly fo r the  e ld e rly, p riso ne rs, vulne ra b le  

c hild re n, fa milie s in ne e d , a nd  the  und e re mp lo ye d ), a nd  me d ic a l c a re . The y he lp  

p e o p le  who  a re  strug g ling  in so me  wa y (e .g ., with a d d ic tio n, ho me le ssne ss, 

p o ve rty, e tc .). The re  a re  ma ny re lig io us g ro up s tha t se rve  this func tio n, a s we ll a s 

inte rfa ith g ro up s tha t b ring  in p e o p le  o f d iffe re nt re lig io ns to  wo rk to g e the r to  se rve  

tho se  in ne e d .  Se e  Figure  6.10 -  Re ligious Organizations, page  20     

The re  a re  a  ha nd ful o f a nnua l fe stiva ls in And e rso n Co unty. Re sid e nts a ntic ip a te  

a tte nd ing  the se  e ve nts to  c e le b ra te  b o th histo ric  a nd  ma te ria l c ulture .   It is vita l 

to  sup p o rt the  c o o rd ina tio n a nd  ma rke ting  o f the se  fe stiva ls to  stre ng the n c ultura l 

id e ntity, a ttra c t re g io na l to urism, a nd  c e le b ra te  lo c a l he rita g e .  A sho rt list o f 

fe stiva ls fo llo ws this p a ra g ra p h.  This list is no t e xc lusive  a nd  o nly se rve s a s a  

sa mp ling  o f fe stiva ls.  Fe stiva ls a re  a sso c ia te d  with the  c o unty re sid e nts c a lle d  the    

“Ande rso nia ns” , a s we ll a s b o th intra sta te  a nd  inte rsta te  to urists.  Se ve ra l o f the  

fe stiva ls a p p e a r a p a rt fro m b a sic  to urism b y a ttra c ting  a nnua l p ilg rims.  The  

Christma s Tre e  Lig ht fe stiva l in d o wnto wn And e rso n ma rks the  lig hting  o f a  ta ll 

Christma s tre e  d uring  the  d a rke st time  o f the  ye a r; while  the  Sa lud a  Rive r Ra lly 

ma y b e c o me  a n a nnua l p ilg rima g e  d uring  the  Summe r fo r c a mp ing  fa milie s fro m 

the  re g io na l so uthe a ste rn US.  A sho rt list o f Fe stiva ls in And e rso n Co unty inc lud e s: 

And e rso n So ire e      Ba llo o ns O ve r And e rso n-A Ho t Air Affa ir  
And e rso n Co unty Fa ir: Se p te mb e r  The  G re a t And e rso n Co unty Fa ir: Ma y  
And e rso n Ma ke rs Ma rke t   And e rso n Co unty Sp ring  Ma rke t  
And e rso n Christma s Lig hts   Ho lly Jo lly Ho lid a y Fa ir  
Ce le b ra te  And e rso n We e ke nd   Ro c k the  Co untry: And e rso n  
Ne xus Ne b ula -A Fe stiva l fo r the  Arts Sta nd p ip e  He rita g e  a nd  Arts Fe stiva l  
SC  Chili Co o k-Off: Be lto n   Sug a r Fo o t Fe stiva l: Ho ne a  Pa th  
De p o t Da y He rita g e  Fa ll Fe stiva l Iva  Do g  Da ys o f Summe r Do g  Sho w: Pe lze r  
Pump kinp a lo o za  Fa ll Fe stiva l: Pe lze r Fa ll & Fa rm Fe st: We st Pe lze r  
Fa ll Fe stiva l a t De nve r Do wns   Fre e d o mFe st: Pe nd le to n  
O ld  Fa rm Da ys: Pe nd le to n   Sp ring  Jub ile e  Fe stiva l: Pe nd le to n  
Sunflo we r Fe stiva l: De nve r Do wns  Sp ring  Fling : Sta rr  
Fa ll Fe stiva l: Sta rr    Mistle to e  Ma rke t o n Ma in: We st Pe lze r  
Pig  in the  Pa rk: Willia msto n   Sp ring  Wa te r Fe stiva l: Willia msto n 
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Ma te ria l c ulture  is a lso  ma nife ste d  b y Mill Villa g e s.  As me ntio ne d  in the  2026 

Co mp re he nsive  Pla n, Pa rt 1, Cha p te r 2: Ho using  Ele me nt, And e rso n Co unty 

p la ye d  a  p ivo ta l ro le  in So uth Ca ro lina ’ s te xtile  mill b o o m o f the  la te  19th a nd  

e a rly 20th c e nturie s, with se ve ra l no ta b le  mill villa g e s like  Pe lze r, Orr Co tto n Mills, 

a nd  And e rso n Co tto n Mills fo rming  se lf-c o nta ine d  c o mmunitie s c e nte re d  o n 

te xtile  p ro d uc tio n. The  mill villa g e s c o nta in fo ur style s o f wo rke r ho using . The  

ho me s c a n b e  d ivid e d  into  two  d istinc t stylistic  g ro up s: e a rly ho using  tha t wa s 

c o nstruc te d  a t the  time  the  mill wa s o rg a nize d , a nd  la te r ho using  c o nstruc te d  in 

the  1920s a nd  1930s.  Curre ntly, the  c o unty a nd  lo c a l munic ipa litie s a re  a ssisting  

in the  re d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts tha t a rise  in the  villa g e s.  Ano the r issue  c o nc e rns 

the  o n-g o ing  a nd  e ve r-p re se nt b a la nc ing  a c t tha t invo lve s the  ne e d  fo r 

a ffo rd a b le  ho using  a nd  p ro fit-ma king  g e ntrific a tio n a sso c ia te d  with e a c h 

b uild ing  p ro je c t.  A ma p  d e p ic ting  16 mill villa g e s thro ug ho ut the  c o unty fo llo ws.  

Se e  Figure  6. 11 – Mill Village s, page  22 

Se rio us e ffo rts a re  ma d e  to  b o th inve nto ry a nd  p ro te c t a rc he o lo g ic a l site s, histo ric  

struc ture s a nd  p ro p e rtie s, c e me te rie s, c hurc he s, a nd  mill villa g e s.  The se  

p re se rva tio n e ffo rts ne e d  to  b e  c o ntinue d  a nd  e nha nc e d  in the  future . Sp e c ia l 

e mp ha sis c a n b e  p la c e d  o n id e ntifying  a nd  p re se rving  the  Co unty’ s ma te ria l 

c ulture  thro ug h p ro a c tive  me a ns, i.e ., a da p tive  re use , g ra nt fund e d  ma rke ting , 

p ro mo tio n, a nd  re ha b ilita tio n, e tc .  Co unty la nd  use  o rd ina nc e s a nd  p ra c tic e s 

c o ntinua lly a d a p t a s a  me a ns to  inc re a se  mind fulne ss c o nc e rning  ma te ria l 

c ulture .   Re c o g nitio n o f the se  re so urc e s g a ins e c o no mic , a e sthe tic , re c re a tio n, 

to urism, a nd  p ilg rima g e  a d va nta g e s.  Vib ra nt c ultura l a c tivitie s c o up le d  with 

p re se rva tio n o f histo ric a lly sig nific a nt site s a nd  the  ma king  o f g re a t p ub lic  "sp a c e s" 

a nd  vista s a re  vita l to  a ttra c t tho se  who  will inve st in the  lo c a l e c o no my.  

Ultima te ly, the  p ro mo tio n o f p ilg rima g e  a nd  the  c ultiva tio n o f ma te ria l c ulture  

c o ntrib ute s to  the  10 ye a r c o mp re he nsive  c o unty p la n.    
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Guiding  Polic y  

Do e s p o lic y g uid e  lo c a l c ulture ?  Ye s, the  o rig ina l g uid ing  p o lic y o f Ho me  Rule  

intro d uc e d  in the  1970s tra nse c te d  the  slo w d e c line  o f te xtile  ma nufa c turing  a nd  

c o tto n-b a se d  a g ric ulture .  And e rso n Co unty imme d ia te ly a b so rb e d  the  

e mp o we rme nt a sso c ia te d  with Ho me  Rule  Co unty g o ve rnme nt c ulture .  It 

d e ve lo p e d  re c re a tio na l fa c ilitie s - a n e ve nt c e nte r, a  muse um, la ke  a nd  rive r 

la nd ing s, a nd  p a rks.  The se  fo rms o n the  la nd sc a p e  slo wly c re a te d  a  to urism 

ind ustry a nd  the n ma ture d  into  se ve ra l imp o rta nt c ivil p ilg rima g e  site s.  By 

id e ntifying  a nd  inte nsifying  the se  site s, And e rso n Co unty g o ve rnme nt c a n 

d e ve lo p  a  list o f p o lic y c ha mp io ns, stra te g ie s, a nd  a c tio ns to  p ro mo te  c ivil 

p ilg rima g e  a s c ulture  in the  2026 c o mp re he nsive  p la n.  In a d d itio n, Ho me  Rule  

Co unty c ulture  e mpo we rs the  Pla nning  Co mmissio n a nd  Co unty Co unc il to  a d o p t 

a  ne w c o mp re he nsive  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt o rd ina nc e  (LUDO) tha t p ro te c ts the  

e xisting  ma te ria l c ulture .          

 

Re c omme nde d Polic y Champions  

And e rso n Muse um; De p t. o f Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, & To urism 

And e rso n Sp o rts & Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r; De p t. o f Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, & To urism  

Co unty Co unc il 

Fa c ilitie s Divisio n, De p t. o f Ce ntra l Se rvic e s 

O ffic e  o f the  Co ro ne r 

Pa rks Divisio n, De p a rtme nt o f Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, & To urism 

Pla nning  Co mmissio n 

Pla nning  Divisio n; De p t. o f Pla nning  & Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt 

Visit And e rso n, De p t. o f Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, & To urism 
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Cultura l Re sourc e  Stra te g ie s  

Ac kno wle d g e  a nd  id e ntify the  p ro mp ts whe n a  to urism e ve nt b e c o me s a  

p ilg rima g e  syste m.  The n inte nsify the  p ro mo tio n o f the  e ve nt a s a  p ilg rima g e  

syste m.  This inc lud e s c o mb ine d  a c tio n b y the  triumvira te  d ivisio ns within the  

De p a rtme nt o f Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, & To urism.  The  trio  inc lud e s And e rso n Sp o rts a nd  

Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r (ASEC), Pa rks & Re c re a tio n, a nd  Visit And e rso n.  The y c a n 

p ro mo te  a n e ve nt tha t c o nta ins a  p e rio d ic  a c tivity fo llo we d  b y a  g a the ring  with 

a wa rd s a nd  the n a  fe a st (d ining  a nd  lo d g ing ) with a  sc he d ule d  d e p a rture  o f 

p a rtic ip a nts.  The  a wa rd s c a n inc lud e  a  b a d g e , to ke n, c lo thing , tro p hy, a nd  o the r 

c urio s to  re mind  p a rtic ip a nts o f the ir jo urne y to  And e rso n Co unty p ilg rima g e  site s; 

i.e ., Ba ssma ste r a nd  C ivic  Ce nte r ve nue s.  Ad d itio na lly, the se  thre e  c o unty 

d ivisio ns c a n a ssist in d e ve lo p ing  the  Sa lud a  Rive r Ra lly a nd  the  Sa va nna h Rive r 

Sc e nic  Bywa y.  The  Ind ig e nt Me mo ria l Wa ll re q uire s a c tio n fro m a no the r 

triumvira te  o f stra te g ic  ma na g e me nt – O ffic e  o f the  Co ro ne r, Fa c ilitie s Divisio n, 

a nd  Co unty Co unc il to  inc re a se  the  Wa ll size , the  la nd sc a p e , a nd  fund ing .  As fo r 

Ma te ria l Culture , the  Pla nning  Co mmissio n c a n utilize  the  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt 

o rd ina nc e  (LUDO ) re write  to  inc o rp o ra te  a rc ha e o lo g y, histo ry, a nd  c ultura l 

la nd sc a p e  p re se rva tio n via  a d o p tio n o f ne wly c ra fte d  site  p la n a nd  sub d ivisio n 

re g ula tio ns. 

Re c omme nde d Ac tions  

Bassmaste r Classic  Tourname nt 

 Visit And e rso n ta ke s the  na tio na l le a d  b y o b ta ining  a  5th Ba ssma ste r C la ssic  

To urna me nt p ilg rima g e  a t G re e n Po nd  La nd ing ; the re b y, o b ta ining  the  

re c o rd  fo r the  mo st BC To urna me nts a t o ne  site  – La ke  Ha rtwe ll, And e rso n 

Co unty. 

 Up o n o b ta ining  suc h a  to urna me nt, Visit And e rso n p ro mo te s it a s a  

p ilg rima g e  site  via  lo c a l, re g io na l, a nd  na tio na l ma rke ting .   

 And e rso n Sp o rts & Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r p ro vid e s a d d itio na l sp a c e  fo r 

e xtra  fishing  e xhib its, c o lle c tive  d ining , a nd  a nc illa ry e ve nts to  p ro mo te  the  

Ba ssma ste r p ilg rima g e .   

 Pa rks & Re c re a tio n c o ntinue s to  imp ro ve  the  G re e n Po nd  La nd ing  site  fo r 

the  influx o f to urists a nd  p ilg rims.   
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 And e rso n Muse um c re a te s a n e xhib it, d isp la y, o r le c ture  a b o ut La ke  

Ha rtwe ll. 

 

Ande rson Sports & Ente rtainme nt Ce nte r and Civic  Ce nte r 

 ASEC c o ntinue s to  d e ve lo p  music  ve nue s le a d ing  to  p o ssib le  p ilg rima g e .    

This ma y inc lud e  e nha nc e me nts to  b o th e xte rio r a nd  inte rio r, a s we ll a s 

la nd sc a p e s.   

 ASEC, Fa c ilitie s, a nd  Pa rk & Re c re a tio n c o lle c tive ly c o nsid e r music  fe stiva ls 

a s a nnua l p ilg rima g e  e ve nts a nd  e nha nc e  the  e xp e rie nc e  via  inc re a se d  

flo w o f b o th to urists a nd  p ilg rims.   

 Visit And e rso n p ro mo te s suc h e ve nts a s a  p ilg rima g e  d e stina tio n.   

 Co unty Ad ministra tio n a nd  Co unc il se e k to  a d d  music  p ilg rima g e  a c tivity. 

Se e  Appe ndix D, pa g e  29 

Saluda Rive r Rally  

 Pa rks & Re c re a tio n furthe r d e ve lo p s the  infra struc ture  a nd  e ve nts 

a sso c ia te d  with the  Saluda  Rive r Ra lly a nd  a sso c ia te d  la nd ing s a nd  p a rks. 

 Visit And e rso n p ro mo te s the  e ve nt a s a n a nnua l p ilg rima g e  p a c ka g e . 

Indige nt Me morial Wall 

 Offic e  o f the  Co ro ne r, Co unty Co unc il, a nd  Fa c ilitie s d ivisio n c o ntinue  to  

e xp a nd  a nd  p ro mo te  the  Ind ig e nt Me mo ria l Wa ll via  la nd sc a p e  d e sig n. 

 And e rso n Musue m p ro vid e s info rma tio n o n the  histo ry o f the  And e rso n 

Co unty’ s Po tte r’ s Fie ld  fo r inc lusio n in a  histo ric a l ma rke r.   

Savannah Rive r Sc e nic  Byway 

 Visit And e rso n ta ke s the  le a d  o n d e ve lo p ing  ma rke ting  ma te ria l fo r the  

Sa va nna h Sc e nic  Bywa y. 

 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt re g iste rs fo r a nnua l Cha mp io n le ve l me mb e rship  

($300) in the  Na tio na l Sc e nic  Bywa y Asso c ia tio n with NSBA me d ia -

e nha nc e d  o p p o rtunitie s. 
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 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt e nro lls in Bywa y Le a d e r Tra ining  b o th o n-site  a nd  

virtua l ($125 fo r NSBA me mb e rs).   

 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt a tte nd s a nnua l Bywa y c o nfe re nc e  

 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt c o ntinue s to  e d uc a te , a d vo c a te , p ro mo te , e ng a g e , 

c o nne c t, a nd  c e le b ra te  And e rso n Co unty’ s se g me nt o f the  Sa va nna h 

Rive r Na tio na l Sc e nic  Bywa y. 

 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt a lo ng  with Ro a d s & Brid g e s d ivisio n utilize s G IS to  

lo c a te  sc e nic  p ic nic  a re a s a nd  p ull o ffs a lo ng  the  b ywa y. 

 Pla nning  De p a rtme nt up d a te s the  (1998) Tra ve lb ywa ys.c o m info rma tio n 

re q ue ste d  fo r e a c h sc e nic  b ywa y.  Se e  Appe ndix D, pa g e  30  

Mate rial Culture  

 Pla nning  Co mmissio n a nd  De p a rtme nt o f Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity 

De ve lo p me nt a lo ng  with c o unty c o nsulta nts sha ll ha ve  the  c urre nt la nd  use  

d e ve lo p me nt o rd ina nc e  (LUDO) re visio n inc o rpo ra te  ma te ria l c ulture  

p re se rva tio n la ng ua g e  fo r p la n re vie ws, i.e ., histo ric  struc ture s a nd  

p ro p e rtie s, c e me te rie s, c hurc he s, sc ho o ls, a rc he o lo g ic a l site s,  a g ric ultura l 

he rita g e , a nd  sc e nic  vie wshe d s.  

 Pla nning  Co mmissio n a nd  De p a rtme nt o f Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity 

De ve lo p me nt a lo ng  with c o unty c o nsulta nts a ssist in the  re d e ve lo p me nt o f 

the  Mill Villa g e s via  c ritic a l site  p la n re vie ws.   
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APPENDIX D 

And e rso n, S.C . (FO X Ca ro lina ) - Ro c k the  Co untry a nno unc e d  tha t it 

ha s c a nc e lle d  its sto p  in the  Up sta te , Fe b rua ry 06, 2026. 

O rg a nize rs sa id  the  fe stiva l, o rig ina lly sc he d ule d  to  b e  he ld  in 

And e rso n o n July 25 thro ug h July 26, wa s c a nc e lle d  due  to  

“unfo re se e n c irc umsta nc e s” . 

The  And e rso n Co unty Administra to r issue d  the  fo llo wing  sta te me nt: 

“Ande rso n Co unty has b e e n pro ud to  ho st Ro c k the  Co untry fo r the  

p a st two  ye ars. The  e ve nt was a  hug e  suc c e ss drawing  te ns o f 

tho usands o f visito rs, ma king  a  multi-millio n-do llar e c o no mic  imp ac t 

o n the  Up sta te . An e ve nt o f this c a lib e r p ro ve d wha t a  g re a t ve nue  

and e xc e p tio na l ho sp ita lity we  have  he re  in Ande rso n Co unty. O f 

c o urse , we  a re  disa p po inte d that Ro c k the  Co untry will no t re turn to  

Ande rso n this ye ar. 

We  a re  a lre a dy p la nning  a dditio na l ma jo r e ve nts a nd lo o k fo rwa rd 

to  e xc iting  a nno unc e me nts to  c o me . Ande rso n Co unty is c o mmitte d 

to  b ring ing  hig h q ua lity a rts and e nte rta inme nt to  o ur c o mmunity." 

Co unty Administra to r Rusty Burns 
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APPENDIX D

Tra ve lBywa ys.c om informa tion re que ste d for e a c h de sig na te d bywa y:

Exa mp le : http s:/ / nsb fo und a tio n.c o m/ nb / c o untry-music -hig hwa y/

Ma ke  sure  the  c urre nt info rma tio n 

p o ste d  a lre a d y is c o rre c t:

Esp e c ia lly the  “Bywa y Visito r 

Info rma tio n”  – whe re  so me o ne  c a n 

g o  to  g e t ho te l/ re sta ura nt/ e ve nt 

info rma tio n

Ove rvie w – e d it a s ne e d e d  – b utto n a t 

b o tto m o f e a c h p a g e  – (50 – 100 

wo rd s)

Loc a l Bywa y Pa rtne rs: We  c a n list up  to  8 Bywa y Pa rtne rs, the ir we b site s a nd  

p ho ne  numb e rs – this is in a d d itio n to  the  “ Bywa y Visito r Info rma tio n”  link a b o ve  

– it c a n a lso  inc lud e  links to  d o wnlo a d a b le  ma p s a nd  g uid e s inste a d  o f a  

p a rtne r link

Story – No  wo rd  limit o n o ur we b site  – b ut, will a  visito r re a d  mo re  tha n 300-500 

wo rd s?  (The  Jo urna l o f Me mo ry a nd  La ng ua g e  sa ys p e o p le  re a d  sile ntly 238 

wo rd s p e r minute )

Driving  Dire c tions – ma yb e  fro m N to  S; E to  W; o r fro m a  ma jo r c ity/ a irp o rt?

Points of Inte re st – we  c a n list up  to  15 p o ints o f inte re st; yo u just ha ve  to  se nd  

the  d e sc rip tio n a nd  a  we b site  (if a va ila b le ) – we  will id e ntify the  G o o g le  Ma p  

link fo r the  “ d ire c tio ns”  – e ve ntua lly, the se  p o ints o f inte re st will b e  p ut o nto  the  

Ove rlo o k Ma p s site

Itine ra ry (a ltho ug h it sa ys sing ula r, ‘ Itine ra ry’  – we  c a n p ut mo re  tha n o ne , I will 

just sa y Itine ra ry One : Na me ; Itine ra ry Two : Na me ; e tc .
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The  Ho me  Rule  Ac t, passe d b y the  So uth Caro lina  Sta te  Le g isla ture  in 1975, 

sig nific antly e xpande d the  po we r o f c o untie s.  Co untie s b e c ame  re spo nsib le  fo r 

the ir o wn struc ture , func tio ns, and financ ing .  Fo r the  first time , it a lso  made  

inte rg o ve rnme nta l c o o pe ra tio n po ssib le .  Ande rso n Co unty b e c ame  ab le  to  

c hart its o wn de stiny as it re la te s to  lo c a l c ulture , e c o no mic  de ve lo pme nt, land 

use , na tura l re so urc e s, and o the r a re as o f lo c a l c o nc e rn no w unde r its de c isio n-

making  autho rity. Co mmo n thre ads b ind the se  te n e le me nts o f the  

Co mpre he nsive  Plan to g e the r.  It is the  jo b  o f the  Co unty Co unc il to  find the  

b a lanc e  tha t will re sult in the  b e st o utc o me s fo r its c itize ns.  So  . . . a  tip  o f the  ha t 

g o e s to  tho se  So uth Caro lina  le g isla to rs and le ade rs who , 51 ye ars ag o , had the  

fo re sig ht to  a llo w lo c a l de c isio ns to  b e  c o nc e ive d and c arrie d o ut c lo se r to  the  

pe o p le !  

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

And e rso n Co unty will c o ntinue  to  a d va nc e  p ra c tic a l p o lic ie s tha t will d rive  

e c o no mic  p ro sp e rity.  Ensuring  tha t c itize ns ha ve  a c c e ss to  e mp lo yme nt is o ne  o f 

the  mo st imp o rta nt a sp e c ts o f c re a ting  a  vib ra nt a nd  re silie nt c o mmunity. The  

Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt Ele me nt se rve s to  p ro vid e  a  sta tus re po rt o f the  And e rso n 

Co unty e c o no my a nd  to  ma ke  re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r d e ve lo p ing  a n 

e nviro nme nt c a p a b le  o f susta ining  a nd  re fining  the  e xisting  e c o no my a nd  q ua lity 

o f life .  This e le me nt is a  p la n tha t, if imp le me nte d , is inte nd e d  to  g e ne ra te  ne w 

a nd  a lte rna tive  jo b  o p p o rtunitie s a nd  a n inc re a se d  ta x re ve nue  stre a m tha t will 

e na b le  the  Co unty to  c o ntinue  to  sup p o rt a nd  d e live r a n o utsta nd ing  le ve l o f 

e sse ntia l se rvic e s in a  wa y tha t will c o ntinue  to  susta in e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt. It 

p la c e s e mp ha sis o n ho w the  Co unty will c ho o se  to  lo c a te  b usine ss use s. 

And e rso n Co unty lie s a lo ng  Inte rsta te -85 in the  no rthwe ste rn c o rne r o f So uth 

Ca ro lina , mid wa y b e twe e n Atla nta , GA a nd  Cha rlo tte , NC.  By its g e o g ra p hic a l 

na ture , the  a re a  is d e stine d  to  b e  o ne  tha t a ttra c ts e c o no mic  a nd  p o p ula tio n 

g ro wth.  It is b le sse d  with a b und a nt wa te r re so urc e s a nd  a  mild  c lima te .  It ha s 

mo re  tha n a d e q ua te  a rte ria l a nd  ra il a c c e ss, a lo ng  with ne a rb y p ro ximity to  a  

lo c a l a nd  a n inte rna tio na l a irp o rt a nd  a  So uth Ca ro lina  Inla nd  Po rt.  The  a re a , 

ha ving  o ne  o f the  lo we r c o sts o f living  in the  Unite d  Sta te s, is a lre a d y a  p ro sp e ro us 

ind ustria l, c o mme rc ia l, a nd  to urist c e nte r. With mo re  tha n 15 unive rsitie s a nd  

c o lle g e s within 50 mile s o f And e rso n, the re  a re  ma ny g re a t hig he r e d uc a tio n 
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o p tio ns fo r the  c o mmunity. And e rso n Co unty ha s inte g ra te d  the  re sp e c te d  

e d uc a tio n a nd  tra ining  p ro g ra ms o f the se  lo c a l institutio ns, inc lud ing  And e rso n 

Unive rsity, C le mso n Unive rsity, a nd  Tri-Co unty Te c hnic a l Co lle g e , into  e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt re so urc e s tha t a id  in a d va nc ing  the  wo rkfo rc e  ne e d e d  to  a ttra c t 

ind ustrie s.   

Its e xisting  e c o no my, a lo ng  with up -a nd -c o ming  se c to rs o f e c o no my, must b e  

c o nsid e re d  a s And e rso n Co unty lo o ks to  re info rc e  its p ro sp e rity.    In a d d itio n to  its 

flo urishing  ind ustria l se c to r, the  Co unty ha s g ro wn its to urism se c to r, la rg e ly d ue  to  

55,950-a c re  La ke  Ha rtwe ll, a  U.S. Army Co rp s o f Eng ine e rs la ke  with ne a rly 1,000 

mile s o f sho re line  to uc hing  six c o untie s in two  sta te s.  It is a  hig hly d e sira b le  

lo c a tio n fo r re sid e ntia l a nd  re c re a tio na l use s. The  Co unty is a lso  the  ho me  o f la rg e  

fa rming  a nd  a g ric ultura l b usine sse s.  All the se  se c to rs c o mb ine  to  sup p o rt a  

d ive rse  a nd  re silie nt e c o no my.  

And e rso n Co unty ha s b e e n suc c e ssful in re p la c ing  te xtile s a nd  d ive rsifying  its 

e c o no my in the  la st thirty ye a rs.  The  Gre e nville  Busine ss Mag azine , June  14, 2023, 

g ive s g o o d  insig ht into  the  Up sta te  a nd  the  lo c a l And e rso n e c o no mie s:   

Te xtile s d o mina te d  And e rso n Co unty’ s e c o no my fo r mo re  tha n a  c e ntury, 

fro m sho rtly a fte r Re c o nstruc tio n thro ug h the  1990s.  As te xtile  jo b s b e g a n 

mo ving  o ve rse a s to wa rd  the  e nd  o f the  20th c e ntury, the  Co unty wo rke d  

d ilig e ntly to  d ive rsify its ma nufa c turing  b a se  b y a ttra c ting  o the r ind ustrie s 

a nd  d e vising  hig he r e d uc a tio n o p p o rtunitie s to  e na b le  wo rke rs to  b e tte r 

me e t the  ne e d s o f c o mp a nie s.  Suc c e ssfully c re a ting  suc h a  d ive rsifie d  

e c o no my will ke e p  its c itize ns e mp lo ye d  a nd  he lp  e nsure  the y a re  a b le  to  

we a the r e c o no mic  d o wnturns. 

This e le me nt wa lks thro ug h the  Co unty’ s e xisting  e c o no mic  c o nd itio ns a nd  the  

lo c a l b usine ss c lima te .  Mo re  imp o rta ntly, it ma ke s re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r 

c o ntinuing  a  he a lthy e c o no mic  o utlo o k a lo ng  with a  b a la nc e d  a p p ro a c h to  

lo c a ting  ne w ind ustry.  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt a s it re la te s to  la nd  use , p ub lic  

infra struc ture , a nd  ho using  is d isc usse d  he re  a nd  in o the r re le va nt e le me nts. The  

la te st a va ila b le  e c o no mic  d a ta  re fle c t the  sa me  g e ne ra l tre nd s.  The  Co unty ha s 

b uilt a  stro ng  e c o no my. 
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INVENTO RY OF EXISTING CO NDITIONS 

And e rso n Co unty wo rke d  inte ntio na lly to  fill the  vo id  le ft b y the  va nishing  te xtile  

e c o no my o f the  la st c e ntury with a  stro ng e r, mo re  d ive rsifie d  e c o no mic  b a se . The  

Co unty ha s e a rne d  a  mo re -tha n-a d e q ua te  sha re  o f the  p ro sp e rity e xp e rie nc e d  

b y the  Up sta te  o ve r re c e nt ye a rs via  a n e xp a nd ing  e c o no my a nd  

unp re c e d e nte d  p o pula tio n g ro wth.  The  Co unty’ s e c o no mic  slo g a n is “Whe re  the  

Wo rld Co me s to  Wo rk.”  

And e rso n Co unty’ s e c o no mic  d e ve lo pme nt e ffo rts a re  a mo ng  the  stro ng e st in 

the  So uthe a st.  Ac c o rd ing  to  the  sa me  a rtic le  in The  Gre e nville  Mag azine , 

“And e rso n Co unty ha s d o ne  a  g re a t jo b  a ttra c ting  the  rig ht typ e  o f ind ustry–the  

kind  tha t is c re a ting  mo d e rn, c la ss-A ind ustria l fa c ilitie s a nd  e q uip me nt.  The  

Co unty’ s le a d e rs ha ve  d e vise d  a  ve ry stre a mline d  wa y fo r b usine sse s to  c o me  

into  the  Co unty o r e xp a nd .”   Stro ng  g ro wth a nd  lo w une mp lo yme nt me a n ma ny 

o f tho se  e mp lo ye d  b y the  mo re  tha n 200 ma nufa c turing  firms o p e ra ting  in 

And e rso n Co unty a re  e a rning  g o o d  wa g e s.  O f the  Co unty’ s five  la rg e st 

e mp lo yme nt se c to rs in 2023, ma nufa c turing  ha d  the  hig he st a ve ra g e  sa la ry, 

mo re  tha n 10 p e rc e nt mo re  tha n the  se c o nd -he a lthie st se c to r--he a lth c a re /  

so c ia l a ssista nc e , a nd  ne a rly d o ub le  tha t o f the  third -la rg e st se g me nt--re ta il tra d e .  

La bor Forc e  Cha ra c te ristic s  

The  U.S. Bure a u o f La b o r Sta tistic s d e fine s la b o r fo rc e  o r wo rk fo rc e  a s 

the  to ta l numb e r o f p e o p le  a g e d  16 a nd  o ld e r who  a re  a c tive ly e ng a g e d  in o r 

a va ila b le  fo r wo rk.  And e rso n Co unty’ s la b o r fo rc e  is b e c o ming  mo re  e d uc a te d , 

b e tte r p a id , a nd  o ld e r.  The  Co unty ma inta ins o ne  o f the  lo we st une mp lo yme nt 

ra te s in the  sta te .  Its une mp lo yme nt ra te  in Aug ust 2024 wa s 5.1% a nd  ha d  

d ro p p e d  to  4.4% b y No ve mb e r 2024. As o f De c e mb e r 2025, the  la b o r fo rc e  in 

And e rso n Co unty wa s 102,785 e mp lo ye e s.  By Ja nua ry 22, 2026, the  la b o r fo rc e  

ha d  rise n to  103,346 (g ra p hic  no t a va ila b le ).  Ac c o rd ing  to  a n a rtic le  p ub lishe d  in 

2024 b y the  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Emp lo yme nt a nd  Wo rkfo rc e , the  2024 

a ve ra g e  sa la ry fo r ma nufa c turing  wa s $61,048. It re ma ins a  hig h wa g e  se c to r, 

hig he r tha n he a lth c a re .  The  hig he st sa la rie s b e lo ng  to  ma na g e me nt p o sitio ns a t 

a n a ve ra g e  o f $121,992 in 2024. 
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Pe rsona l a nd Fa mily Inc ome

Lo c a l inc o me  is o ne  o f the  b e tte r ind ic a to rs o f the  he a lth o f a  lo c a l e c o no my.  

The re  a re  se ve ra l wa ys to  c o nsid e r inc o me  fo r a n a re a —Me d ia n Fa mily Inc o me , 

Me d ia n Ho use ho ld  Inc o me , Pe r Ca p ita  Inc o me , a nd  o the rs.  Mo re  info rma tio n o n

inc o me  d a ta is fo und  in Pa rt I, Cha p te r 1- Po p ula tio n Ele me nt a nd  Ap p e nd ix Ea t 

the  e nd  o f this Ele me nt.

Ove r the  p a st 30 ye a rs, the  p e r c a p ita  a nd  me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me s ha ve  

ste a d ily inc re a se d , b ut no t in the  sa me  pe rc e nta g e s a s the  Sta te  o r the  Na tio n. 

The  fo llo wing  g ra p hic s sho w inc o me  tre nd ing  g e ne ra lly up wa rd  in re c e nt time s

fo r Me d ia n Fa mily Inc o me  a nd  Sa la ry (Emp lo yme nt a nd  Sa la ry).  Infla tio n 

a d juste d  Histo ric a l Fa mily Inc o me  (2005-2021) fo r the  Na tio n, the  Sta te , a nd  

And e rso n Co unty is a lso fo und  in Ap p e nd ix E.
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So urc e : US Bure au o f La b o r Sta tistic s, Appa la c hia n Co unc il o f Go ve rnme nts and  Upsta te  Allianc e fo r bo th g raphic s.
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Une mployme nt Ra te

And e rso n Co unty ha s c o nsiste ntly ma inta ine d  a  lo we r une mp lo yme nt ra te  tha n 

tha t o f the  Sta te  o r the  Na tio n.  Fro m Se p te mb e r 2024 to  Se p te mb e r 2025, the  

une mp lo yme nt ra te  fo r the  Co unty ho ve re d  a ro und  3.4% to  4.6%.  Fo r a  numb e r 

o f re a so ns, so me  une mp lo yme nt will e xist e ve n in a  g o o d  e c o no my.  Pe o p le  q uit 

jo b s to  find  b e tte r o ne s, p e o p le  re -e nte r the  wo rkfo rc e , switc h c a re e rs, a nd  so me  

te mp o ra rily sto p  wo rking  to  g e t tra ining .  A lo w une mp lo yme nt ra te  (3-5%) is 

g e ne ra lly c o nsid e re d  full e mp lo yme nt.    Full e mp lo yme nt re fe rs to  a  situa tio n 

whe re  virtua lly a ll ind ivid ua ls who  a re  willing  a nd  a b le  to  wo rk a re  e mp lo ye d . It 

d o e s no t imp ly ze ro  une mp lo yme nt.  Full e mp lo yme nt ind ic a te s tha t the  e c o no my 

is o p e ra ting  a t its ma ximum p ro d uc tive  c a p a c ity. 

The  Co unty’ s ye a r o ve r ye a r une mp lo yme nt ra te  sho we d  a  he a lthy e c o no my 

fro m 2014-2024.  It sp ike d  to  ne a rly 12% d uring  the  2008 re c e ssio n.  It a lso  

e xc e e d e d 5% d uring  the  COVID e p id e mic  a nd  fa re d  b e tte r tha n the  Sta te  a nd  

the  Na tio n d uring  c yc lic a l d o wnturns re ma ining  und e r 5% fo r a ll o the r ye a rs d uring  

this time  p e rio d , a n ind ic a tio n tha t And e rso n Co unty ha s b uilt a  re silie nt e c o no my.  

SC Department of Employment and Workforce, Community Profiles, Anderson County, SC 12/19/2025.
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Educ a tion of the  La bor Forc e

Ed uc a tio na l a tta inme nt is imp ro ving  in And e rso n Co unty’ s La b o r Fo rc e .  The  
g ra p hic  b e lo w sho ws the  2023 sta tus o f e d uc a tio na l a tta inme nt a s p ub lishe d  b y 
Up sta te  Allia nc e  in its And e rso n Co unty Fa c t She e t.   One  c a n vie w mo re  d e ta ile d  
info rma tio n re g a rd ing  e d uc a tio n in And e rso n Co unty o n p a g e  10 in the And e rso n 
Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n, Pa rt I, Cha p te r 1, Po p ula tio n Ele me nt.

Commuting  to  Work

The  la te st fig ure s fo r And e rso n Co unty sho w 42 pe rc e nt (48,491) o f the  Co unty’ s la b o r 

fo rc e  wo rk in o the r c o untie s. Ne ig hb o ring  c o untie s, suc h a s Gre e nville , Pic ke ns, Oc o ne e , 

a nd  Ab b e ville  re pre se nt 26% o f the  c o mmute rs into  the  Co unty. The  wo rke rs who  b o th 

live  a nd  wo rk in the  Co unty numb e re d  35,637 (32%), fe we r tha n wo rke rs who  le a ve  the  

Co unty fo r wo rk.  The  wo rkfo rc e  living  in Ande rso n Co unty, the re fo re , wo uld  b e  a b le  to  

sa tisfy the  e mp lo yme nt ne e ds o f a ny ne wly lo c a ting  o r e xp a nd ing  ind ustry. In o the r 

wo rds, And e rso n Co unty wo uld  b e  a b le  to  a ttra c t its re side nts b a c k into  the  Co unty to  

wo rk lo c a lly witho ut inc re a sing  ho using  a nd  infra struc ture ne e d s.  
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So urc e :  Up sta te  Allia nc e  – Fa c t She e t fo r Ande rso n Co unty-2023, Inflo w a nd Outflo w o f 

Wo rke rs (Wo rkfo rc e  Gro wth) b y Oc c up a tio n, 2023, http s://www.up sta te sc a llia nc e .c o m/wp -

c o nte nt/up lo a ds/Fa c t-She e t-Ande rso n-Co unty.pdf  

 
 

Cha ra c te ristic s of the  Loc a l Ec onomy 

Ap a rt fro m the  la b o r fo rc e , the  c ha ra c te ristic s o f lo c a l b usine sse s a nd  ind ustrie s 

the mse lve s a re  a  ma jo r p a rt o f the  inve nto ry o f the  lo c a l e c o no my.  Wha t d o e s 

And e rso n Co unty’ s lo c a l e c o no my lo o k like ?    

 
 
The  Ma in Ec onomic  Se c tors 

 

While  a g rib usine ss le a d s So uth Ca ro lina  in o ve ra ll e c o no mic  c o ntrib utio n, 

ma nufa c turing  (a uto mo tive / a e ro sp a c e ) d rive s e xp o rts, a nd  to urism p ro vid e s 

ma ssive  visito r re ve nue , ma king  the m a ll c ritic a l p illa rs o f the  Sta te ’ s a nd  And e rso n 

Co unty’ s e c o no mie s.  Entre p re ne uria l o p po rtunitie s in he rita g e  a nd  na ture -b a se d  

to urism, d o wnto wn re ta il, p e rso na l se rvic e s, a nd  sp e c ia lty a g ric ulture  se c to rs a re  
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p a rtic ula rly rip e  fo r g ro wth. 

And e rso n Co unty is fo rtuna te  to  a nno unc e  ma jo r ma nufa c turing  mo ving  in a t a  

ra te  e a sily a b so rb e d  into  the  lo c a l e c o no my whic h me a ns tha t the  la b o r ma rke t 

fills jo b s, infra struc ture  is a va ila b le , a nd  e mp lo ye e s ha ve  ho using . The re  is a  g o o d  

mix o f p ub lic  a nd  priva te  se c to r e mp lo yme nt a s sho wn in the  To p  Te n Ma jo r 

Emp lo ye rs ta b le  b e lo w:

So urc e :  Up sta te  Allia nc e  – Fa c t She e t fo r Ande rso n Co unty-2023, Inflo w a nd Outflo w o f 

Wo rke rs (Wo rkfo rc e  Gro wth) b y Oc c up a tio n, 2023, http s://www.up sta te sc a llia nc e .c o m/wp -

c o nte nt/up lo a ds/Fa c t-She e t-Ande rso n-Co unty.p df

Industria l Ba se

It is the  ind ustria l b a se  tha t sta b ilize d  And e rso n Co unty’ s e c o no my whe n te xtile s 

b e g a n to  g o  o ve rse a s.  The se  re p la c e me nt ind ustrie s a re  inve stme nts in the  

Co unty.  Be twe e n the  ye a rs o f 2016 a nd  2020, the re  wa s re c o rd  ind ustria l 

inve stme nt with b o th ne w ind ustrie s a nd  the  e xp a nsio n o f e xisting  ind ustrie s.  

Exp a nsio ns a c c o unte d  fo r $587.6 millio n o f the  inve stme nt a nd  $204.9 millio n wa s 

inve ste d  in ne w ind ustrie s.  

And e rso n Co unty c urre ntly ha s o ve r 50 inte rna tio na l c o mp a nie s fro m 20 d iffe re nt 

c o untrie s. Eig ht o f tho se  ma jo r ind ustrie s ha ve  he a d q ua rte rs in the Co unty.  Mo st 

o f the se c o mp a nie s fa ll into  the  “ma nufa c turing –d ura b le  g o o d s” c a te g o ry, 

g e ne ra lly the  Co unty’ s third  hig he st e mp lo yme nt se c to r. Ge rma ny ha s the  

stro ng e st p re se nc e  with nine  c o mp a nie s, fo llo we d  b y the  Unite d  King d o m a nd  

Fra nc e . Othe r c o untrie s re p re se nte d  with two  o r mo re  c o mp a nie s inc lud e  China , 

Ire la nd , Ita ly, Ja p a n, the  Ne the rla nd s, Swe d e n, a nd  Switze rla nd . Ca na d a , Fra nc e , 
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Be lg ium, a nd  Finla nd  a lso  ha ve  a  p re se nc e .  Fro m d e e p ly e sta b lishe d  g lo b a l 

ma nufa c ture rs like  Bo sc h, Mic he lin, Ele c tro lux, a nd  Arthre x to  te c h sta rt-up s like  

Cha rtsp a n, Te c htro nic  Ind ustrie s, a nd  RunVirt, the  Co unty is a ttra c tive  to  ma jo r 

d o me stic  a nd  inte rna tio na l c o mp a nie s lo o king  fo r a  p la c e  to  la nd . 

Ag ribusine ss 

Ag ric ulture  is b ig  b usine ss in And e rso n Co unty.  Fo r muc h o f its histo ry, a g ric ulture  

ha s b e e n the  ma insta y o f the  lo c a l e c o no my.  It p la ye d  a n imp o rta nt ro le  in 

susta ining  its po p ula tio n thro ug h ha rd  e c o no mic  time s.  While  p o p ula tio n g ro wth 

ha s b ro ug ht inc re a se d  e c o no mic  o p po rtunitie s, the  p ro mine nc e  o f fa mily fa rming  

is in d e c line . Ho we ve r, a g rib usine ss re ma ins o ne  o f the  ma jo r se c to rs o f the  lo c a l 

e c o no my.   

 

Re p . Bla ke  Sa nd e rs, in his Oc to b e r 22, 2025 p ie c e  in the  And e rso n Ob se rve r 

e ntitle d  Co unty Can Gro w and Pre se rve  Co mmunity Charac te r, sta te d  “ the  sto ry 

o f And e rso n isn’ t just a b o ut ro o fto p s, ro a d s, a nd  ind ustry. Ag ric ulture  ha s a lwa ys 

b e e n the  b a c kb o ne  o f this c o unty a nd  it still is. The  ma rke t va lue  o f a g ric ultura l 

p ro d uc ts ha s rise n 12 p e rc e nt sinc e  2017, re a c hing  $84.3 millio n, a nd  we  ho ld  the  

la rg e st c a ttle  inve nto ry in So uth Ca ro lina  a t 32,033 he a d . Our fa rms fe e d  fa milie s, 

sup p o rt lo c a l b usine sse s, a nd  d e fine  the  rura l la nd sc a p e  tha t g ive s And e rso n its 

id e ntity.”  

 

The  Co unty Pla nning  sta ff a tte nd e d  va rio us c o mmunity me e ting s thro ug ho ut the  

Co mp re he nsive  Pla n p ro c e ss to  g a rne r p ub lic  inp ut, a nd  the  p la nning  c o nsulta nts 

(Co d e Wrig ht Pla nne rs) c o nd uc te d  a  c o mmunity surve y, b o th o f whic h re ve a le d  

a  stro ng  d e sire  a mo ng  Co unty c itize ns to  p ro te c t a g ric ultura l a nd  rura l la nd s. 

Pre se rving  a nd  e nha nc ing  a g ric ulture  a s a  wa y o f life  in And e rso n Co unty is 

ne c e ssa ry fo r ma inta ining  the  Co unty’ s e c o no mic  a nd  d e mo g ra p hic  d ive rsity, 

p ro vid ing  e c o no mic  o p p o rtunitie s to  re sid e nts a nd  la nd o wne rs, re d uc ing  the  

p re ssure s o f sp ra wl, p ro vid ing  a  so urc e  o f fre sh lo c a l p ro d uc e , a nd  re ta ining  the  

tra d itio ns a nd  c ha ra c te ristic s tha t ma ke  the  re g io n uniq ue . 

 

And e rso n Co unty c o nta ine d  a p p ro xima te ly 174,494 a c re s in la nd  d e sig na te d  

fa rmla nd  in 2022 Ce nsus o f Ag ric ulture  (USDA). The re  we re  1,552 fa rms in 

p ro d uc tio n, a s o f 2022, ve rsus 1,742 in 2017. The  a ve ra g e  fa rm size  in 2017 wa s 112 
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a c re s, up  7% fro m 2017. It is imp e ra tive  tha t a c tio n is ta ke n no w to  e nsure  the  

c o ntinue d  e xiste nc e  o f a g ric ulture  in And e rso n Co unty. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  2022 

USDA Ce nsus o f Ag ric ulture , And e rso n Co unty ra nks numb e r o ne  in the  Sta te  fo r 

inve nto ry o f c a ttle  a nd  c a lve s a nd  numb e r two  in the  sta te  fo r she e p , g o a ts, wo o l, 

mo ha ir a nd  milk. The  2022 Ce nsus o f Ag ric ulture  Co unty Pro file  d a ta  she e t c a n b e  

fo und  in Ap p e nd ix E a t the  e nd  o f this Ele me nt. 

 

And e rso n Co unty ma inta ins o ne  fa rme r’ s ma rke t a nd  p a vilio n in the  d o wnto wn 

And e rso n a re a  tha t d ra ws p e o p le  into  to wn. The re  a re  a lso  o the r ma rke ts 

o p e ra ting  thro ug h so me  o f the  munic ipa litie s inc lud ing  Be lto n a nd  Pe nd le to n. In 

a d d itio n to  the se  c o unty a nd  to wn o pe ra te d  ma rke ts, nine  ro a d sid e  sta nd s 

c e rtifie d  b y the  SC De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture , a nd  va rio us fa mily fa rms a re  o p e n 

to  the  p ub lic .   

Tourism 

To urism is a  ke y re ve nue  so urc e  a c ro ss the  Sta te  o f So uth Ca ro lina .  Eve n tho ug h 

it is mo re  p re va le nt a lo ng  the  c o a st, And e rso n Co unty ha s g ro wn its to urism se c to r 

a nd  ta ke s a d va nta g e  o f to urist d o lla rs.  The  Co unty is c a shing  in o n this se c to r b y 

re c o g nizing  a nd  utilizing  the ir uniq ue  a nd  hig hly ma rke ta b le  a sse ts.  It o wns a nd  

o p e ra te s the  And e rso n Co unty C ivic  Ce nte r, the  And e rso n Sp o rts Ce nte r/ ASEC 

g ro und s, the  And e rso n Co unty Fa rme rs Ma rke t, the  Gra c ie  Flo yd  Eve nt Ce nte r a t 

Mc Fa lls La nd ing , a nd  the  Gre e n Po nd  La nd ing  & Eve nt Ce nte r. The se  ve nue s ho st 

ma jo r c o nc e rts a nd  sp o rting  e ve nts tha t d ra w p e o p le  fro m insid e , a s we ll a s 

o utsid e  the  Co unty.  The y d ra w visito rs who  sp e nd  mo ne y a t lo c a l b usine sse s, 

re sta ura nts, a nd  o ve rnig ht a c c o mmo d a tio ns re sulting  in Ac c o mmo d a tio ns Ta x 

a nd  Ho sp ita lity Ta x use d  fo r infra struc ture  imp ro ve me nts a nd  o the r lo c a l ne e d s.  

The  p o sitive  e c o no mic  imp a c t is sha re d  b y lo c a l b usine sse s. 

The  Co unty is te e ming  with o p p o rtunitie s to  furthe r ta p  into  e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt thro ug h o utd o o r re c re a tio n a nd  e c o to urism.  Na tura l re so urc e s 

d rive  the  Sta te s e c o no my – a  C le mso n Unive rsity stud y c o nc lud e d  tha t na tura l 

re so urc e -b a se d  se c to rs c o ntrib ute  $33.4 b illio n in e c o no mic  a c tivity a nd  sup p o rt 

218,719 jo b s. To urists d ro p  in, sp e nd  mo ne y, a nd  le a ve .  The y a d d  millio ns o f d o lla rs 

to  o ur e c o no my a nd  d o  no t stra in lo c a l se rvic e s a nd  re so urc e s fo r the  mo st p a rt. 

And e rso n Co unty c a n a ntic ip a te  the  g ro wth o f na tura l re so urc e  to urism a nd  p la n 



 

Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC                                      13 
 

a c c o rd ing ly.  The  e c o to urism ma rke t in the  Na tio n ha s a  p ro je c te d  g ro wth ra te  o f 

14.8% b y 2030.  Mo re  tha n a  third  o f the  a d ult U.S p o p ula tio n a re  b ird e rs c re a ting  

$279 b illio n in e c o no mic  o utp ut g e ne ra te d  b y b ird e r e xp e nd iture s—$7 b illio n o f 

tha t is na tio na l c o unty ta x re ve nue  g e ne ra te d  b y b ird ing  a c tivity (Sta te  o f the  

Bird s). In 2023, ne w d a ta  wa s re le a se d  b y the  U.S De p a rtme nt o f Co mme rc e ’ s 

Bure a u o f Ec o no mic  Ana lysis sho wing  tha t o utd o o r re c re a tio n c o ntinue s to  b e  a  

ma jo r d rive r o f the  Unite d  Sta te s e c o no my g e ne ra ting  $1.2 trillio n in e c o no mic  

o utp ut. The  o utd o o r re c re a tio n e c o no my ha s g ro wn 36% in re a l te rms sinc e  2012.   

 

Sma ll Busine sse s 

Sma ll b usine sse s ha ve  a  ma jo r imp a c t o n So uth Ca ro lina ’ s a nd  And e rso n Co unty’ s 

e c o no my, e mp lo ying  tho usa nd s o f p e o p le  a nd  p ro vid ing  c o nsume rs with a  ra ng e  

o f g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s. The  g ro wth o f e sta b lishme nts, b o th sma ll a nd  la rg e , re fle c ts 

the  c o mmitme nt to  c re a ting  a n e nviro nme nt whic h a llo ws b usine sse s to  flo urish, 

no  ma tte r wha t the ir size . A d istinc t a d va nta g e  o f sma lle r b usine sse s is tha t the y 

a re  lo c a lly o wne d  a nd  typ ic a lly e mp lo y re sid e nts within the  lo c a l c o mmunity, d o  

b usine ss with o the r c o mmunity-b a se d  b usine sse s, a nd  re inve st p ro fits within the  

c o mmunity. The y a lso  te nd  to  lo c a te  in e xisting  fa c ilitie s a nd  utilize  e xisting  

infra struc ture , re sulting  in le ss c a p ita l inve stme nt o n b e ha lf o f the  lo c a l 

g o ve rnme nt to  a c c o mmo d a te  the m. 

Sma ll b usine sse s inc lud e  sma ll p ro fe ssio na l se rvic e s, ind e p e nd e nt c o mme rc ia l 

e sta b lishme nts, re sta ura nts, a nd  se rvic e s suc h a s e le c tric a l, p lumb ing , a nd  HVAC 

c o ntra c to rs a nd  the  like . The y e mp lo y a  la rg e  p e rc e nta g e  o f the  Co unty’ s la b o r 

fo rc e .  The  2025 Sma ll Busine ss Pro file  fo r So uth Ca ro lina  (U. S. Sma ll Busine ss 

Ad ministra tio n) sho we d  tha t 42.9 p e rc e nt o f a ll So uth Ca ro lina  e mp lo ye e s wo rke d  

fo r sma ll b usine sse s.  The  numb e r fo r And e rso n Co unty c o uld  no t b e  lo c a te d , b ut 

o ne  wo uld  e xp e c t a  numb e r simila r to  the  Sta te .   While  the  Co unty’ s e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt e ffo rts a re  fo c use d  o n la rg e  b usine ss g ro wth a nd  inve stme nt in the  

Co unty, the  And e rso n Are a  Cha mb e r o f Co mme rc e , the  U.S. Sma ll Busine ss 

Ad ministra tio n (SBA), a nd  the  Ap p a la c hia n De ve lo p me nt Co rp o ra tio n fo c us o n 

c ultiva ting  sma ll b usine sse s thro ug h a d vo c a c y, ne two rking , lo a ns, a nd  o the r 

re so urc e s. In a d d itio n, the  SBA o ffe rs tra ining , g o ve rnme nt c o ntra c t a ssista nc e , 

a nd  c o unse ling .  Eve n tho ug h the y fo c us o n la rg e r ind ustrie s, the  Ec o no mic  

De ve lo p me nt sta ff d o e s le nd  sup p o rt to  o the r se c to rs o f the  lo c a l e c o no my. 
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Employme nt by Se c tor

The  fo llo wing  d a ta  sho ws the  sha re  o f e mp lo yme nt b y ind ustry.  The  b re a kd o wn 

o f c a te g o rie s va rie s, a nd  le a d e rs ma y c ha ng e  fro m ye a r to  ye a r.  Ma nufa c turing  

ha s re ma ine d  the  to p  e mp lo ye r e a c h ye a r with Go ve rnme nt, Ed uc a tio n a nd  

He a lth Se rvic e s, a nd  Pro fe ssio na l a nd  Busine ss Se rvic e s g e ne ra lly ro und ing  o ut the  

to p  fo ur e mp lo ye rs o n a  re g ula r b a sis.

So urc e :  Up sta te  Allia nc e  – Fa c t She e t fo r And e rso n Co unty-2023, Inflo w a nd  Outflo w o f Wo rke rs 
(Wo rkfo rc e  Gro wth) b y O c c up a tio n, 2023, http s:/ / www.up sta te sc a llia nc e .c o m/ wp -
c o nte nt/ up lo a d s/ Fa c t-She e t-And e rso n-Co unty.p d f
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We e kly Wa g e  by Se c tor

And e rso n Co unty wo rks d ilig e ntly to  a ttra c t e xc e lle nt q ua lity c o mp a nie s tha t o ffe r 

a  c o mp e titive  wa g e .  And e rso n Co unty ha d  a  lo we r we e kly wa g e , with a ll 

ind ustrie s c o nsid e re d , tha n tha t o f the  Up sta te , the  Sta te , o r the  Na tio n.  The  

Co unty’ s inc o me , a c c o rd ing  to  o the r inc o me  sta tistic s, is g ro wing  b ut still la g g ing  

b e hind the  Sta te , the  Na tio n, a nd  so me  Up sta te  Co untie s.  The re  is a  ma jo r fo c us 

o n a ttra c ting  ind ustrie s tha t ha ve  a  hig he r p a y sc a le tha n e xisting  b usine sse s.  A 

b a r c ha rt b e lo w sho ws And e rso n Co unty’ s we e kly wa g e  a s c o mp a re d  to  the  

Up sta te , So uth Ca ro lina , a nd  the  Na tio n.  As a  p a rt o f the ir a na lysis, ma ny 

ind ustrie s c o nsid e r the  c o st o f e mp lo ye e s in d e c isio ns to  lo c a te in a ny g ive n a re a .
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G ross Do me stic  Pro duc t

And e rso n Co unty’ s G ro ss Do me stic  Pro d uc t (G DP) is g ro wing  a lo ng  with its 

p o p ula tio n a nd  g e ne ra l e c o no my.  The  Co unty ra nke d  7th in the  sta te  fo r 

Gro ss Do me stic  Pro d uc t fro m p riva te  g o o d s-p ro d uc ing  ind ustrie s, to ta ling  $2.7 

b illio n in 2023.  G DP, in simp le  te rms, is a n e c o no mic  ind ic a to r tha t me a sure s

the  to ta l ma rke t va lue  o f fina l g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s p ro d uc e d  in the  Co unty.

And e rso n Co unty's GDP sho we d  g ro wth, with to ta l GDP a ro und $9.94 b illio n in 

2023, d rive n p a rtly b y its stro ng  p riva te  se c to r, inc lud ing  ma nufa c turing , 

c o ntrib uting  sig nific a ntly to  the  re g io na l Up sta te  e c o no my, with d e ta ile d  d a ta  

a va ila b le  fro m the Fe d e ra l Re se rve  Ba nk o f St. Lo uis (FRED), ind ic a ting  a  he a lthy 

e c o no mic  b a se  with ma nufa c turing  a nd  se rvic e  ind ustrie s. FRED sa id  the  

fo llo wing  a b o ut And e rso n Co unty.

Ke y Fig ure s a nd Tre nds (Fe de ra l Re se rve  Ba nk of St. Louis Da ta )

To ta l GDP (2024): Ap p ro xima te ly $10.56 b illio n.
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Priva te  Se rvic e s-Pro vid ing  (2024): Aro und  $6.37 b illio n.

Priva te  Se rvic e s-Pro d uc ing  (2024): Aro und  $2.83 b illio n.

Go ve rnme nt (2024): Ab o ut $1.37 b illio n.

Gro wth: Sho ws c o nsiste nt inc re a se s fro m p re vio us ye a rs, re fle c ting  

e c o no mic  e xp a nsio n.

Ec onomic  Hig hlig hts

Ma nufa c turing  Stre ng th: The  c o unty ra nks hig h in the  sta te  fo r p riva te  

g o o d s-p ro d uc ing  ind ustrie s, a  ke y p a rt o f its e c o no mic  fo und a tio n.

Stra te g ic  Lo c a tio n: Pa rt o f the  Gre e nville -And e rso n-Ma uld in MSA, 

b e ne fiting  fro m re g io na l e c o no mic  tie s a nd  a ttra c ting  ma jo r 

ma nufa c ture rs.

Dive rsifie d  Gro wth: Ac tivitie s in to urism (e .g ., Gre e n Po nd  La nd ing  

e ve nts) a nd  a g ric ulture  a lso  c o ntrib ute  to  lo c a l e c o no mic  o utp ut.

Fo r d e ta ile d , histo ric a l d a ta  a nd  b re a kd o wns b y se c to r, the  Fe d e ra l Re se rve  

Ba nk o f St. Lo uis (FRED) is a  p rima ry so urc e .  The  b e lo w g ra p hic  sho ws ho w the  

d iffe re nt se c to rs c o ntrib ute  to  the  GDP.
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Ande rson County’s Busine ss Clima te  

The  third  p a rt o f the  lo c a l e c o no mic  e q ua tio n is the  lo c a l b usine ss c lima te , the  

e nviro nme nt in whic h b usine sse s a re  we lc o me d , e sta b lish the mse lve s, a nd  o p e n 

o p e ra tio ns.  This c a n b e  a ny size  b usine ss, b ut e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt is 

g e ne ra lly tho ug ht o f a s sig nific a nt c a p ita l inve stme nt b y b usine sse s d e live ring  

q ua lity jo b s tha t p a y a t o r a b o ve  the  sta te  a ve ra g e  wa g e . And e rso n Co unty 

ma ke s the  la nd ing  fo r la rg e  e c o no mic  p o we rho use s a s g e ntle  a s p o ssib le .  So me  

fa c to rs tha t a ffe c t the  b usine ss e nviro nme nt a re  the  ma nne r in whic h b usine sse s 

a re  a ttra c te d  to  lo c a te  he re ; va rio us inc e ntive s; the  a va ila b ility o f a d e q ua te  

wa te r, se we r a nd  ro a d  infra struc ture ; la nd  use  re g ula tio ns tha t a re  no t o ne ro us; 

a mp le  ro a d , ra il, a nd  a ir a c c e ss; a nd  tra ining  a nd  sup p o rt a va ila b le  fro m the  

te c hnic a l e d uc a tio n p a rtne rs. 

It is imp o rta nt to  d ive rsify the  typ e s o f b usine ss d e ve lo p me nt in o rd e r to  susta in 

the  o ve ra ll lo c a l e c o no my. Whe n p ro sp e c tive  b usine sse s visit, the y a re  

inte re ste d  in wha t se ts the  a re a  a p a rt fro m the  re st o f the  c o untry – the  “ c a n-

d o ”  a ttitud e  o f the  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt p ro fe ssio na ls, fo rwa rd -thinking  

le a d e rship , p ro d uc t d e p th a nd  va rie ty, the  q ua lity o f life , a va ila b le  la b o r fo rc e , 

b usine ss inc e ntive s, e tc .  In e sse nc e , And e rso n Co unty a c ts a s a  p ro a c tive  

fa c ilita to r o f the se  ite ms, c re a ting  a n a ttra c tive  e nviro nme nt fo r b usine sse s 

thro ug h stra te g ic  p a rtne rship s, ta rg e te d  sup p o rt, a nd  a  lo ng -te rm d e ve lo p me nt 

visio n.  Co unty le a d e rs und e rsta nd  tha t tho se  b usine sse s c ho o sing  to  inve st he re  

ne e d  to  ha ve  p re d ic ta b ility in lo c a l la nd  use  re g ula tio ns, a s we ll. 

The  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt wa s e sta b lishe d  in 1964 a s the  Me lto n 

Hill Re g io na l Ind ustria l De ve lo p me nt Asso c ia tio n whic h la te r c ha ng e d  its na me  

a nd  b ro a d e ne d  its fo c us.  The  b usine ss mo d e l suc c e ssfully d e p lo ye d  in the  Co unty 

inc lud e s le ve ra g ing  the  Co unty’ s stra te g ic  lo c a tio n in Upsta te  SC b e twe e n 

Cha rlo tte  a nd  Atla nta  with g o o d  ra il a nd  a rte ria l a c c e ss, a  Co unty a irp o rt, 

p ro ximity o f the  GSP Inte rna tio na l Airp o rt a nd , la te r, the  So uth Ca ro lina  Inla nd  

Po rt.    

And e rso n Co unty's b usine ss mo d e l ha s b e e n re fine d  o ve r the  ye a rs a nd  no w 

c e nte rs o n a g g re ssive ly a ttra c ting  a d va nc e d  ma nufa c turing  a nd  lo g istic s, 

o ffe ring  stro ng  inc e ntive s, d e ve lo p ing  a  skille d  wo rkfo rc e  via  p a rtne rship s with 

unive rsitie s, a nd  fo c using  o n hig h-g ro wth se c to rs like  e ne rg y (so la r, nuc le a r 
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c o mp o ne nts), b io sc ie nc e s, a nd  susta ina b le  a g ric ulture , a ll g uid e d  b y a  

c o mp re he nsive  d e ve lo p me nt p la n to  d ive rsify its e c o no my a nd  a ttra c t g lo b a l 

inve stme nt. 

 

Ke y Compone nts of the  Curre nt Mode l  

The  c urre nt e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt mo d e l a c c o rd ing  to  the  And e rso n Co unty 

Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt De p a rtme nt we b site : 

Stra te g ic  Loc a tion: Po sitio ning  within the  I-85 c o rrid o r p ro vid e s a c c e ss to  

ma jo r ma rke ts, p o rts, a nd  a irp o rts, a ttra c ting  inte rna tio na l firms. 

Ta rg e te d Industry Foc us: Emp ha size s a d va nc e d  ma nufa c turing  

(a uto mo tive , a e ro spa c e ), e ne rg y, b io sc ie nc e s, a nd  lo g istic s, b uild ing  o n a  

stro ng  b a se  o f e xisting  inte rna tio na l c o mpa nie s. 

Ag g re ssive  Inc e ntive s: O ffe rs ta ilo re d  inc e ntive  p a c ka g e s (ta x b re a ks, jo b  

c re a tio n c re d its) fo r ne w a nd  e xp a nd ing  b usine sse s b a se d  o n inve stme nt 

a nd  jo b  c re a tio n. 

Workforc e  De ve lopme nt: Co lla b o ra te s with And e rso n Unive rsity a nd  the  

S.C . Te c hnic a l Co lle g e  Syste m (re a d ySC) to  tra in a  lo c a l ta le nt p o o l, 

p a rtic ula rly in ma nufa c turing  skills, via  inte rnship s a nd  sp e c ia lize d  p ro g ra ms. 

Infra struc ture  & Site  Re a dine ss: De ve lo p s ind ustria l p a rks (like  And e rso n 

Ga te wa y) with mo d e rn fa c ilitie s to  me e t the  d e ma nd  fo r hig h-q ua lity 

ind ustria l sp a c e . 

"Globa l Approa c h" Bra nding : Ma rke ts itse lf inte rna tio na lly with slo g a ns like  

"# Whe re The Wo rld Co me sTo Wo rk" to  a ttra c t fo re ig n d ire c t inve stme nt.  

 

The  De ve lopme nt Corpora tion of Ande rson County (DCAC) 

The  De ve lo p me nt Co rp o ra tio n o f And e rso n Co unty (DCAC) is a  p ub lic / p riva te  

501(c )6 no n-p ro fit e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt o rg a niza tio n und e r the  Ec o no mic  

De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt. The  DCAC wa s o rg a nize d  to  e ng a g e  in c o mmunity 

a c tivitie s tha t p ro mo te  a nd  sup p o rt e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt a c tivitie s in 

And e rso n Co unty.  Its missio n is “ to  e nc o ura g e  a nd  e nha nc e  a n e nviro nme nt a nd  

unifie d  vo ic e  tha t pro mo te s jo b  c re a tio n, e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt, e nha nc e d  

q ua lity o f life , e d uc a tio n, a nd  wo rkfo rc e  d e ve lo p me nt a c ro ss And e rso n Co unty.”   

The ir c urre nt g o a ls a re :  
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1. De ve lo p  a  ro b ust, d ive rsifie d , a nd  susta ina b le  e c o no my 

2. Attra c t hig h-q ua lity, p rima ry Tie r 1 a nd  2 ind ustrie s 

3. Dive rsify the  Co unty’ s e mp lo yme nt a nd  ta x b a se  

4. Pro vid e  tra ining  fo r a ll se c to rs o f o ur la b o r fo rc e  

5. Enha nc e  tra ining  tha t me e ts the  ne e d s o f a ll jo b  c re a to rs 

6. Pre se rve / e nha nc e  life style  a me nitie s, pa rks, a nd  sp o rts 

ve nue s 

 

Ta rg e ting  Be st- Fit Industrie s 

Ac c o rd ing  to  the  sta ff a t the  And e rso n Co unty Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt 

De p a rtme nt, the  Co unty inte nd s to  fo llo w the  le a d  o f the  SC Ec o no mic  

De ve lo p me nt Bo a rd .  Pursuing  hig h te c hno lo g y a nd  a d va nc e d  ma te ria l a nd  

ma nufa c turing  ind ustrie s is the ir ma in fo c us.  Co unty Co unc il d istrib ute s the  b e st 

inc e ntive s to  c o mpa nie s who se  sa la ry ra ng e s e xc e e d  the  c urre nt And e rso n 

Co unty sa la ry ra ng e s.  The se  a re  the  ke y Ind ustrie s d riving  the  c urre nt g ro wth: 

• Auto mo tive : A ma jo r hub  fo r sup p lie rs to  c o mp a nie s like  BMW. 

• Ae ro sp a c e : Ho me  to  le a d e rs in c o mp o site  ma te ria ls. 

• Ad va nc e d  Ma nufa c turing : Me ta l fa b ric a tio n, p a c ka g ing , 

e le c tro nic s (Te c htro nic  Ind ustrie s), a nd  a pp lia nc e s (Ele c tro lux). 

• Ene rg y: G ro wing  fo c us o n so la r, wind , a nd  g rid  c o mpo ne nts.  

 

Ma nufa c turing , Distrib utio n & Lo g istic s: And e rso n Co unty c a p ita lize s o n d ura b le  

g o o d s ma nufa c turing , in p a rtic ula r a d va nc e d  ma te ria ls a nd  a uto mo tive .  

Re c ruiting  e ffo rts a re  c o nc e ntra te d  in a d va nc e d  ma nufa c turing , te c hno lo g y, 

a nd  sp e c ia lize d  e ng ine e ring , o fte n sup p o rte d  b y re se a rc h p a rtne rship s. The  

Co unty is e me rg ing  a s a n inc ub a to r fo r sc ie nc e  a nd  te c h-b a se d  b usine sse s, 

fo c using  o n hig hly skille d  ro le s tha t re q uire  e xp e rtise  in me c ha tro nic s, c o d ing , a nd  

d e sig n.  The se  te c hno lo g y ind ustrie s c re a te  p ro d uc ts d e p e nd e nt o n the  

p ro fe ssio na l a nd  inte lle c tua l e xp e rtise  o f the ir wo rkfo rc e .  The y a re  

e nviro nme nta lly frie nd ly, a ttra c t hig h-wa g e  jo b s, a nd  c a n lo c a te  a lmo st 

a nywhe re  p ro vid e d  the  ne c e ssa ry infra struc ture  is in p la c e . The  re q uire d  

wo rkfo rc e  te nd s to  p rima rily b e  c o mp rise d  o f the  yo ung e r p o p ula tio n (25 – 34 
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ye a rs o f a g e ).  This ke y d e mo g ra p hic  te nd s to  b e  e nviro nme nta lly c o nsc io us a nd  

a ttra c te d  to  a n a re a  tha t o ffe rs ‘ q ua lity o f p la c e ’ . The y will like ly se le c t the  

lo c a tio n first, the n the  jo b . This re q uire s tha t the  rig ht mix o f ho using  c ho ic e s, 

c ultura l a nd  re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s, a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n a lte rna tive s a re  a va ila b le .  

Inc e ntive s

Und e r So uth Ca ro lina  Sta te  la w, c o untie s a re  ve ste d  with the  a utho rity to  g ra nt 

inc e ntive s to  re d uc e  the  p ro p e rty ta x lia b ility o f a  p o te ntia l inve sto r, a nd / o r o ffse t 

the  infra struc ture  re la te d  e xp e nd iture s o f tha t p o te ntia l inve sto r.

The  Sta te  o f So uth Ca ro lina  o ffe rs va rio us sta tuto ry a nd  d isc re tio na ry inc e ntive s to  

c o mp a nie s lo o king  to  lo c a te  o r e xp a nd  in a ny c o unty in the  Sta te . Qua lifying  

c rite ria  is b a se d  o n the  p e r c a p ita  inc o me  o f the  p ro p o se d  d e stina tio n c o unty.  

So me  o f the  mo st utilize d  inc e ntive s b y And e rso n Co unty a re  the  Jo b  Ta x Cre d it 

(JTC), Fe e -in-Lie u o f Ta x (FILOT), Sp e c ia l So urc e  Re ve nue  Cre d it (SSRC) o r 

Infra struc ture  Cre d its.  It sho uld  b e  no te d  tha t the  FILOT is o fte n a p p lie d  in So uth 

Ca ro lina  to  ma ke  the  Sta te  c o mp e titive  with o ur ne ig hb o ring  sta te s whic h ha ve  

lo we r ind ustria l ta x ra te s tha n So uth Ca ro lina . The se  inc e ntive s a nd  o the rs a re  

d e sc rib e d  in Ap p e nd ix E.

Opportunity Zone s  

The  Op p o rtunity Zo ne  p ro g ra m o ffe rs ta x b e ne fits to  inve sto rs ma king  q ua lifie d  

inve stme nt in a re a s tha t ha ve  b e e n d e sig na te d  a s Op p o rtunity Zo ne s. The  
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inve stme nt, ma d e  thro ug h Op p o rtunity Fund s, is e lig ib le  fo r d e fe rre d  a nd  

e limina te d  c a p ita l g a ins ta x.  A ta xp a ye r with re a lize d  c a p ita l g a ins must inve st 

tho se  g a ins within 180 d a ys into  a  Qua lifie d  Op p o rtunity Fund  (QOF). The  QOF 

the n must d e p lo y 90% o f the  fund s into  a  q ua lifie d  o p p o rtunity zo ne  p ro p e rty o r 

b usine sse s within six mo nths.  The  One  Big  Be a utiful Bill ha s ma d e  the  p ro g ra m, se t 

to  e xp ire  a t the  e nd  o f 2026, p e rma ne nt.  And e rso n Co unty’ s Op p o rtunity Zo ne s 

a re  d e p ic te d  o n the  ma p  a b o ve .

Tra nsporta tion a nd Ac c e ss

The  I-85 c o rrid o r c o ntinue s to  b e  the  a rte ry tha t fe e d s e c o no mic  a c tivity in this 

re g io n; it a lso  se rve s a s the ma jo r c o mpo ne nt o f a n inte rmo d a l syste m with ra il 

a nd  hig hwa y infra struc ture  a c c e ss. Ad d itio na lly, the  SC Inla nd  Po rt in Gre e r 

c o nne c ts to  the  Po rt o f Cha rle sto n b y No rfo lk So uthe rn. And e rso n a lso  ha s g o o d  

a c c e ss to  I-26, I-95, I-20 a nd  I-77. And e rso n Co unty ho use s two  Cla ss 1 ra ilro a d s, 

No rfo lk So uthe rn a nd  CSX Tra nsp o rta tio n, a nd  two  sho rt line s, Pic ke ns Ra ilwa y a nd  

the  Gre e nville  & We ste rn Ra ilro a d  Co mp a ny, a nd  And e rso n Co unty Re g io na l 

Airp o rt with a  6,000-fo o t runwa y. Gre e nville Sp a rta nb urg  Inte rna tio na l Airp o rt is in 

c lo se  p ro ximity.

So urc e :  https:/ / www.up sta te sc a llia nc e .c o c o untyo nte nt/ up lo a d s/ Fa c t-She e t-And e rso n-Co unty.pd f
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Loc a l Zoning  a nd La nd De ve lopme nt Re g ula tions 

Lo c a tio n ma tte rs.  The re  a re  se ve ra l issue s a t p la y whe n the  lo c a tio n o f la nd  use s 

is c o nsid e re d .  And e rso n Co unty ha s zo ning  a nd  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt re g ula tio ns 

tha t a re  fa vo ra b le  to  b usine sse s wishing  to  inve st in the  Co unty. Sp e c ific a lly, 

Zo ning  (Co unty Co de , Chapte r 48) a nd  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Re g ula tio ns (Co unty 

Co de , Chapte r 24) a llo w fo r b usine sse s o f a ny size  to  lo c a te  in the  Co unty witho ut 

o ne ro us re g ula tio ns. The  Zo ning  Distric ts tha t a llo w b usine sse s a re  Offic e , Pla nne d  

Offic e , Co mme rc ia l, Pla nne d  Co mme rc ia l, Se rvic e s, Ind ustria l, Ind ustria l Pa rk, 

Pla nne d  De ve lo p me nt, Airp o rt Pro te c tive  a re a s, Inno va tive  Zo ning , a nd  Fo re st 

Ag ric ulture . The  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Re g ula tio ns a lso  a d d re ss so me  b usine ss-

a sso c ia te d  re q uire me nts, b ut b o th o rd ina nc e s ne e d  to  b e  upd a te d .   

As the  Co unty p la ns fo r ho w it will ha nd le  g ro wth, it must c o nsid e r d e ve lo p ing  

la nd  c lo se r to  e xisting  urb a n d e ve lo p me nt, p ro vid ing  inc e ntive s fo r infill, 

re d e ve lo p ing  p re vio usly d e ve lo p e d  a re a s, a nd  a vo id ing  e nc ro a c hme nt o f ne w 

d e ve lo p me nt into  a re a s tha t la c k the  ne c e ssa ry p ub lic  fa c ilitie s, se rvic e s, a nd  

infra struc ture . Sig nific a nt va c a nt struc ture s c a n ra ng e  fro m fo rme r sho p p ing  ma lls 

a nd  strip  c o mme rc ia l c e nte rs to  b ig  b o x re ta il, a b a nd o ne d  mills, multi-fa mily 

ho using , g o ve rnme nt b uild ing s, a nd  o ld  sc ho o ls. O fte n re fe rre d  to  a s g ra y fie ld s, 

the se  p ro p e rtie s g e ne ra lly c o nsist o f a  la rg e  struc ture  with sig nific a nt la nd  a re a . 

The se  site s re p re se nt infill o p p o rtunitie s tha t d o  no t re q uire  the  e xp a nsio n o f ne w 

infra struc ture  a nd  a re  c o nve nie nt to  e xisting  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rks a nd  ho using  

ma rke ts. The  re vita liza tio n o f e xisting  b uilt p ro p e rtie s a nd  the  infill o f ne w 

d e ve lo p me nt o n va c a nt la nd s within d e ve lo p e d  a re a s c a n p ro d uc e  sig nific a nt 

e c o no mic  b e ne fits a nd  ma ximize  e xisting  infra struc ture  inve stme nts. 

Educ a tion Pa rtne rs  

And e rso n Co unty utilize s its e d uc a tio n p a rtne rs to  he lp  la nd  imp o rta nt ne w 

b usine sse s a nd  e xp a nsio ns.  And e rso n Unive rsity, And e rso n Ca re e r a nd  

Te c hno lo g y Ce nte r, a nd  Tri-Co unty Te c hnic a l Co lle g e  a re  g ro wing  ra p id ly a nd  

e xp a nd ing  the ir fa c ilitie s a nd  c urric ula , o ffe ring  a ffo rd a b le  a c a d e mic  a nd  

te c hnic a l p ro g ra ms le a d ing  to  fo ur-ye a r a nd  a sso c ia te  d e g re e s, d ip lo ma s, a nd  

c e rtific a te s. And e rso n Co unty's c o ntinue d  re la tio nship s with the se  c o lle g e s 

hig hlig ht the  e mp ha sis the  Co unty is p la c ing  o n hig h te c hno lo g y ind ustrie s, 

sp e c ific a lly a t a re a s suc h a s the  Ad va nc e d  Ma te ria ls Re se a rc h Ce nte r/ C le mso n 

Unive rsity Inno va tio n Ca mp us a nd  Te c hno lo g y Pa rk (CUICAT), lo c a te d  in 



 

Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC                                      24 
 

no rthwe st And e rso n Co unty. CUICAT is d e d ic a te d  to  te a c hing  a nd  re se a rc h o f 

ma nufa c turing  o p p o rtunitie s a nd  p a rtne rship s.  It is ho me  to  C le mso n’ s Ad va nc e d  

Ma te ria ls Re se a rc h La b o ra to ry whic h ho use s wo rk in o p to e le c tro nic s, c he mistry, 

a nd  ma te ria ls sc ie nc e .   

 

SC  Wo rks, lo c a te d  in the  Co unty’ s 1428 Pe a rma n Da iry Ro a d  b uild ing  a lo ng  with 

the  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt, links p o te ntia l e mp lo ye e s with jo b s.  

Wo rklink o ffe rs skills a sse ssme nt a nd  tra ining  c usto mize d  fo r e mp lo ye rs. Inc umb e nt 

Wo rke r Tra ining  (IWT) p ro vid e s re so urc e s fo r b usine sse s to  tra in c urre ntly e mp lo ye d  

wo rke rs to  ke e p  b usine sse s a nd  wo rke rs c o mp e titive . IWT fund s the  tra ining  

ne e d e d  in c urre nt b usine sse s d ue  to  e xp a nsio n, ne w te c hno lo g y, re to o ling , ne w 

se rvic e s/ p ro d uc t line s a nd  ne w o rg a niza tio na l struc turing  o r a s p a rt o f a  la yo ff 

a ve rsio n stra te g y.  SC Wo rks o ffe rs a  myria d  o f se rvic e s to  e mp lo ye rs a nd  tho se  

lo o king  to  find  wo rk. 

 

The  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt p a rtne rs with a ll the  a b o ve  institutio ns 

to  a ttra c t b usine sse s.  While  b uild ing s a re  g o ing  up , sp a c e  c a n b e  a rra ng e d  fo r 

b usine sse s to  se t up  o ffic e s fo r hiring  a nd  g e tting  the  b usine ss o ff the  g ro und  

lo c a lly.  The se  p a rtne rs c a n b ring  in the  e q uip me nt fo r a ny g ive n c o mp a ny a nd  

tra in the ir e mp lo ye e s.  It re d uc e s the  g o -live  time  a nd  e xp e nse s fo r the  

c o mp a nie s. 

Workforc e  Housing  

As the  c o st o f living  a nd  the  c o st o f ho using  c o ntinue  to  e sc a la te  fa ste r tha n p e r 

c a p ita  inc o me , ma ny Co unty re sid e nts a nd  inc o ming  wo rkfo rc e  find  it 

inc re a sing ly d iffic ult to  find  a  ho me  in whic h the y c a n a ffo rd  to  live . Suc h a n 

e nviro nme nt is no t c o nd uc ive  to  a ttra c ting  ne w b usine sse s o r the  yo ung  

p ro fe ssio na l c o mmunity. It is impo rta nt to  re c o g nize  tha t witho ut a ffo rd a b le  

ho using , o ur wo rkfo rc e  will lo o k fo r jo b  o p p o rtunitie s o utsid e  the  a re a  whe re  the y 

c a n a ffo rd  to  live .  Wo rkfo rc e  ho using  ne e d s a re  a na lyze d  furthe r in the  Ho using  

Ele me nt o f this Co mpre he nsive  Pla n.  The  Ho using  Ele me nt, 2026 And e rso n Co unty 

Co mp re he nsive  Pla n, Pa rt I re c o mme nd s a  Ho using  Stud y a nd  Pla n to  he lp  the  

Co unty sta y o ut in fro nt o f this issue . 
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The  Importa nc e  of GIS 

The  Pla nning  Divisio n ne e d s the  GIS c a p a c ity to  tra c k p ro je c ts a nd  ma ke  la nd  

d a ta  a va ila b le  to  a id  in e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt lo c a tio n d e c isio ns.  Limita tio ns 

to  d e ve lo p me nt suc h a s flo o d  p la ins, we tla nd s, ste e p  slo p e s, p ro te c te d  la nd , 

zo ning  c la ssific a tio ns wo uld  b e  a  p a rt o f a n And e rso n Co unty o nline  d a shb o a rd  

whic h wo uld  a lso  inc lud e  a p p ro ve d  d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts.  La ye rs tha t wo uld  a id  

ind ustria l lo c a tio n wo uld  b e  p a rc e ls a va ila b le  fo r d e ve lo p me nt, la rg e  p a rc e ls in 

a re a s whe re  ind ustry wo uld  b e  a llo we d , a nd  a va ila b ility o f ro a d , wa te r, a nd  se we r 

a c c e ss.  It wo uld  b e  simp le  to  o ve rla y zo ning  d istric ts with b usine ss p o te ntia l 

va ria b le s to  id e ntify the  b e st lo c a tio ns fo r ind ustria l use s if the  Co unty ha d  the  

a p p ro p ria te  d a ta  a ll in o ne  p la c e  with a  sta ff who  c o uld  ma p  a nd  a na lyze  it.  It 

wo uld  b e  e sp e c ia lly he lp ful in id e ntifying  the  a re a s tha t a re  p rime  fo r p re se rva tio n, 

a re a s tha t ha ve  limite d  infra struc ture , a nd  urb a n a re a  p a rc e ls tha t c o uld  b e  

infille d . 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n se ts a  lo ng -te rm d ire c tio n fo r the  Co unty in te rms o f the  

e le me nts a d d re sse d  he re in.  Re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r imp le me nta tio n a re  la id  o ut 

in this fo rma t.  Stra te g ie s a re  the  hig h-le ve l, lo ng -te rm p la n d e fining  wha t to  d o  

a nd  why. The  id e ntifie d  a c tio ns a re  the  imme d ia te , sp e c ific , sho rt-te rm 

imp le me nta tio n ste p s—the  ho w, who , a nd  whe n. Stra te g y p ro vid e s d ire c tio n; 

a c tio n d e live rs re sults. Witho ut stra te g y, a c tio n is a imle ss; witho ut a c tio n, stra te g y 

is just id e a s.  The  Co unty will id e ntify furthe r stra te g ie s a nd  a c tio ns a s it d e e ms 

ne c e ssa ry. 

Guiding  Polic y 

And e rso n Co unty se e ks to  g ro w its e c o no my in a  ma nne r tha t b a la nc e s p ro vid ing  

the  b e st-p a ying  jo b s fo r its re sid e nts a nd  the ir d e sire  to  p re se rve  the  

rura l/ a g ric ultura l na ture  o f the  a re a .  The  e c o no my will b e  d ive rsifie d  a nd  re silie nt 

while  the  la nd s b e yo nd  the  urb a n a re a  will b e  p re se rve d  ina smuc h a s po ssib le  

thro ug h la nd  use  re g ula tio ns a nd  o the r to o ls a t the  d isp o sa l o f the  Co unty.  

Furthe r, Po lic y Cha mp io ns a nd  fund ing  will b e  e xp lo re d  to  a ssist in p e rma ne ntly 

c o nse rving  ke y p ro pe rtie s. The  Co unty will ra ise  the  b a r fo r tho se  lo c a ting  a nd  

b uild ing  he re  b e c a use  g ro wth is ine vita b le  a nd  must b e  b e tte r p la nne d . 

 
Re c omme nde d Polic y Champions 

And e rso n Co unty Ad ministra to r 
And e rso n Co unty Co unc il 
And e rso n Co unty De p uty Ad ministra to r 
And e rso n Co unty Go ve rnme nt Affa irs 
And e rso n Co unty Offic e  o f Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt 
And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt 
And e rso n Co unty Fa c ilitie s De p a rtme nt 
And e rso n Co unty Pa rks & Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt 
And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  Co mmissio n 
C le mso n Unive rsity Ag ric ultura l Exte nsio n – And e rso n, SC 
The  De ve lo p me nt Co rp o ra tio n o f And e rso n Co unty (DCAC) 
Ap p a la c hia n Co unc il o f Go ve rnme nts 
SC Wo rks And e rso n 
So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Co mme rc e  
So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Emp lo yme nt & Wo rkfo rc e  De ve lo p me nt  
Up sta te  SC Allia nc e  



 

Ec o no mic  De ve lo pme nt Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC                                      27 
 

Ec onomic  De ve lopme nt Stra te g ie s 

Co ntinue  to  b e  a  le a d e r in jo b  re c ruitme nt b y re g ula rly re fining  the  b usine ss a nd  

ind ustry re c ruitme nt mo d e l.  Dive rsify the  lo c a l e c o no my to  ma ke  it mo re  re silie nt 

to  d o wnturns.  Re c o g nize  tha t a c c e ss to  ra il, a ir, a nd  unc o ng e ste d  ma jo r ro a d s, 

g ive s b usine sse s the  ne e d e d  q uic k a c c e ss to  the ir ma rke ts.  Attra c t re sid e nts who  

le a ve  the  Co unty to  c o me  b a c k to  jo b s he re .  Ac kno wle d g e  the  re la tio nship  

b e twe e n e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt, la nd  use , a nd  infra struc ture . Id e ntify b e st 

lo c a tio ns fo r ind ustrie s ve rsus la nd s tha t ne e d  to  b e  p re se rve d , sinc e  the  c ha ra c te r 

a nd  q ua lity o f life  o f the  a re a  is a  no n-ne g o tia b le  fo r re sid e nts.  Wo rk with p a rtne rs 

to  d e ve lo p  a nd  supp o rt c ultura l a me nitie s a nd  a n e xc e lle nt e d uc a tio n syste m 

sinc e  the y a ttra c t b usine sse s.  De ve lo p  the  to urism se c to r a nd  o b ta in a d d itio na l 

d o lla rs fro m visito rs b y c o nd uc ting  a  to urism a c tio n p la n.  Fo llo wing  a re  so me  

sp e c ific  a c tio ns re c o mme nd e d  to  e nha nc e  wha t is a lre a d y ha p p e ning  in 

And e rso n Co unty.  

Ec onomic  De ve lopme nt Ac tions 

 Ene rg y ha s b e c o me  o ne  o f the  so ug ht a fte r inve stme nts fo r And e rso n 

Co unty a nd  the  Sta te .  The  Offic e  o f Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt will sta y 

info rme d  re g a rd ing  the  e ffe c ts o f the se  use s o n the  Co unty, the  p o we r g rid , 

e tc . in o rd e r to  ma ke  so und  d e c isio ns.  

 The  Offic e  o f Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt a nd  its p a rtne rship s with e d uc a tio na l 

institutio ns, the  Sta te  De ve lo p me nt Bo a rd , a nd  o the r Po lic y Cha mp io ns will 

c o ntinue  to  wo rk to  p ro vid e  sp e c ific  tra ining  fo r tho se  c o mpa nie s c o ming  

into  the  Co unty. 

 The  Offic e  o f Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt a nd  Co unty Co unc il will c o ntinue  to  

use  the  Fe e  in Lie u o f Ta xe s inc e ntive  to  lure  p rime  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt 

p ro je c ts.  

Zoning  a nd La nd De ve lopme nt Re g ula tions  

 The  Pla nning  a nd  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Divisio ns will wo rk with the  c o nsulta nt 

to  b a la nc e  la nd  use  re g ula tio ns with e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt e ffo rts b y 

re fining  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt re g ula tio ns in unzo ne d  a re a s to  a d d  a  d e g re e  

o f p re d ic ta b ility fo r tho se  b usine sse s inte re ste d  in lo c a ting  he re .   
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 The  Pla nning  a nd  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Divisio ns will wo rk with the  c o nsulta nt 

to  re d e fine  the  zo ning  c la ssific a tio n d e finitio ns a nd  e nsure  zo ning  d istric t 

lo c a tio ns a re  c o nsiste nt with up d a te d  c la ssific a tio ns.   

 The  Pla nning  a nd  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Divisio ns will wo rk with the  c o nsulta nt 

to  b e tte r p ro te c t e xisting  use s fro m inc o mp a tib le  la nd  use s thro ug h b uffe rs, 

sp a c ing , sc re e ning , a nd  o the r suita b le  me tho d s.  This is e sp e c ia lly imp o rta nt 

b e twe e n la rg e  ind ustrie s a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s. 

 The  Pla nning  a nd  La nd  De ve lo p me nt Divisio ns will wo rk with the  c o nsulta nt 

to  re g ula te  the  lo c a tio n o f ind ustry a nd  ho me s in a  ma nne r tha t will 

fa c ilita te  p re se rva tio n o f a g ric ultura l a nd  na tura l re so urc e s. 

 Se e  the  2026 And e rso n Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n, Pa rt I, La nd  Use  

Ele me nt b e g inning  o n p a g e  23, fo r mo re  d e ta ile d  re c o mme nd a tio ns 

re g a rd ing  zo ning  a nd  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt re g ula tio n up d a te s. 

 

GIS Data  a nd Ma ps  

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n will use  ma p p ing  a nd  a na lysis to o ls to  id e ntify b e st 

lo c a tio ns fo r ind ustrie s b a se d  o n d a ta  the y will g a the r a nd  d ig itize  into  GIS 

a nd  will p ro vid e  d e c isio n ma ke rs a c c e ss to  a c c ura te  ma p s a nd  d a ta .    

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n, a lo ng  with o the r Co unty GIS use rs, will g a the r a nd  

a na lyze  infra struc ture  d a ta  re g a rd ing  the  issue s with se we r line s a nd  

d istrib utio n o f p o we r (DICES) id e ntifie d  b y the  Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt 

De p a rtme nt.  Suc h ma p p e d  d a ta  will re ve a l infra struc ture  sho rtc o ming s fo r 

d e c isio nma ke rs. 

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n a nd  the ir GIS p a rtne rs will b ring  d a ta  se ts to g e the r a nd  

o ffe r a n o nline  d a shb o a rd , a  p o we rful p la nning  a nd  d e c isio n-ma king  to o l 

to  b e  use d  b y a nyo ne  who  c a n g o  o nline .  The  sta tus o f d e ve lo p me nt 

p ro je c ts c a n b e  a c c e sse d  b y the  a p p lic a nt, the  Co unty Co unc il, Pla nning  

Co mmissio n a nd  o the rs, sa ving  sta ff time . 

Opportunity Zone s 

 And e rso n Co unty Offic e  o f Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt will utilize  its 

Op p o rtunity Zo ne s to  a ttra c t b usine sse s to  the se  c ha lle ng e d  a re a s.    

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n will use  GIS to  o ve rla y Op p o rtunity Zo ne s a nd  

infra struc ture  to  d e te rmine  p o ssib le  lo c a tio ns fo r b usine sse s insid e  the  

Zo ne s. 
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Tourism Ac tions 

 Co unty Co unc il a nd  Ad ministra tio n c a n c ultiva te  the  to urism se c to r b y 

ha ving  a p p ro p ria te  d e p a rtme nts to  p a rtne r to  c o nd uc t a  to urism a c tio n 

p la n.   

 As a  p a rt o f a  to urism a c tio n p la n, Co unty Co unc il a nd  Ad ministra tio n will 

d ire c t a  stud y o f the  e c o no mic  imp a c t o f to urism o n And e rso n Co unty, the  

A-Ta x a nd  H-Ta x c o lle c te d  ye a r o ve r ye a r, the  rip p le  e ffe c t o f to urism o n 

lo c a l b usine sse s, the  sp e c ific  imp a c t o f And e rso n Co unty ve nue s, a nd  

le a rning  a b o ut ho w the  Co unty c a n d e ve lo p  o the r fo rms o f to urism tha t 

wo uld  b uild  o n its re c e nt suc c e ss. 

 The  De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s Divisio n a nd  the  LUDO c o nsulta nt will write  

sta nd a rd s fo r wa y-find ing  sig na g e  tha t fits with lo c a l c ha ra c te r to  ma ke  the  

a re a  inc re a sing ly na vig a b le  fo r visito rs.  The se  wa yfind ing  sig ns sho uld  b e  

c o nsid e re d  fo r e xe mp tio n fro m the  sig n re g ula tio ns 

 The  Cultura l Ele me nt c o ve rs a d d itio na l a c tio ns tha t ne e d  to  b e  c o nsid e re d  

he re . (Pa g e  24, Cultura l Ele me nt, Pa rt II o f the  2026 And e rso n Co unty 

Co mp re he nsive  Pla n) 

Tra c king  Le g isla tive  Ac tivity 

 The  Co unty Go ve rnme nta l Affa irs Divisio n will tra c k a nd  re p o rt o n b ills in 

the  Sta te  Le g isla ture  tha t a ffe c t lo c a l g o ve rnme nts’  a utho rity o ve r la nd  

use  a nd  o the r p e rtine nt issue s, suc h a s the  a b ility to  use  c o nc urre nc y 

p ro g ra ms a nd  the  Tra nsfe r o f De ve lo p me nt Rig hts (TDR).  Co nc urre nc y 

me a ns ne w d e ve lo pme nt wo uld  mo ve  fo rwa rd  whe n a d e q ua te  

infra struc ture  like  ro a d s, wa te r, se we r, a nd  sc ho o ls is a lre a d y in p la c e  o r 

p la nne d .  Tra nsfe r o f De ve lo p me nt Rig hts (TDR) d e sig na te s “ se nd ing  

a re a s”  whe re  la nd o wne rs se ll the ir d e ve lo p me nt rig hts to  d e ve lo p e rs who  

wa nt to  b uild  mo re  d e nse ly in “ re c e iving  a re a s.”  The  re sult: p re se rve d  rura l 

la nd s a nd  na tura l re so urc e s. 
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APPENDIX E 

TAX INCENTIVES AVAILABLE IN SOUTH CAROLINA DEFINED

Corpora te  He a dqua rte rs: At the  e nd  o f the  2008 So uth Ca ro lina  le g isla tive  se ssio n, 

a n e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt b ill inc lud e d  a n a me nd me nt to  the  e xisting  la w 

g o ve rning  inc e ntive s fo r o rg a niza tio ns wishing  to  lo c a te  a  he a d q ua rte rs fa c ility in 

the  Sta te . The  ne w la w no w a llo ws a  Limite d  Lia b ility Co mp a ny (LLC) to  b e  e lig ib le  

fo r ta x inc e ntive s tha t we re p re vio usly o nly a va ila b le  to  inc o rpo ra te d  c o mp a nie s. 

One  o f the  ke y c rite ria  a n inc o ming  he a d q ua rte rs must me e t in o rd e r to  q ua lify 

fo r ta x c re d its is the  c re a tio n o f a  minimum o f 40 ne w he a d q ua rte r jo b s whic h 

must e a rn twic e  the  Sta te  p e r c a p ita  inc o me .  

Jobs Ta x Cre dit: The Jo b  Ta x Cre d it (JTC) is a sta tuto ry inc e ntive o ffe re d  to  
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c o mp a nie s, b o th e xisting  a nd  ne w, tha t c re a te  ne w jo b s in the  Sta te . The  c re d it 

is a va ila b le  to  c o mp a nie s tha t e sta b lish o r e xp a nd  c o rp o ra te  he a d q ua rte rs, 

ma nufa c turing , d istrib utio n, p ro c e ssing , q ua lifie d  se rvic e -re la te d , o r re se a rc h a nd  

d e ve lo p me nt fa c ilitie s. This c re d it is e xtre me ly b e ne fic ia l fo r c o mp a nie s b e c a use  

it is a  c re d it a g a inst c o rp o ra te  inc o me  ta xe s, whic h c a n e limina te  50 p e rc e nt o f 

a  c o mp a ny's lia b ility. 

 

Fe e - in- Lie u of Ta x: Exp a nd ing  o r re lo c a ting  c o mp a nie s ma y a lso  b e  a b le  to  

ne g o tia te  a  Fe e -in-Lie u (FILOT) o f p ro p e rty ta xe s, whic h c a n g re a tly re d uc e  the ir 

p ro p e rty ta x lia b ility. It le ve ls the  p la ying  fie ld  with ne ig hb o ring  sta te s who  ha ve  

muc h lo we r p ro p e rty ta x tha n SC o n ma nufa c turing .  Altho ug h a  Sta te -le ve l 

p ro g ra m, this p ro p e rty ta x inc e ntive  is o ffe re d  a t the  d isc re tio n o f lo c a l 

g o ve rnme nts. Co mp a nie s inve sting  a s little  a s $2.5 millio n d o lla rs ma y ne g o tia te  

this e xe mp tio n with the  Co unty in whic h the y lo c a te . This 20-ye a r inc e ntive  

c re a te s sig nific a nt sa ving s fo r c o mp a nie s b y lo we ring  the  a sse ssme nt ra tio  fro m 

10.5 p e rc e nt fo r ma nufa c ture rs to  a s lo w a s 6 p e rc e nt. Furthe rmo re , the  milla g e  

ma y b e  he ld  lo we r tha n if the  p ro p e rty we re  no t und e r a  FILOT. 

Spe c ia l Sourc e  Re ve nue  Cre dit (SSRC) or Infra struc ture  Cre dits: Infra struc ture  

c re d its ma y b e  o ffe re d  in ta nd e m with a  Fe e -in-Lie u o r a s a  sta nd a lo ne  inc e ntive . 

Cre d its, whic h a re  ta ke n a g a inst a n inve sto r’ s p ro p e rty ta x lia b ility, ma y b e  utilize d  

und e r Sta te  la w to  o ffse t a n inve sto r’ s q ua lifying  infra struc ture -re la te d  

e xp e nd iture s inc lud ing  imp ro ve me nts to  utilitie s se rving  a  p ro je c t site , re a l e sta te  

e xp e nd iture s, a nd  c o sts re la ting  to  imp ro ving  re a l e sta te . 

Multi- County Pa rk Ag re e me nt (MCIP): In a n e ffo rt to  furthe r a ttra c t b usine sse s to  

the  sta te , a  c o unty ma y e sta b lish a  Multi-Co unty Pa rk Ag re e me nt. Und e r a n MCIP 

a g re e me nt, two  c o untie s a g re e  to  p a rtne r a nd  sha re  p ro pe rty ta xe s with the  

p a rtne ring  c o unty. The  a g re e me nt a lso  ra ise s the  Sta te ’ s Jo b  Ta x Cre d it a va ila b le  

to  e mp lo ye rs b y up  to  $1,000 p e r jo b , with no  lia b ility to  the  c o unty. 
 

 

Ma nufa c turing  Prope rty Ta x Aba te me nt: Ab a te me nt o f the  Co unty’ s p o rtio n o f 

the  to ta l le vy is a  ma nd a te d  inc e ntive  fo r ma nufa c turing  ind ustrie s. SC Co d e  

p ro vid e s a  5-ye a r e xe mp tio n fro m c o unty p ro p e rty ta xe s (e xc lud ing  sc ho o l a nd  

munic ip a l ta xe s) fo r a ll ne w ma nufa c turing  e sta b lishme nts a nd  a d d itio ns c o sting  
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$50,000 o r mo re  to  e xisting  ma nufa c turing  fa c ilitie s. This a p p lie s to  la nd , b uild ing s 

a nd  a d d itio na l ma c hine ry a nd / o r e q uipme nt insta lle d  in the  fa c ility. 

 

Sta te  Ta x Inc e ntive s:  The  Jo b  De ve lo p me nt Cre d it (JDC) is a va ila b le  thro ug h 

sta te  le g isla tio n fo r q ua lifie d  p ro je c ts c re a ting  jo b s in So uth Ca ro lina . As a  re sult, 

e lig ib le  c o mp a nie s ma y re ta in a  pe rc e nta g e  o f the ir e mp lo ye e ’ s sta te  

withho ld ing  fo r up  to  te n ye a rs.  Sta te  le g isla tio n o ffe rs se ve ra l o the r inc e ntive s a s 

a n o p tio n fo r a  ne w o r e xp a nd ing  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c t. This is a  

ne g o tia tio n with the  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Co mme rc e  a nd  the  

Co o rd ina ting  Co unc il fo r Ec o no mic  De ve lo p me nt (CCED). 

 

Employe e  Tra ining : So uth Ca ro lina ’ s Re a d ySC Tra ining  Pro g ra m is o ne  o f the  mo st 

c o mp re he nsive  a nd  suc c e ssful p ro g ra ms in the  US. Its struc ture  a nd  c o nte nt se rve  

a s a  mo d e l fo r o the r sta te  p ro g ra ms thro ug ho ut the  sta te  a nd  the  c o untry. 

Ca nd id a te s a re  ta ug ht the  skills ne c e ssa ry to  g a in a nd  re ta in e mp lo yme nt in 

so me  o f the  wo rld ’ s le a d ing  ind ustrie s. 

Othe r Prog ra ms:  And e rso n Co unty ha s se ve ra l o p tio ns fo r g a ining  a nd  tra ining  

a d d itio na l ind ivid ua ls within the  c o mmunity. Tho se  o p tio ns a re  a va ila b le  thro ug h 

p ro g ra ms with the  And e rso n Co unty Wo rkfo rc e  De ve lo p me nt, Tri-Co unty 

Te c hnic a l Co lle g e , a nd  SCWo rks. Ad d itio na lly, the  Up sta te  a lso  ha s p ro g ra ms 

a va ila b le  fo r wo rkfo rc e  e d uc a tio n a nd  tra ining . 
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VARIOUS LABO R FORCE DATA 

 

Historical Median Family Income 

for Anderson County 2005-2021 

(Inflation Adjusted) 

Date US 
South  

Carolina 

Anderson  

County 

2021 $85,806 $73,901 $67,002 

2020 $87,269 $75,592 $69,589 

2019 $85,780 $74,752 $69,909 

2018 $82,434 $70,933 $71,790 

2017 $81,669 $69,004 $67,901 

2016 $80,231 $69,475 $64,018 

2015 $78,061 $67,794 $65,928 

2014 $75,505 $64,715 $58,948 

2013 $74,593 $63,707 $58,271 

2012 $73,920 $62,377 $57,453 

2011 $74,192 $63,067 $62,945 

2010 $75,477 $64,388 $64,688 

2009 $77,322 $66,339 $66,440 

2008 $79,933 $70,218 $67,123 

2007 $80,131 $69,312 $65,387 

2006 $78,838 $67,803 $66,825 

2005 $77,647 $66,894 $62,939 

 
The  U.S. Bure a u o f the  Ce nsus sho ws tha t the re  ha ve  b e e n no  re c e nt up d a te s 
re g a rd ing  infla tio n a d juste d  me d ia n fa mily inc o me . 
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INTRODUCTION 
And e rso n Co unty’ s na tura l re so urc e  e nd o wme nt is ma d e  up  o f e xp a nsive  la nd -

sc a p e s—fo re sts o f live  o a ks a nd  to we ring  p ine s, p a sture s, a nd  p rime  fa rmla nd s, 

fo re ste d  we tla nd s, a s we ll a s o ve r 300 mile s o f sho re line . Whe n d isc ussing  na tura l 

re so urc e s, it is imp o rta nt to  no te  tha t the  re so urc e s a re  a ll inte rc o nne c te d  a nd  

the re  is a  finite  numb e r o f the m. Ec o lo g y, o r the  inte rre la tio nship s b e twe e n living  

o rg a nisms with the ir e nviro nme nt a nd  e a c h o the r, is p a rt o f wha t is d isc usse d  in 

this se c tio n. So me  o f the  mo st p re ssing  issue s—e xp a nd ing  p o p ula tio n, d e g ra d a -

tio n o f the  e nviro nme nt, sp e c ie s d e c line  a nd  e xtinc tio n, fo o d  se c urity, a nd  po llu-

tio n—a re  a ll c o nsid e re d  e c o lo g ic a l. As And e rso n Co unty e xp e rie nc e s ra p id  

g ro wth a nd  d e ve lo pme nt, o ur c he rishe d  na tura l a sse ts a re  a t risk. If no t p la nne d  

a nd  e xe c ute d  p ro p e rly, the  Co unty’ s ra p id  g ro wth c o uld  le a d  to  unfo re se e n c o n-

se q ue nc e s fo r a ir a nd  wa te r q ua lity, a g ric ultura l c o mmunitie s, we tla nd s, b io d ive r-

sity, a nd  so il sta b ility. The  va lue  o f na tura l re so urc e s a nd  the  e c o lo g ic a l syste ms 

the y sup p o rt a re  o fte n ha rd  to  q ua ntify, re sulting  in o ve rlo o king  the  va lue  whe n 

ma king  la nd  use  d e c isio ns. Na tura l re so urc e s a re  the  b a sis o f the  Sta te  e c o n-

o my—a  Cle mso n Unive rsity stud y c o nc lud e d  tha t na tura l re so urc e -b a se d  se c to rs 

c o ntrib ute  $33.4 b illio n in e c o no mic  a c tivity a nnua lly a nd  a re  re sp o nsib le  fo r 

218,719 jo b s (Willis a nd  Stra ka ). In And e rso n Co unty a lo ne , “ the  ma rke t va lue  o f 

a g ric ultura l p ro d uc ts ha s rise n 12% sinc e  2017, re a c hing  $84.3 millio n, a nd  we  ho ld  

the  la rg e st c a ttle  inve nto ry in So uth Ca ro lina  a t 32,033 he a d . Our fa rms fe e d  fa m-

ilie s, sup p o rt lo c a l b usine sse s, a nd  d e fine  the  rura l la nd sc a p e  tha t g ive s And e rso n 

its id e ntity”  (S.C . Re p . Bla ke  Sa nd e rs, Dist. 9). Ec o no mic  g ro wth a nd  a  he a lthy, 

thriving  e nviro nme nt c a n a nd  must c o e xist a s And e rso n Co unty re sid e nts d e p e nd  

o n b o th to  ma inta in o r imp ro ve  the ir q ua lity o f life . In summa ry, we  mustn’ t lo se  

o ur c o lle c tive  e c o lo g ic a l a wa re ne ss. Stra te g ie s to  sa fe g ua rd  the  c o unty’ s na tura l 

re so urc e s c a n b e  fo und  in the  re c o mme nd a tio ns se c tio n o f this e le me nt. 
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A se nse  o f p la c e  is c re a te d  b y me mo rie s, time  sp e nt the re , c o nne c tio n to  the  

la nd  o r o the rs who  live  the re . Ra p id  c ha ng e  o r d e struc tio n to  the  na tura l e nviro n-

me nt stra ins the  se nse  o f p la c e  a nd  p e rma ne ntly a lte rs its fa b ric . c o mmunity 

b uild ing  a nd  p la c e ma king  e mp ha size s the  imp o rta nc e  o f the  Co unty’ s na tura l 

re so urc e s. The  mo re  info rme d  a  c o mmunity is, the  mo re  e ng a g e d  a nd  a c tive  the y 

a re  c ivic a lly—kno wle d g e -sha ring  b e ne fits c o mmunitie s. Co nse rving  a nd  p re se rv-

ing  na tura l re so urc e s c a n imp ro ve  c o mmunity he a lth thro ug h a c c e ss to  na tura l 

sp a c e s. Stud ie s sho w tha t sp e nd ing  time  in na ture  b o o sts the  immune  syste m, im-

p ro ve s c o g nitive  func tio n, he a rt he a lth, sle e p , a nd  e ve n re d uc e s stre ss a nd  in-

fla mma tio n. It is e sse ntia l fo r c o mmunitie s to  a c c e ss he a lthy a nd  a c c e ssib le  wa -

te rwa ys suc h a s the  Sa lud a  Rive r. Tre e s a re  b e ne fic ia l—c re a ting  a  mo re  ro b ust 

a nd  e q uita b ly d istrib ute d  urb a n tre e  c a no p y e xp a nd s tho se  b e ne fits c o mmunity 

wid e . Ac c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture , o ne  a c re  o f fo re st a b so rb s 

six to ns o f c a rb o n d io xid e  a nd  p uts o ut fo ur to ns o f o xyg e n. This is e no ug h to  me e t 

the  a nnua l ne e d s o f 18 p e o p le  (2025). Tre e s p ro vid e  o xyg e n a nd  sig nific a nt e c o -

no mic  b e ne fits. This e le me nt wa s c re a te d  thro ug h a  d a ta  d rive n a nd  e c o lo g ic a lly 

mind e d  a p p ro a c h. 

 

Inve ntory of Existing  Conditions 

The  Da ta  

The  d a ta  in this Ele me nt ha s b e e n g a the re d  fro m so urc e s inc lud ing  So uth Ca ro lina  

De p a rtme nt o f Na tura l Re so urc e s a nd  o the rs. The  full list o f re fe re nc e s is a t the  

e nd  o f this e le me nt. Ad d itio na lly, the  c o lle c tio n o f c o mmunity fe e d b a c k inc lud e s 

re sid e nts a nd  sta ke ho ld e rs sha ring  a  d ive rse  ra ng e  o f e xp e rie nc e s.  
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Wate r 

Ac c e ss to  c le a n, re lia b le  wa te r is a  fund a me nta l rig ht fo r c o unty re sid e nts. And e r-

so n Co unty is ho me  to  c re e ks, trib uta rie s, p o nd s, we tla nd s, the Sa va nna h, Ro c ky, 

a nd Sa lud a rive rs, La ke  Ha rtwe ll, a nd o the rs. Wa te r q ua lity issue s re c e ive  mo re  a t-

te ntio n a nd ha ve  a  la rg e r imp a c t o n c o unty re sid e nts. The  re c e nt Sp ring  2025 a l-

g a e  b lo o m o n La ke  Ha rtwe ll p re ve nte d  re sid e nts fro m e njo ying  the  wa te r (“ SCDES 

Issue s Re c re a tio na l Wa te r Wa tc h fo r La ke  Ha rtwe ll in And e rso n Co unty | So uth 

Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Enviro nme nta l Se rvic e s” ). Eve ry 8-d ig it sub b a sin c la ssifi-

c a tio n (se e  p a g e  7) within the  c o unty ha s imp a ire d  wa te rs ma king  it le ss tha n 

id e a l fo r fishing  o r o the r wa te r re c re a tio n a c tivitie s. Wa te r q ua lity imp a c ts the  

he a lth a nd  we llb e ing  o f c o mmunitie s a nd the e c o syste ms the y d e p e nd  o n.  

Rive r Ba sins

Two  rive r b a sins a re  within the  c o unty, 

the  Up p e r Sa va nna h Rive r Ba sin 

whic h c o ve rs 82.7% o f the  c o unty 

a nd  the  Sa lud a  Rive r Ba sin. The  Sa -

va nna h Rive r is 314 mile s lo ng  in its e n-

tire ty with a  little  o ve r 35 mile s flo wing  

a lo ng  the  c o unty b o und a ry. The  

so urc e  o f the  rive r is the  c o nflue nc e  

o f the  Tug a lo o  a nd  Se ne c a  Rive rs 

with a n e le va tio n o f 670 fe e t. At the  

mo uth the re  is a n e le va tio n o f 0-4 fe e t 

a s it e mp tie s into  the  Atla ntic  Oc e a n. 

The re  a re  thre e  ma jo r d a ms a lo ng  the  rive r, o ne  o f the m b e ing  Ha rtwe ll Da m 

within And e rso n Co unty. The  Ro c ky Rive r lie s within the  Up p e r Sa va nna h Rive r Ba -

sin a nd  is 50.3 mile s lo ng  with 23.84 o f tho se  mile s flo wing  thro ug h the  c o unty. The  

so urc e  fo rms a s the  c o nflue nc e  o f Be a ve rd a m Cre e k a nd  Little  Be a ve rd a m Cre e k 

a nd  is a t a n e le va tio n o f 746 fe e t. The mo uth is we st o f Ca lho un Fa lls whe re  it flo ws 

into  the  Sa va nna h Rive r a t a n e le va tio n o f 490 fe e t. “The  Up p e r Ba sin is d e fine d  

b y its ric h e c o lo g ic a l d ive rsity a nd  sig nific a nt e c o no mic  a nd  re c re a tio na l va lue . 

mSo urc e : Pip  Wre n
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Its fo re sts, we tla nd s, a nd  

wa te rwa ys p ro vid e  c riti-

c a l ha b ita ts fo r c o untle ss 

sp e c ie s o f fish, wild life , 

a nd  p la nts, ma king  it a  

c o rne rsto ne  o f the  re -

g io n’ s na tura l he rita g e ”  

(Sa va nna h Rive rke e p e r). 

At the  sa me  time , it 

se rve s a s a  p rima ry 

so urc e  o f d rinking  wa te r, 

irrig a tio n, a nd  ind ustria l 

use  fo r surro und ing  c o m-

munitie s. The  Up p e r Sa -

va nna h Rive r b a sin is 

ho me  to  a n e xc e p tio na lly d ive rse  a rra y o f p la nts a nd  a nima ls--The  Sa va nna h 

Rive r Ba sin ho sts o ve r 75 sp e c ie s o f ra re  p la nts a nd  a nima ls, inc lud ing  the  striking  

swa llo w-ta ile d  kite , the  ro c ky sho a l’ s sp id e r lily, a nd  the  wild  c o c o a  tre e  (“Na tive  

Sp e c ie s” ). Ac ro ss b o th the  Up p e r a nd  Lo we r Sa va nna h Rive r b a sins, the re  a re  13 

fe d e ra lly e nd a ng e re d  a nd  five  fe d e ra lly thre a te ne d  sp e c ie s. Fifty-five  sp e c ie s in 

the  c o mb ine d  b a sins a re  sta te -liste d  o r o f sp e c ia l c o nc e rn (G e o rg ia  Rive r Ne two rk 

2018). The  Up p e r a nd  Lo we r Sa va nna h b a sins a re  ho me  to  a  to ta l o f 118 na tive  

fish sp e c ie s, whic h is mo re  tha n the  to ta l ric hne ss o f so me  sta te s (Ma rc y e t a l. 

2005). Ma ny a mp hib ia ns a nd  re p tile s a lso  live  within the  Up p e r a nd  Lo we r Sa va n-

na h b a sins, inc lud ing  e nd a ng e re d  sa la ma nd e rs a nd  ne wts (Uppe r Sa va nna h 

Rive r Basin Plan). De sp ite  its hig h d ive rsity a nd  imp o rta nc e  fo r sp e c ie s c o nse rva -

tio n in the  Ame ric a n so uthe a st, the  Sa va nna h Rive r is liste d  a s o ne  o f the  mo st 

p o llute d  rive rs in the  Unite d  Sta te s, with mo re  tha n 90 303(d ) imp a ire d  site s liste d  

within the  up p e r p o rtio n o f the  So uth Ca ro lina  sid e  o f the  b a sin a lo ne  (SCDHEC 

2022b ). C itize ns c a n g e t invo lve d  in p ro te c ting  the  rive r thro ug h e ng a g ing  with 

The  Sa va nna h Rive rke e p e r—a  no np ro fit o rg a niza tio n wo rking  to  sa fe g ua rd  wa te r 

re so urc e s a nd  re p a ir d e g ra d e d  ha b ita ts thro ug ho ut the  b a sin in a  c itize n d rive n, 

b o tto m-up  a p p ro a c h.

m

aSo urc e : Pip  Wre n
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The  Sa lud a  Rive r is 200 mile s lo ng —39.98 o f tho se  mile s flo w a lo ng the  c o unty

b o und a ry. 20% o f the  Sa lud a  is 

within And e rso n Co unty.  The  so urc e  

o f the  rive r is the  c o nflue nc e  o f the  

No rth a nd  So uth fo rks o f the  Sa lud a  

with a n e le va tio n o f 871 fe e t. The  

mo uth o f the  Sa lud a  Rive r is a t the  

c o nflue nc e  with the  Bro a d  Rive r, 

fo rming  the  Co ng a re e  Rive r a t a n 

e le va tio n o f 140 fe e t.  The  rive rs a nd  

trib uta rie s o f the  Sa lud a  Rive r Ba sin 

a re  the  mo st e c o lo g ic a lly d ive rse  fo r 

fish in So uth Ca ro lina , with 84 

sp e c ie s o f fre shwa te r fish p re se nt 

(SCDNR 2023c ). Se ve nty-o ne  o f the se  sp e c ie s a re  na tive  to  the  a re a . The  b a sin 

a c c o unts fo r 60 p e rc e nt o f So uth Ca ro lina ’ s na tive  fre shwa te r fish d ive rsity in o nly 

8 p e rc e nt o f the  sta te ’ s a re a . Eig hte e n Re g io na l Fish Sp e c ie s o f G re a te st 

Co nse rva tio n Ne e d  

a re  p re se nt within 

b a sin wa te rs, the  

mo st o f a ny So uth 

Ca ro lina  b a sin

(“ SALUDA RIVER 

BASIN PLAN”). C itize ns 

c a n g e t invo lve d  in 

p ro te c ting  the  rive r 

thro ug h e ng a g ing  

with Sa ve  Our 

Sa lud a —a  no np ro fit 

o rg a niza tio n wo rking  

to  p ro te c t a nd  re sto re  

the  up p e r b a sin. 

So urc e : Pip  Wre n

So urc e : Pip  Wre n
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And e rso n ha s lo ng  und e rsto o d  the  po we r o f wa te r a nd  in 1895, And e rso n’ s b usi-

ne sse s a nd  c o mmunity le a d e rs witne sse d  And e rso n ha rne ss tha t po we r a t 

Mc Fa ll’ s Mill a t Hig h Sho a ls o n the  Ro c ky Rive r. The  hyd ro po we r sta tio n, e ng i-

ne e re d  b y W.C . Whitne r, g e ne ra te d  a nd  tra nsmitte d  po we r o ve r a  six-mile  d is-

ta nc e , ma king  it the  first lo ng -d ista nc e  p o we r tra nsmissio n o f e le c tric ity in the  

So uth. (Ta b le r)

Fo llo wing  the  suc c e ss a t Hig h Sho a ls, a  la rg e r d a m a nd  p o we r p la nt we re  c o n-

struc te d  a t Po rtma n Sho a ls o n the  Se ne c a  Rive r. The  Po rtma n Sho a ls Po we r Pla nt 

wa s the  first hyd ro e le c tric  fa -

c ility to  g e ne ra te  hig h vo lt-

a g e  p o we r witho ut ste p -up  

tra nsfo rme rs in the  Na tio n. 

This a re a  is no w und e r wa te r 

a fte r the  c o nstruc tio n o f La ke  

Ha rtwe ll b e twe e n 1955 a nd  

1963. The  Se ne c a  Rive r wa s 

“ d ro wne d ”  within the  la ke , 

a lte ring  the  la nd sc a p e  fo r-

e ve r. (Sc o tt)
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Wa te rshe ds 

The  rive r b a sins lo c a te d  within And e rso n Co unty a re  sub d ivid e d  into  re g io na l wa -

te rshe d s b a se d  o n g e o g ra p hic  lo c a tio n. The  8-d ig it hyd ro lo g ic  unit c o d e s (HUCs) 

a re  sub b a sins, the  10-

d ig it HUCs a re  wa te r-

she d s a nd  the  12-d ig it 

HUCs a re  sub  wa te r-

she d s. The  ma p  to  the  

rig ht re fle c ts the  10- 

a nd  12-d ig it wa te r-

she d s. Wa te rshe d s a re  

la nd  a re a s tha t c ha n-

ne l ra infa ll a nd  sno w-

me lt to  c re e ks, 

stre a ms, a nd  rive rs, 

a nd  e ve ntua lly to  o ut-

flo w p o ints suc h a s re s-

e rvo irs, b a ys, a nd  the  

o c e a n. Wa te rshe d s 

p la y a  c ruc ia l ro le  in 

the  e nviro nme nt a nd  

huma n so c ie ty, a s 

the y d e te rmine  b o th 

the  a va ila b ility a nd  

q ua lity o f wa te r. The y 

sup p ly d rinking  wa te r, 

sup p o rt a g ric ulture , 

susta in e c o syste ms, a nd  he lp  ma na g e  sto rmwa te r. He a lthy wa te rshe d s p ro vid e  a  

na tura l filtra tio n syste m fo r wa te r, p re ve nting  p o lluta nts fro m e nte ring  rive rs a nd  

la ke s. Ho we ve r, huma n a c tivitie s c a n sig nific a ntly imp a c t wa te rshe d s, le a d ing  to  

issue s re la te d  to  wa te r q ua ntity a nd  q ua lity (Na tio na l Oc e a nic  a nd  Atmo sp he ric  

Ad ministra tio n). Wa te r is a  finite  re so urc e . By p ro te c ting  o ur wa te rshe d s, we  a re  in 

turn p ro te c ting  the  e c o syste ms a nd  c o mmunitie s tha t d e p e nd  o n o ur wa te r re -

so urc e s. C itize ns c a n g e t invo lve d  in he lp ing  p ro te c t a nd  mo nito r o ur wa te rshe d s 

thro ug h SC Ad o p t-a -Stre a m, a  vo lunte e r wa te r q ua lity mo nito ring  p ro g ra m whe re  
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c o mmunity me mb e rs c a n he lp  o ur sta te  b y c o lle c ting  d a ta  o n wa te rwa ys tha t 

ma y no t b e  re g ula rly mo nito re d  o the rwise .  

 

Lake s 

Wa te r ha s sha p e d  And e rso n Co unty—La ke  Ha rtwe ll wa s c o nstruc te d  b e twe e n 

1955 a nd  1962. The  re se rvo ir 

wa s fille d  in the  thirte e n 

mo nths le a d ing  up  to  the  

c o mp le tio n o f the  la ke  in 

Ma rc h o f 1962. Ac c o rd ing  to  

the  U.S. Army Co rp s o f Eng i-

ne e rs, the  numb e r o f visito rs 

to  the  p ro je c t ha s inc re a se d  

re g ula rly fro m a b o ut 750,000 

in 1962, to  9.6 millio n in 2000. 

This ra nke d  Ha rtwe ll third  o f 

the  te n mo st p o p ula r Co rp s 

p ro je c ts in the  na tio n. La ke  

Ha rtwe ll sp a ns a lmo st 56,000 a c re s with 962 mile s o f sho re line  ma king  it o ne  o f the  

la rg e st la ke s in the  so uthe a st. The  la ke  ha s a n a ve ra g e  d e p th o f 45 fe e t with a  

ma ximum d e p th o f 185 fe e t. The  Ha rtwe ll 

Da m is a  c o nc re te  e a rth g ra vity d a m; it is 64 

ye a rs o ld  a nd  p ro d uc e s hyd ro e le c tric  

p o we r. (“Ha rtwe ll Da m a nd  La ke  Histo ry” ) 

C ititze ns c a n g e t invo lve d  in sa fe g ua rd ing  

the  la ke  b y e ng a g ing  with La ke  Ha rtwe ll 

Pa rtne rs fo r C le a n Wa te r, a  no np ro fit 

o rg a niza tio n wo rking  to  p ro te c t this 

re se vio r.  

 

Bro a d wa y La ke  wa s c o nstruc te d  in 1940 

a nd  ha s a n e a rthe n e mb a nkme nt d a m 

tha t is 86 ye a rs o ld . The  la ke  sp a ns 300 a c re s 

with 5 mile s o f sho re line . It ha s a n a ve ra g e  

d e p th o f 5.9 fe e t a nd  ha s a  ma ximum 
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d e p th o f 22.1 fe e t. The re  a re  thre e  kno wn a rc ha e o lo g ic a l site s within the  a re a  o f 

Bro a d wa y La ke , inc lud ing  a  site  kno wn lo c a lly a s the  “ Ind ia n Mo und ”  (Bro o ks). 

C itize ns c a n g e t invo lve d  in sa fe g ua rd ing  this la ke  b y e ng a g ing  with Frie nd s o f 

La ke  Bro a d wa y, a  no np ro fit o rg a niza tio n wo rking  to  imp ro ve , p ro te c t, a nd  p re -

se rve  the  la ke .  

 

La ke  Se c e ssio n b e g a n c o n-

struc tio n in 1933 a nd  a fte r a  

tumultuo us p e rio d  the  multip le  

a rc h b uttre ss d a m a nd  two -

sto ry b ric k p o we rho use  tha t 

p ro d uc e s hyd ro e le c tric  p o we r 

wa s c o mp le te d  in 1940 a nd  is 

no w 86 ye a rs o ld . The  la ke  

sp a ns 1,425 a c re s with 52.28 

mile s o f sho re line  a nd  ha s a  

ma ximum d e p th o f 67 fe e t.  
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La nds Critic a l to  Wate r Qua lity 

Ac c e ss to  c le a n, re lia b le  wa te r is a  

fund a me nta l rig ht fo r a ll living  

thing s. La nd s c ritic a l to  wa te r q ua l-

ity p la y a n e sse ntia l ro le  in p ro te c t-

ing  surfa c e  wa te r a nd  g ro und wa -

te r re so urc e s thro ug ho ut the  

c o unty. De ve lo p me nt o r la nd  d is-

turb a nc e  in the  a re a s id e ntifie d  in 

the  ma p  to  the  rig ht c a n le a d  to  

e ro sio n, inc re a se d  p o llutio n, a nd  

ha b ita t d e g ra d a tio n, whic h c o l-

le c tive ly thre a te n the  q ua lity o f o ur 

wa te r. By 2030 the  up sta te  re g io n 

will ha ve  e xp e rie nc e d  a  48% in-

c re a se  in p o p ula tio n in just 40 

ye a rs. p re se rving  o ur c ritic a l la nd s 

a nd  p re ve nting  d ispe rse d , sp ra wl-

ing  d e ve lo p me nt is e sse ntia l to  

p ro te c ting  o ur wa te r re so urc e s 

(“ Up sta te  Fo re ve r Co mp le te s Criti-

c a l La nd s Ma p p ing  Pro je c t” ). In 2025, And e rso n Co unty p a sse d  the  Rip a ria n Buffe r 

Ord ina nc e  re q uiring  a  minimum 50-fo o t rip a ria n b uffe r whe re  the  wa te rshe d  is le ss 

tha n 50 a c re s a nd  a  minimum 100-fo o t rip a ria n b uffe r whe re  the  wa te rshe d  is 50 

a c re s o r mo re . SCDNR d e fine s a  rip a ria n b uffe r a s the  la nd  a re a  a d jo ining  a  

stre a m, la ke , o r we tla nd  c ha ra c te rize d  b y a  c o ve r o f na tura lly o c c urring  ve g e ta -

tio n c o nsisting  o f tre e s, shrub s, g ra sse s, a nd  fo rb s. Rip a ria n Buffe rs p ro vid e  a  c o n-

tinuo us b a nd  o f ve g e ta te d  la nd  a lo ng  the  wa te r’ s e d g e  (SCDNR). C itize ns with 

wa te rwa ys o n the ir p riva te  p ro p e rty c a n he lp  p ro te c t tho se  wa te r re so urc e s b y 

c he c king  fo r lo ss o f ve g e ta tio n, stre a m b a nk e ro sio n, a nd  d e g ra d a tio n a nd  ta ke  

ste p s to  re p a ir a nd  pro te c t the  a re a . C le mso n Exte nsio n ha s Stre a m Ba nk Re p a ir 

ma nua l a nd  o the r re so urc e s a va ila b le  o nline .  
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We tla nds 

We tla nd s a re  a re a s whe re  wa te r c o ve rs the  so il, o r is p re se nt e ithe r a t o r ne a r the  

surfa c e  o f the  so il a ll ye a r o r fo r va rying  pe rio d s o f time  d uring  the  ye a r, inc lud ing  

d uring  the  g ro wing  se a so n (US EPA). We tla nd s a re  o ne  o f the  mo st thre a te ne d  

e c o syste ms in the  Unite d  Sta te s a nd  a re  a n e xtre me ly va lua b le  ye t inc re a sing ly 

vulne ra b le  e c o syste m, the y p ro vid e  va lue s tha t no  o the r e c o syste m c a n—the y 

ha ve  re c re a tio na l, histo ric a l, sc ie ntific , a nd  c ultura l va lue s. “ To d a y mo st p la nning  

a nd  d e ve lo p me nt d e c isio ns a re  ma d e  o n e c o no mic  g ro und s a nd , mo re  a nd  

mo re , o n the  b a sis o f fo rc e s a t p la y in the  fre e -ma rke t syste m… He nc e , we tla nd  

g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s must b e  g ive n a  q ua ntita tive  va lue  if the ir c o nse rva tio n is to  

b e  c ho se n o ve r a lte rna te  use s o f the  la nd  itse lf o r the  wa te r whic h fe e d s the  we t-

la nd s”  (Ba rb ie r a nd  Kno wle r). Ove r 50% o f we tla nd s within the  Unite d  Sta te s ha ve  

b e e n d e stro ye d  a nd  d ra ine d ---o nly to  b e  fille d  fo r d e ve lo p me nt. Sinc e  the  1970’ s 

So uth Ca ro lina  ha s ha d  e xte nsive  lo sse s o f we tla nd s. The se  lo sse s, a s we ll a s d e g -

ra d a tio n, ha ve  g re a tly d iminishe d  o ur we tla nd s re so urc e s; a s a  re sult, we  no  

lo ng e r ha ve  the  b e ne fits the y p ro vid e d . The  inc re a se  in flo o d  d a ma g e s, d ro ug ht 

d a ma g e s, a nd  the  d e c lining  b ird  p o p ula tio ns a re , in p a rt, the  re sult o f we tla nd s 

d e g ra d a tio n a nd  d e struc tio n. The y p ro vid e  the  mo st e c o syste m se rvic e s (Be ne fits 

to  huma ns a nd  the  e nviro nme nt) o f a ny e c o syste m typ e , inc lud ing  flo o d  p ro te c -

tio n (simila r to  a  g ia nt sp o ng e ), wa te r filtra tio n (a b so rb ing  p o lluta nts a nd  c le a ning  

the  wa te r), g ro und wa te r re c ha rg e , a nd  nutrie nt re te ntio n.  
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We tla nd s p la y a  fund a me nta l ro le  in the  e c o lo g y o f the  wa te rshe d  a nd  p ro vid e  

c ritic a l wild life  ha b ita ts, a nd  mo re  tha n ha lf o f thre a te ne d  o r e nd a ng e re d  sp e c ie s 

a re  d e p e nd e nt o n we tla nd s a t so me  p o int d uring  the ir life . Fo r ma ny a nima ls a nd  

p la nts, like  wo o d  d uc ks, muskra t, c a tta ils, a nd  swa mp  ro se , we tla nd s a re  the  o nly 

p la c e s the y c a n live  (“ Ame ric a ’ s We tla nd s” ). Whe n we tla nd s a re  p ro p e rly c a re d  

fo r, the y sto re  c a rb o n whic h in turn imp ro ve s a ir q ua lity a nd  mo d e ra te s g lo b a l 

c lima te  c o nd itio ns. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  Enviro nme nta l Pro te c tio n Ag e nc y, o ve r 75 

p e rc e nt o f we tla nd s a re  p riva te ly o wne d , so  ind ivid ua l la nd o wne rs a re  c ritic a l in 

p ro te c ting  the se  na tio na l tre a sure s. Our e c o no mic  we ll-b e ing  a nd  q ua lity o f life  

la rg e ly d e p e nd  o n o ur na tura l re so urc e s, a nd  we tla nd s a re  a  vita l link b e twe e n 

o ur la nd  a nd  wa te r re so urc e s (“Ame ric a ’ s We tla nd s).  

 

The  Ro c ky Rive r Co nse rva nc y is a  c itize n-le d  no np ro fit wo rking  to  p ro vid e  g re e n 

sp a c e  thro ug h c le a n-up  a nd  p re se rva tio n o f the  Ro c ky Rive r a nd  its a sso c ia te d  

we tla nd s a nd  up la nd s. The  Ro c ky Rive r Na ture  Pa rk is a  148-a c re  p ub lic  p re se rve  

with wa lking  tra ils a nd  te e ming  with o p p o rtunitie s to  c o nne c t with o ur na tura l e n-

viro nme nt. This d ive rse  na tura l sa nc tua ry c o ntrib ute s to  the  c o unty’ s se nse  o f 

p la c e  a nd  p ro vid e s a n a re a  whe re  And e rso nia ns c a n p a rtic ip a te  in c itize n sc i-

e nc e  a nd  wo rk to g e the r to  p re se rve  a nd  p ro te c t this c o unty tre a sure . A b io -

d ive rse  illustra tio n o f the  Ro c ky Rive r we tla nd  a re a  c re a te d  b y Pip  Wre n is o n the  

fo llo wing  two  p a g e s.  
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Slope  

Slo p e  is a n imp o rta nt c o nsid e ra tio n fo r la nd  use  a nd  d e ve lo pme nt – slo p e  in this 

c o nte xt c a n b e  d e fine d  a s the  ste e p ne ss o f the  g ro und s surfa c e . Whe n slo p e s a re  

d isturb e d  d uring  la nd  d e ve lo p me nt, sig nific a nt issue s c a n a rise  – inc re a se d  runo ff, 

e ro sio n, a nd  se d ime nta tio n. This c a n c o ntrib ute  to  stre a mb a nk insta b ility a nd  ne g -

a tive ly imp a c t wa te r q ua lity. It is imp e ra tive  to  c o nsid e r the se  risks whe n ma king  

la nd  use  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt d e c isio ns a c ro ss the  c o unty.  

 

Soils 

So il is a  c ritic a l, no n-re ne wa b le  re so urc e  tha t susta ins a ll life  o n e a rth—it is finite , 

me a ning  its lo ss a nd  d e g ra d a tio n is no t re c o ve ra b le  within a  huma n life sp a n. Ac -

c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture , so il is no t a n ine rt g ro wing  me -

d ium—it is a  living  a nd  life -g iving  na tura l re so urc e  tha t is te e ming  with b illio ns o f 

b a c te ria , fung i, a nd  o the r mic ro b e s tha t a re  the  fo und a tio n o f a n e le g a nt symb i-

o tic  e c o syste m. Myc o rrhiza l ne two rks p la y a no the r inte g ra l ro le  in so il he a lth b y 

a c ting  a s e xte nd e d  ro o t syste ms, p ro vid ing  nutrie nts to  p la nts, he lp  p ro te c t p la nts 

fro m c e rta in d ise a se s a nd  inse c ts, a nd  a c ting  a s the  g lue  tha t ho ld s so il p a rtic le s 

to g e the r (G ra b o wski). So il is e sse ntia l fo r pro vid ing  c le a n wa te r a nd  95% o f g lo b a l 

fo o d  sup p lie s re ly o n so il (Elle rb e c k).  In Upsta te  So uth Ca ro lina , the  so il wa s 12 to  

15 fe e t d e e p  in the  e a rly 1900's – a  fe w ye a rs a g o  a  stud y re ve a le d  it is d o wn to  5 

to  8 inc he s. It ta ke s 500-600 ye a rs to  b uild  o ne  inc h o f to p so il, a nd  we  lo st 12 fe e t 

o f it in o ne  c e ntury (Sta me ts). De fo re sta tio n, o ve r d e ve lo p me nt, a g ric ultura l a nd  

re sid e ntia l c he mic a ls, o ve rg ra zing , a nd  e xtre me  we a the r e ve nts ha ve  le d  to  

ra p id  la nd  a nd  so il d e g ra d a tio n o r the  lo ss o f p hysic a l, c he mic a l, o r b io lo g ic a l 

q ua litie s tha t sup p o rt life  (Go d in 119). The  Na tura l Re so urc e  Co nse rva tio n Se rvic e  

d e fine s so il he a lth a s the  c o ntinue d  c a p a c ity to  func tio n a s a  vita l living  e c o sys-

te m tha t susta ins p la nts, a nima ls, a nd  huma ns. It d o e s this b y re g ula ting  wa te r, 

susta ining  p la nt a nd  a nima l life , filte ring  a nd  b uffe ring  p o lluta nts, c yc ling  nutrie nts, 

a nd  p ro vid ing  p hysic a l sta b ility a nd  sup p o rt. The  fo ur p rinc ip le s o f ma inta ining  so il 

a re  to  ma ximize  the  p re se nc e  o f living  ro o ts, minimize  d isturb a nc e , ma ximize  so il 

c o ve r, a nd  ma ximize  b io d ive rsity. And e rso n Co unty is ho me  to  va rio us typ e s o f 

so il—p ro te c ting  the m is vita l to  the  he a lth a nd  we llb e ing  o f o ur e c o syste m a s we ll 

a s fo r c o unty re sid e nts. Ad o p ting  b e st ma na g e me nt p ra c tic e s tha t b uild  so il a nd  

no t d e p le te  it c a n c o mb a t the  so il c risis.  
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Tre e  & Fore st Communitie s

“ Fo re sts sup p o rt o ur ve ry e xiste nc e . Eve ryo ne  who  b re a the s a ir, d rinks wa te r o r 

e a ts fo o d  is b e ne fiting fro m e c o syste m se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y tre e s. Co rre spo nd -

ing ly, a s we  lo se  tre e s, o ur a b ility to  p ro vid e  ‘ e c o syste m se rvic e s’ , suc h a s a b so rb -

ing  a nd  filte ring  la nd  runo ff, p ro vid ing  o xyg e n, filte ring  a ir p o llutio n, sha d ing  c itie s, 

sup p o rting  p o llina to rs o r wild life  a nd  p ro vid ing  re c re a tio n a re  like ly to  d e c line ”

(Fo re sts a nd  the  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n). A fo re st is no t o nly its tre e s b ut a lso  inc lud e s 

the  struc ture s a nd  a sse mb la g e s o f fo re st so ils, a c c umula te d  le a f litte r – a lso  kno wn 

a s the  ‘ d uff’  la ye r – so il mic ro b e s, fung us a nd  the  myria d  ha b ita t nic he s p ro vid e d  

b y o ve rsto ry a nd  und e rsto ry tre e s, shrub s a nd  p la nts (e .g . he rb a c e o us p la nts a nd  

vine s) (Fire ho c k). Fo re sts a re  c ritic a l ha b ita ts fo r wild life  a nd  to  sup p o rt wild life  d i-

ve rsity the re  ha s to  b e  la rg e r fo re sts tha t c a n sup p o rt a  g re a te r d ive rsity o f ha b ita t 

typ e s. “ A ne w fo re st, o r a  ne w tre e , d o e s no t imme d ia te ly re p la c e  the  va lue  o f a  

ma ture  fo re st. A ma ture  fo re st, whic h will te nd  to  sup p o rt mo re  ra re  sp e c ie s o f 

p la nts, a nima ls a nd  la rg e r tre e s, is no t the  sa me  a s a  ne w fo re st sp ring ing  up  in a n 

o ld  fie ld . It will ta ke  d e c a d e s to  e ve n a p p ro a c h the  sa me  q ua lity a s a n e sta b -

lishe d  fo re st c ut d o wn a nd  c o nve rte d  to  d e ve lo p me nt”  (Fo re sts a nd  the  Co mp re -

he nsive  Pla n). One  o f the  mo st p re ssing  pro b le ms the  c o unty fa c e s is lo ss o f tre e  

a nd  fo re st c o mmunitie s, ta king  ste p s to  p ro te c t a nd  p re se rve  the m is c ritic a l. Fur-

ma n Unive rsity's Shi Institute  fo r Susta ina b le  Co mmunitie s ma pp e d  fo re st ho tspo ts 

to  id e ntify a re a s 

tha t a re  e c o -

no mic a lly p ro -

d uc tive  a nd  

e c o lo g ic a lly va l-

ua b le  to  p ro te c t 

fro m urb a n e x-

p a nsio n. The  

ma p s re fle c t fo r-

e st re te ntio n 

a nd  sho w the  

p ro b a b ility tha t 

e xisting  fo re sts 

will b e  re ta ine d  

a s fo re st la nd  in 

So uth Ca ro lina  Fo re st 
Re te ntio n Ma p



Na tura l Re so urc e s Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC 20

2060. As yo u c a n se e , And e rso n Co unty sho ws d e va sta ting  lo sse s o f o ur fo re st 

la nd . This will ta ke  p la c e  in the  c o ming  d e c a d e s if swift a c tio n is no t ta ke n

to  p ro te c t the se  la nd s. 

And e rso n Co unty 
Fo re st Re te ntio n Ma p
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Urba n + Community Fore stry

Tre e s g ro wing  in c itie s a nd  to wns, c o lle c tive ly, e nc o mp a ss “ urb a n a nd  c o mmunity 

fo re sts.”  Urb a n a nd  c o mmunity tre e s a re  e sse ntia l c o mp o ne nts o f c o mmunity in-

fra struc ture  tha t p ro vid e  a  multitud e  o f b e ne fits to  imp ro ve  the  lo c a l e nviro nme nt, 

e c o no my, huma n he a lth a nd  we ll-b e ing  (“Urb a n a nd  Co mmunity Fo re stry” ). In 

urb a n a re a s, sma lle r ha b ita ts p ro vid e  myria d  b e ne fits fo r o the r o rg a nisms, suc h a s 

sa la ma nd e rs, b ird s, po llina to rs a nd  o the r b e ne fic ia l inse c ts. A lo c a lity sho uld  fo c us 

o n ho w to  fa c ilita te  the  mo ve me nt o f sp e c ie s thro ug h the  urb a n la nd sc a p e , c re -

a ting  a  ne two rk o f p a ths, wo o d la nd  p a tc he s, p a rks, tra ils, a nd  so  o n, tha t c re a te  

a  mo re  b e a utiful la nd sc a p e  a nd  p ro vid e  re c re a tio n a nd  wild life  mo ve me nt. (Fo r-

e sts a nd  the  Co mp re he nsive  p la n). Urb a n fo re st c o ve r ha s b e e n d e c lining  a t a  

d e va sta ting  ra te  d ue  to  d e ve lo p me nt. Ha ving  a  ro b ust urb a n fo re st imp ro ve s the  

live s o f re sid e nts in c o untle ss wa ys. Tre e s a d d  na tura l c ha ra c te r, re d uc e  a ir p o llu-

tio n a nd  so il e ro sio n, c o nse rve  wa te r, c a pture  runo ff, b e ne fit me nta l a nd  p hysic a l 

he a lth, sa ve  e ne rg y, p ro vid e  sha d e  a nd  he lp  c o o l the  “ he a t isla nd ”  e ffe c t, re -

d uc e  no ise  p o llutio n, inc re a se  e c o no mic  sta b ility a nd  p ro p e rty va lue s, a s we ll a s 

c re a te  lo c a l e c o syste ms tha t p ro vid e  fo o d  a nd  ha b ita ts whic h in turn sup p o rt b i-

o d ive rsity. Pe o p le  sho p  lo ng e r a nd  sp e nd  12 p e rc e nt mo re  in tre e -line d  sho p p ing  

d istric ts, b e ne fiting the  lo c a l e c o no my. Witho ut a n Urb a n Fo re st Ma ste r Pla n, the  

c o unty la c ks the  ne e d e d  d a ta  to  a sse ss the  c urre nt urb a n fo re st a nd  p la n fo r im-

p ro ving  it.

Ha bita t Core  + Fra g me nts

Anima l ha b ita ts a re  thre a te ne d  b y mo re  tha n the  lo ss o f fo re sts, o p e n sp a c e  a nd

wa te r – tho ug h tho se  a re  the  ma in d a ng e rs. Air, lig ht a nd  no ise  p o llutio n a re  c o n-

trib uting  fa c to rs – tho ug h no t imme d ia te ly re c o g nize d . Air q ua lity is imp o rta nt fo r 

the  surviva l o f b o th a nima ls a nd  the ir ha b ita t a nd  fo o d  sup p ly. Up d a ting  the  2016 

G re e n fo r Future  G e ne ra tio ns Pla n wo uld  p ro vid e  mo re  up  to  d a te  info rma tio n o n 

the  sta te  o f the  g re e n infra struc ture , e sp e c ia lly in a re a s tha t ha ve  b e e n he a vily 

d e ve lo p e d  o ve r the  la st d e c a d e . 
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The  fo llo wing  ma p  re p re se nts ha b ita t c o re s c a te g o rize d  b y ra nking  o f c o re  q ua l-

ity, fo re st fra g me nts, a nd  c o rrid o rs. The  lo c a l c o rrid o rs re p re se nt p a thwa ys fo r sp e -

c ie s to  mig ra te  a c ro ss the  la nd sc a p e  o n a  lo c a l sc a le , a nd  the  sta te wid e  c o rrid o rs 

re p re se nt p a thwa ys fo r sp e c ie s to  mig ra te  o n a  sta te wid e  sc a le . The re  a re  ve ry 

fe w a re a s within the  Co unty tha t ha ve  the  hig he st q ua lity ha b ita t c o re s, a nd  

ma ny o f the  inta c t c o re s a re  o f the  lo we st q ua lity. The re  is a  sig nific a nt a mo unt o f 

fo re st fra g me nts whic h a re  no t id e a l ha b ita t fo r la rg e r sp e c ie s b ut c a n still p ro vid e  

q ua lity re fug ia  fo r so me  sp e c ie s (“A G re e n Infra struc ture  Pla n to  Re sto re , Co n-

ne c t, a nd  Pro te c t So uth Ca ro lina ’ s Ha b ita ts” ).
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Ec osyste ms, Ec osyste m Se rvic e s, and Biodive rsity

Bio d ive rsity is the  va rie ty o f living  sp e c ie s o n e a rth inc lud ing  p la nts, a nima ls, fung i, 

a nd  o the r living  thing s. Bio d ive rsity p ro vid e s vita l se rvic e s to  huma ns. Ec o syste ms 

o r living  thing s tha t a re  inte ra c ting  with the ir p hysic a l e nviro nme nt p ro vid e  nume r-

o us e sse ntia l se rvic e s to  p e o p le . The se  e sse ntia l se rvic e s a re  o fte n c a lle d  e c o sys-

te m se rvic e s. Huma n we ll-b e ing  is d e p e nd e nt o n na ture  – huma n e xiste nc e  wo uld  

b e  imp o ssib le  witho ut the  c o ntrib utio ns o f o ur na tura l e nviro nme nt (e c o syste m 

se rvic e s) whic h p ro vid e  fo o d , wa te r, she lte r, e ne rg y, me d ic ine , a nd  mo re . Whe n 

we  d isrup t o r d e stro y e c o syste ms, the y lo se  the ir a b ility to  func tio n a nd  c a n re a c h 

tip p ing  p o ints whe re  the y a re  no  lo ng e r a b le  to  b e  re sto re d (Summa ry fo r Po lic y-

make rs o f the  IPBES Glo b a l Asse ssme nt Re po rt o n Bio dive rsity and Ec o syste m Se r-

vic e s). Na ture -b a se d  so lutio ns sup po rt b io d ive rsity a nd  imp ro ve  e c o syste m 

he a lth, p la ying  a n e sse ntia l ro le  in p ro te c ting , ma na g ing , a nd  re sto ring  the  

c o unty’ s na tura l re so urc e s.

Na tive  Pla nts

Na tive  p la nt c o mmunitie s ha ve  e vo lve d  o ve r tho usa nd s o f ye a rs a lo ng  na tive  in-

se c ts, b ird s, a nd  a nima ls tha t a re  d e p e nd e nt o n the m. Na tive  p la nts p ro vid e  a  

myria d  o f b e ne fits inc lud ing  c o o ling  the  a ir, 

ma na g ing  flo o d wa te rs, a nd  c le a ning  o ur 

a ir. Na tive  p la nts a re  a d a p te d  to  o ur a re a  

a nd  ne e d  minima l inp uts o nc e  

e sta b lishe d . In 2022, So uth Ca ro -

lina  ra nke d  8th in the  na tio n fo r 

lo ss o f la nd  to  d e ve lo p me nt. This 

lo ss o f la nd  d e stro ys na tive  p la nt 

ha b ita ts tha t o the r na tive  sp e c ie s 

d e p e nd  o n. Re sto ring  yo ur p ri-

va te  p ro p e rty a nd  p la nting  na -

tive  is c ritic a l to  sup po rting  o ur lo -

c a l e c o syste ms (“Why Na tive  

Pla nts a t Ho me  | So uth Ca ro lina  

Na tive  Pla nt So c ie ty” ). The  Up -

sta te is ho me  to  a  na tive  p la nt 
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nurse ry a nd  ha s a  lo c a l c ha p te r o f the  So uth Ca ro lina  Na tive  Pla nt So c ie ty with 

re so urc e s a va ila b le  to  he lp  yo u id e ntify a nd  sup p o rt na tive  p la nts. Ha b ita t d e -

struc tio n a nd  d e g ra d a tio n a re  no t the  o nly thre a ts to  na tive  sp e c ie s – inva sive  

sp e c ie s c a n c o mp e te  with na tive  sp e c ie s, d e c re a se  the  q ua lity o f a nima l ha b i-

ta ts, a nd  inc re a se  the  risk o f wild fire s.

Invasive  Spe c ie s

Inva sive  sp e c ie s a re  no n-na tive  o rg a nisms tha t 

ha rm o ur na tive  flo ra  a nd  fa una . Inva sive s a re  

like ly to  c a use  e c o no mic  o r e nviro nme nta l ha rm 

o r ha rm to  huma n he a lth (“ Inva sive  Sp e c ie s De fi-

nitio n C la rific a tio n a nd  Guid a nc e  | Na tio na l In-

va sive  Sp e c ie s Info rma tio n Ce nte r | USDA”).  Ac -

c o rd ing  to  the  So uth Ca ro lina  Na tive  Pla nt So c i-

e ty, inva sive  we e d s a re  the  se c o nd  g re a te st 

thre a t to  b io d ive rsity a nd  e c o syste ms a fte r hu-

ma n-c a use d  ha b ita t d e struc tio n (“ Inva sive  Pla nt 

Sp e c ie s” ). Kud zu (p ic ture d  rig ht) is a n e xa mp le  o f 

a n inva sive  sp e c ie s tha t c ho ke s o ut a ll tre e s a nd  o the r p la nts in the  a re a . Its tig htly 

wra p p e d  vine s p re ve nt p la nts fro m a c q uiring  the  ne e d e d  nutrie nts to  survive  a nd  

thrive . 

Enda ng e re d & Thre a te ne d Spe c ie s

Ac c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. G e o lo g ic a l Surve y, End a ng e re d  me a ns a  sp e c ie s is in d a n-

g e r o f e xtinc tio n thro ug ho ut a ll o r a  sig nific a nt p o rtio n o f its ha b ita t ra ng e . Thre a t-

e ne d  me a ns a  sp e c ie s is like ly to  b e c o me  e nd a ng e re d  within the  fo re se e a b le  

future .  No t e ve ry spe c ie s tha t is a t risk o r in d a ng e r ha s a  thre a te ne d  o r e nd a n-

g e re d  sta tus a t the  fe d e ra l o r sta te  le ve l. And e rso n Co unty is ho me  to  o ne  sp e c ie s 

tha t is sta te  liste d  a nd  e ig ht sp e c ie s tha t a re  fe d e ra lly liste d . The  So uth Ca ro lina  

Na tura l He rita g e  Pro g ra m tra c ks sp e c ie s o f c o nc e rn a c ro ss the  sta te  a s we ll a s 

mo nito ring  kno wn p o p ula tio ns o f ra re  spe c ie s. This p ro g ra m tra c ks 76 sp e c ie s in 

the  c o unty – two  o f the  tra c ke d  sp e c ie s a re  ra nke d  c ritic a lly imp e rile d , a nd  se v-

e nte e n sp e c ie s a re  ra nke d  imp e rile d . So uth Ca ro lina  wa s o nc e  ho me  to  b ird s like  

the  Ca ro lina  Pa ra ke e t a nd  Ba c hma n’ s Wa rb le r – no w e xtinc t sp e c ie s. 
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Witho ut c o nse rva tio n e ffo rts, o the r sp e c ie s a re  a t risk o f e xtinc tio n. Thro ug h sup -

p o rting  c o nse rva tio n e ffo rts, c o unty re sid e nts c a n he lp  p re ve nt the  lo ss o f a ny 

o the r So uth Ca ro lina wild life .

Environme nta lly Se nsitive  Are as

Enviro nme nta lly se nsitive  a re a s a re  la nd sc a p e s, ha b ita ts, e c o syste ms, o r na tura l 

fe a ture s tha t a re  e c o lo g ic a lly sig nific a nt, me a ning  the y a re  c ritic a l to  p la nt a nd  

wild life  p o p ula tio ns a s we ll a s to  the  he a lth a nd  we llb e ing  o f c o unty re sid e nts a nd  

re q uire  sp e c ia l p ro te c tio ns to  ke e p  the m inta c t a nd  minimize  d a ma g e  fro m hu-

ma n a c tivitie s. The se  a re a s inc lud e  flo o d wa ys, we tla nd s, c o re  ha b ita t a re a s, rive r 

a nd  stre a m b uffe rs, a s we ll a s p a rc e ls tha t a re  100 a c re s o r mo re . Pro p e rty o wne rs 

who  wo uld  like  to  p ro te c t the ir la nd  fo r future  g e ne ra tio ns c a n d o  so  thro ug h c o n-

se rva tio n e a se me nts o r d e e d  re stric tio ns. Co mmunitie s c a n wo rk to g e the r to  c re -

a te  c o mmunity la nd  trusts – no np ro fit, c o mmunity-b a se d  o rg a niza tio ns tha t a c -

q uire , o wn a nd  ste wa rd  la nd  p e rma ne ntly fo r the  c o mmo n g o o d . Mo re  tha n 60% 

o f the  fo re st a nd  fa rmla nd  in the  sta te  is o wne d  b y p riva te  ind ivid ua ls (“ La nd  Pro -

te c tio n G uid e ” ) – it ta ke s e ve ryo ne  wo rking  to g e the r to  p ro te c t o ur na tura l la nd s 

tha t a re  c he rishe d  b y And e rso nia ns.
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Agric ulture

Ac c o rd ing  to  the  Na tio na l Re so urc e  Co nse rva tio n Se rvic e , Prime  Farmla nd is o f 

ma jo r imp o rta nc e  in me e ting  the  Na tio n's sho rt- a nd  lo ng -ra ng e  ne e d s fo r fo o d  

a nd  fib e r. Pro te c ting  p rime  fa rmla nd  is c ritic a l to  the  a re a ’ s lo ng -te rm fo o d  re sili-

e nc y. The  Na tio na l Institute  o f Fo o d  a nd  Ag ric ulture  ha s sho wn tha t lo c a l a nd  re -

g io na l fo o d  syste ms re d uc e  fo o d  wa ste , sup p o rt lo c a l e c o no mie s, inc re a se  the  

b io d ive rsity, fre shne ss, a nd  nutritio na l va lue  o f fo o d s, a nd  re d uc e s fo o d  inse c urity.

Ag ric ulture  ha s the  po te ntia l to  b e  a  c a rb o n sink ra the r tha n a  so urc e .
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The  2022 Ce nsus o f Ag ric ulture  sho ws a n 11% d e c re a se  in the  numb e r o f fa rms in 

the  c o unty fro m 2017 to  

2022. The  So uth Ca ro lina  

Fa rm Bure a u La nd  Trust is 

o ne  re so urc e  in p ro te c ting  

fa rmla nd  fo r future  g e ne ra -

tio ns. Ano the r wa y to  c o mb a t the  lo ss o f fa rmla nd is to  e nc o ura g e  a nd  sup p o rt

sma ll-sc a le , re g e ne ra tive fa rms. The  Unite d  Sta te d  De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture  ha s 

la unc he d  a  ne w re g e ne ra tive  p ilo t p ro g ra m to  he lp  Ame ric a n fa rme rs a d o p t 

p ra c tic e s tha t imp ro ve  so il he a lth, e nha nc e  wa te r q ua lity, a nd  b o o st lo ng -te rm 

p ro d uc tivity. “Pro te c ting  a nd  imp ro ving  the  he a lth o f o ur so il is c ritic a l no t o nly fo r 

the  future  via b ility o f fa rmla nd , b ut to  the  future  suc c e ss o f Ame ric a n fa rme rs…we  

must p ro te c t o ur to p so il fro m unne c e ssa ry e ro sio n a nd  imp ro ve  so il he a lth a nd  

la nd  ste wa rd ship ”  

(“ USDA La unc he s Ne w 

Re g e ne ra tive  Pilo t Pro -

g ra m”). Re g e ne ra tive  

a g ric ulture  is a n a p -

p ro a c h to  fa rming  tha t 

p rio ritize s so il he a lth, b io -

d ive rsity, a nd  na tura l 

p ro c e sse s. It is a  ho listic , 

syste ms-b a se d  a p -

p ro a c h tha t se e ks to  c re -

a te  re silie nt a nd  re g e ne r-

a tive  a g ric ultura l syste ms tha t re sto re  a nd  re p le nish na tura l re so urc e s. Re g e ne ra -

tive  fa rme rs use  a  va rie ty o f p ra c tic e s suc h a s c ro p  ro ta tio n, c o ve r c ro p p ing , re -

d uc e d  tilla g e , a nd  the  inte g ra tio n o f live sto c k to  imp ro ve  so il he a lth, c o nse rve  

wa te r, a nd  p ro mo te  b io d ive rsity (“ Re g e ne ra tive  Ag ric ulture ” ). Ind ustria l a g ric ul-

tura l p ra c tic e s ha ve  g re a tly inc re a se d  fo o d  yie ld s b ut c a use  sig nific a nt ha rm to  

the  e nviro nme nt a nd  rura l c o mmunitie s.

p p y

So urc e : Lib ra ry o f Co ng re ss
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Ove r ha lf the  to p so il in the  Unite d  Sta te s ha s b e e n wa she d  a wa y in the  p a st se v-

e nty ye a rs a nd  a n e ve n hig he r p e rc e nta g e  o f the  c o untry’ s fa rme rs ha ve  vo lun-

ta rily le ft o r b e e n p ushe d  o ut o f the  p ro fe ssio n” (Be rry). The  NRCS ha s d e sig na te d  

31.8% o f the  Co unty up la nd  a c re a g e  a s “p rime ” , a nd  30.2% a s “a d d itio na l fa rm-

la nd  o f sta te  imp o rta nc e ” . Pre se rva tio n o f fa rmla nd  in the  Co unty is impo rta nt to  

the  ma inte na nc e  a nd  g ro wth o f lo c a l fo o d  p ro d uc tio n, the  e c o no mic  we ll-b e ing  

o f lo c a l fa rme rs, a nd  ma inte na nc e  o f g re e n sp a c e . The  re lo c a liza tio n o f fa rming  

a nd  inc re a se  in the  lo c a l fo o d  e c o no my thro ug h fa rme rs ma rke ts, lo c a lly o wne d  

fa rm sta nd s, a nd  fa rm to  ta b le  re sta ura nts is no t o nly e c o no mic a lly b e ne fic ia l b ut 

a lso  b uild s a  re silie nt lo c a l fo o d  syste m (Sma je ). 

Public  He a lth & Ac c e ss to  Na tura l Re sourc e s

Ac c e ss to  g re e n sp a c e  is a  ne c e ssity, no t a n a me nity. Re mo ving  b a rrie rs to  a c -

c e ssing  g re e n sp a c e s is c ritic a l to  the  we llb e ing  o f c o unty re sid e nts. A g re e n

sp a c e  is a  la nd  a re a  with na tura l ve g e ta tio n like  g ra ss, tre e s, a nd  o the r p la nts tha t 

a re a c c e ssib le  to  the  p ub lic . This c o uld  b e  in the  fo rm o f tre e -line d stre e ts, tra ils, 

p a rks, g a rd e ns, a nd  o the r na tura l a re a s. The se  sp a c e s b e ne fit c o mmunitie s in nu-

me ro us wa ys fro m c o nne c ting  p e o p le  a nd  b uild ing  stro ng  c o mmunity tie s, to  im-

p ro ving  he a lth o utc o me s, a nd e ve n b e ne fit-

ting  wild life . The  c o nc e p t o f na tura l sp a c e s 

a s b e ing b e ne fic ia l fo r the  huma n po p ula -

tio n ha s b e e n g e ne ra lly a c c e p te d  sinc e  the  

1800s (Two hig -Be nne tt a nd  Jo ne s). Be ing  in 

na ture imp ro ve s the  he a lth a nd  we llb e ing  o f 

huma ns. Stud ie s ha ve  sho wn a  ho st o f b e n-

e fits, inc lud ing  lo we re d  b lo o d  p re ssure a nd  

c o rtiso l le ve ls, imp ro ve d  he a rt he a lth a nd  

c o g nitive  func tio n, inc re a se d  p ro d uc tivity 

a nd  p hysic a l a c tivity, b e tte r mo o d , im-

p ro ve d  sle e p , a nd  e ve n a n inc re a se  in e m-

p a thy a nd  c o o p e ra tio n (Wo lf).  Child re n

ha ving  a c c e ss to  na ture  p ro vid e s life lo ng  

b e ne fits to  p hysic a l a nd  me nta l he a lth.  Na t-

ura l sp a c e  in sc ho o l surro und ing s ha s a  
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p o sitive  imp a c t o n stud e nt p e rfo rma nc e  (Li e t a l.) Re c e nt stud ie s ha ve  sho wn tha t 

c hild re n to d a y sp e nd  ro ug hly 50% le ss time  o utsid e  tha n the ir p a re nts d id (We ir).

Exp a nd ing  a nd  p ro te c ting  e q uita b le  a c c e ss to  g re e n sp a c e s imp ro ve s the  live s 

o f c o unty re sid e nts a nd  visito rs a like . As the  p o p ula tio n o f the  c o unty inc re a se s it 

will b e  imp e ra tive  to  c o ntinue  to  e xp a nd  a nd  imp ro ve  a c c e ss to  g re e n sp a c e s.

Pla nning  for Cha ng e

So uth Ca ro lina  c o ntinue s to  se e  a  ra p id  inc re a se  in p o p ula tio n.  It is e xp e c te d  to  

d o ub le  in the  ne xt 50 ye a rs. The  up sta te  lie s within the  Pie d mo nt Atla ntic  

me g a re g io n, a n a re a  tha t stre tc he s fro m Ra le ig h, No rth Ca ro lina  to  Birming ha m, 

Ala b a ma . The  c ha lle ng e s this re g io n is fa c ing  a re  inc re a se d  tra ffic  c o ng e stio n, 

runa wa y la nd  c o nsump tio n, a nd  ina d e q ua te  infra struc ture (“ Ame ric a  2050: A 

Pro sp e c tus” ). This re g io n a nd  its c ha lle ng e s inc lud e And e rso n Co unty. Co nsid e r-

ing  the  g ro wth tha t is c o ming —whe the r it is we lc o me  o r no t, o ne  o f two  thing s will 

ha p p e n.  Eithe r g ro wth will b e  e ffe c tive ly p la nne d  a nd  d ire c te d  to  the  a p p ro p ri-

a te  a re a s o r the  c o unty will sp ra wl a nd  e xp e rie nc e  a n unp re c e d e nte d  lo ss o f la nd  

a nd  d e g ra d a tio n o f its na tura l re so urc e s.
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All ethics so far evolved rest upon a single premise: that the individual 

is a member of a community of interdependent parts. His instincts 

prompt him to compete for his place in the community, but his ethics 

prompt him also to co-operate (perhaps in order that there may be a 

place to compete for). 

The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the community 

to include soils, waters, plants, animals, or collectively: the land.

This sounds simple: do we not already sing our love for and ob-

ligation to the land of the free and the home of the brave? Yes, but just 

what and whom do we love? Certainly not the soil, which we are send-

ing helter-skelter downriver. Certainly not the waters, which we as-

sume have no function except to turn turbines, float barges, and carry 

off sewage. Certainly not the plants, of which we exterminate whole 

communities without batting an eye. Certainly not the animals, of 

which we have already extirpated many of the largest and most beauti-

ful species. A land ethic of course cannot prevent the alteration, man-

agement, and use of these ‘resources,’ but it does affirm their right to 

continued existence in a natural state. 

In short, a land ethic changes the role of Homo sapiens from con-

queror of the land-community to plain member and citizen of it. It im-

plies respect for his fellow-members, and also respect for the community 

as such. 

- Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac

ber and citizen of it. It im-

respect for the community 

c
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Re c omme nda tions 

Guiding  Polic y 

The  na tura l re so urc e s g uid ing  p o lic y invo lve s sa fe g ua rd ing  the  c o unty’ s na tura l 

a sse ts thro ug h imp ro ving  o ur wa te rwa ys, re sto ring  a nd  p ro te c ting  we tla nd s, re -

b uild ing  so ils, c o nse rving  tre e  a nd  fo re st c o mmunitie s, e nc o ura g ing  lo w imp a c t 

d e ve lo p me nt to  minimize  ha rm, c re a ting  a  ro b ust a nd  e q uita b ly d istrib ute d  tre e  

c a no p y, p ro te c ting  ha b it c o re s, e nc o ura g ing  the  use  o f na tive  p la nts in la nd -

sc a p ing , a nd  p re se rving  a g ric ultura l la nd s.  

 

Re c omme nde d Polic y Champions  

And e rso n Co unty Co unc il 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  Co mmissio n 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Build ing  a nd  Co d e s Divisio n 

And e rso n Co unty De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s Divisio n 

And e rso n Co unty Enviro nme nta l a nd  Co d e  Enfo rc e me nt Divisio n 

And e rso n Co unty Sto rmwa te r Divisio n 

And e rso n Co unty Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, To urism De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty C le mso n Exte nsio n 

And e rso n Co unty So il a nd  Wa te r Co nse rva tio n Distric t  

And e rso n Co unty Wa te rshe d  Pro te c tio n Co unc il 

 

Stra te g ie s 

The  lo ss a nd  d e g ra d a tio n o f the  c o unty’ s na tura l re so urc e s re q uire  ra p id  mo b ili-

za tio n o f Po lic y c ha mp io ns to  d ra ft, p ro p o se , a d o p t, a nd  imp le me nt time ly e nvi-

ro nme nta lly fo c use d  o rd ina nc e s.  This Pla n c a p ture s the  e nd  o f the  2016 – 2025 

Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n b y re fe rring  to  a d o p te d  o rd ina nc e s a nd  intro d uc ing  

ne w 2026 o rd ina nc e s a sso c ia te d  with Pa rt 2 o f this Pla n.  Ano the r stra te g ic  c o n-

sid e ra tio n is the  la nd  use  d e ve lo p me nt o rd ina nc e  (LUDO) c o mp re he nsive  re write .  

Pro je c t c o mp le tio n is e xp e c te d  in Ap ril 2027.  Na tura l re so urc e  p ro te c tio n fo und  

within the  re write  sha ll b e  inc o rp o ra te d  into  the  2026 Pla n b y a me nd me nt.  The  

o utsid e  c o nsulta nt, Co d e Wrig ht, is le a d ing  the  LUDO p ro je c t.      

 

Re c e ntly a d o p te d  na tura l re so urc e -b a se d  o rd ina nc e s inc lud e  the  fo llo wing :  



Na tura l Re so urc e s Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC
   

36 

# 2026-009, p e nd ing  a d o p tio n, To wnho me  a nd  Ap a rtme nt d we lling s 

# 2025-043, a d o p te d  Ma rc h 3, 2026, So la r Ene rg y Fa c ilitie s 

# 2026-001, a d o p te d  Fe b rua ry 3, 2026, Minimum d ime nsio ns, Se tb a c ks  

# 2025-058, a d o p te d  Ja nua ry 20, 2026, Pa rt 1 o f the  2026 Co mp re he nsive  Pla n 

# 2025-063, a d o p te d  Ja nua ry 6, 2026, Co unty Co unc il Me mb e r No tific a tio n 

# 2025-057, a d o p te d  De c e mb e r 30, 2025, Ma ss Gra d ing / Tre e  Pre se rva tio n 

# 2025-018, a d o p te d  Ma y 20, 2025, Rip a ria n Buffe rs 

# 2025-010, a d o p te d  Ap ril 1, 2025, Buffe rya rd  Ta b le  Re q uire me nts 

# 2025-012, a d o p te d  Ap ril 1, 2025, La nd sc a p ing  a nd  Buffe rya rd  Re q uire me nts  

# 2024-042, a d o p te d  Oc to b e r 15, 2024, La nd  Use  Ad ministra to r Re p o rt 

# 2024-031, a d o p te d  Oc to b e r 6, 2024, Lo ts a nd  Lo t Size  Limits 

 

The  Enviro nme nta l a nd  Co d e  Enfo rc e me nt Divisio n re lie s o n the  fo llo wing : 

  
Environme nta l:  
Unla wful Dump ing —20-23(b ) 2023-009 
 
Fa ilure  to  Ab a te —20-32 / /   2023-009 (no n c o mp lia nc e ) 
 
Unc o ve re d  Lo a d s—20-24 (b ) / /  Re sp o nsib ility fo r lo o se  ma te ria l o n p ro p e rty, in 
ve hic le s. 
 
Drive r Re sp o nsib le  –20-25 / /  Drive r he ld  lia b le  fo r vio la tio n.  
 
Litte ring  –20-23(a ) / /  Co mp lia nc e   
 
 
Code  Enforc e me nt:  
Ta ll G ra ss: 8-80 / /  G ra ss o r o ve rg ro wth o ve r 12’  in he ig ht. 
 
Rub b ish a nd  De b ris: 8-79(1) Se c tio n 302 
 
Junkya rd / Ve hic le  Vio la tio n: 10-24/ 10-36 
 
Busine ss Zo ning  Vio la tio n: 24-52 
 

 

 

 



Na tura l Re so urc e s Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC
   

37 

Re c omme nde d Ac tions 

1. Pla nning  Divisio n, Pla nning  Co mmissio n, a nd  Co unty Co unc il c o ntinue  to  

a d o p t la nd -b a se d  o rd ina nc e s, e ithe r c re a te d  inte rna lly o r b y o utsid e  c o n-

sulta nts.  Suc h o rd ina nc e s will p ro te c t the  na tura l re so urc e s o f And e rso n 

Co unty.  Ad d itio na lly, the  Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt De p a rt-

me nt sha ll p ro d uc e  a n a nnua l inve nto ry o f the se  o rd ina nc e s. 

2. De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s, Ro a d s & Brid g e s, a nd  Sto rmwa te r Ma na g e me nt 

Divisio ns c o ntinue  c o nd uc ting  p la n re vie w a lo ng  with p re -, d uring , a nd  

p o st-c o nstruc tio n insp e c tio ns.  Le tte rs a nd  sig n-o ffs sha ll a lso  b e  issue d  

whe n re q uire d .    

3. Pla nning  Divisio n sha ll c re a te  e d uc a tio na l re so urc e s o n the  va lue  a nd  im-

p o rta nc e  o f o ur na tura l re so urc e s. 

4. Bo th the  Enviro nme nta l & Co d e  Enfo rc e me nt De p a rtme nt a nd  Sto rmwa te r 

Divisio ns will e nfo rc e  p a st, p re se nt, a nd  future  o rd ina nc e s whe n a d o p te d .   

5. Co unty Co unc il will inve stig a te  the  p o ssib ility o f a  c o unty la nd  trust.  

 
The  fo llo wing  a re  lo ng -te rm g o a ls o f b o th the  Enviro nme nta l a nd  Co d e  Enfo rc e -
me nt De p a rtme nts o ve r the  ne xt 5-10 ye a rs.  
 

6. Re vise , imp le me nt, a nd  e nfo rc e  ne w o rd ina nc e s, to  inc lud e  -Tra sh in 

ya rd s, -Unla wful Burning , Build ing  Pe rmit Vio la tio ns, Junk Ca rs, Lo ss o f lo a d , 

a nd  a  Tire  Ha uling  o rd ina nc e . 

7. De ve lo p  a  litte r p ic k-up  d ivisio n within the  Enviro nme nta l Enfo rc e me nt De -

p a rtme nt.  This d ivisio n wo uld  b e  c o mp rise d  o f p a rt-time  a nd  full-time  e m-

p lo ye e s tha t wo uld  fo c us o n p ic king  up  litte r o n the  c o unty ro a d s a nd  

wo uld  a lso  a ssist in c le a ning  up  va c a nt ho me le ss c a mp site s.  

8. Write  a nd  imp le me nt a  De mo litio n Ma nua l fo r sub sta nd a rd  ho using .  This 

ma nua l will la y o ut p o lic y a nd  p ro c e d ure s inte g ra ting  sta te  la w a nd  

c o unty o rd ina nc e s fo r o ur sub sta nd a rd  ho using  c a se s.   
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INTRODUCTION 

“So uth Ca ro lina  fa c e s ma ny ne w c ha lle ng e s. We  a re  e xp e rie nc ing  c ha ng e s in 

the  inte nsity o f o ur ra infa ll e ve nts. Se a  le ve ls a re  rising , p utting  p re ssure  o n o ur 

c o a sta l c o mmunitie s. Our e c o no mic  a nd  p o p ula tio n g ro wth ha s le d  to  inc re a se d  

p re ssure  o n o ur la nd  re so urc e s. 

 

This p la c e s o ur sta te ’ s c ultura lly a nd  e nviro nme nta lly sig nific a nt struc ture s, 

mo nume nts, la nd s, isla nd s, a nd  wa te rs a t risk to  b e  lo st to  o ve r-d e ve lo p me nt, 

misma na g e me nt, flo o d ing , e ro sio n, o r sto rm d a ma g e . We  must p re se rve  a nd  

p ro te c t o ur histo ry, o ur c ulture , a nd  o ur e nviro nme nt, a nd  the  p ub lic ’ s a c c e ss to  

the m, b e fo re  the y a re  lo st fo re ve r.  

 

We  must ta ke  a c tio ns tha t inc re a se  o ur a b ility to  a ntic ip a te , a b so rb , re c o ve r, a nd  

thrive  a s we  fa c e  the se  e nviro nme nta l c ha ng e s a nd  na tura l ha za rd s. Our 

c o mmunitie s, e c o no mie s a nd  e c o syste ms a re  c o mp le me nta ry, inte rtwine d , a nd  

inse p a ra b le  – e a c h d e p e nd e nt o n the  o the r. To  stre ng the n o ne  is to  stre ng the n 

the  o the r. By ta king  a  ho listic  vie w o f o ur sta te ’ s c urre nt a nd  future  vulne ra b ility to  

na tura l d isa ste rs we  c a n b e g in to  ma ke  wise  inve stme nts into  So uth Ca ro lina ’ s 

c o mmunitie s, e c o no mie s, a nd  e c o syste ms. This is o ur mo me nt to  a c t — while  we  

still c a n.”  

 

He nry Mc Ma ste r, Go ve rno r o f So uth Ca ro lina  

Fro m the  Stra te g ic  Sta te wide  Re silie nc e  a nd Risk Re duc tio n Pla n (2023) 

de ve lo p e d b y the  So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e  
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Pla nning  Princ iple s

And e rso n Co unty, in the  e ve nt o f e nviro nme nta l c ha ng e s a nd  na tura l ha za rd s, 

must ha ve  the  a b ility to  a ntic ip a te it, re c o ve r fro m it, a nd  thrive a fte rwa rd s. Ha rm 

to  its c itize ns, e c o no my, a nd  e nviro nme nt must b e  o ve rc o me  q uic kly.  This is the  

e sse nc e  o f re silie nc e .

Existing  Conditions

The  Da ta

The  d a ta  in this e le me nt ha s b e e n g a the re d  fro m so urc e s inc lud ing  the  So uth 

Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e , First Stre e t, The  Fifth Na tio na l C lima te  Asse ssme nt, 

a nd  o the rs, the  full list o f re fe re nc e s is a t the  e nd  o f this e le me nt. 

A Note  About the  South Ca rolina  Offic e  of Re silie nc e

Imp a c ts fro m thre e  p re sid e ntia lly d e c la re d  d isa ste rs in le ss tha n fo ur ye a rs le d , in 

p a rt, to  the  c re a tio n o f the  So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e in 2020. The  So uth 

Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e  (SCOR) e xists to  inc re a se  re silie nc e  to  d isa ste rs a nd  

re d uc e  o r e limina te  the  lo ng -te rm risk o f lo ss o f life , d a ma g e  to  a nd  lo ss o f 

p ro p e rty, a nd  suffe ring  a nd  ha rd ship , b y le sse ning  the  imp a c t o f future  d isa ste rs.

(SCOR). The  Stra te g ic  Sta te wid e  Re silie nc e  a nd  Risk Re d uc tio n Pla n wa s re le a se d  

So urc e : So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e
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in June  2023, a nd  up d a te s ha ve  b e e n re le a se d  e a c h ye a r sinc e . Co unty Pla nning  

Sta ff c o mp le te d  in-p e rso n Re silie nc e  101 tra ining  while  me e ting  with SCOR Sta ff.

The y a lso re c e ive d  d a ta  a nd  g uid a nc e  thro ug h the  p ro c e ss o f c re a ting  this 

e le me nt. 

A Note  About First Stre e t 

First Stre e t Fo und a tio n c re a te s p hysic s-b a se d  d e te rministic  mo d e ls tha t use  

va lid a te d  a nd  p ro ve n me tho d o lo g ie s tha t a re  b uilt fro m d e c a d e s o f p e e r-

re vie we d  re se a rc h a nd  inc o rp o ra te s the  la te st te c hno lo g ic a l a d va nc e me nts. First 

Stre e t me a sure s a nd  p re d ic ts the  imp a c t o f a  p e ril b a se d  o n the  und e rlying  

p hysic s o f ho w a n a c tua l e ve nt wo uld  tra nsp ire  (First Stre e t). The  risk mo d e ling  

ma p s in this e le me nt fo r flo o d s, fire , wind , a ir, a nd  he a t we re  c re a te d  using  First 

Stre e t d a ta —the  le a d e r in c lima te  risk mo d e ling . The  So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f 

Re silie nc e  ha s p ro vid e d First Stre e t d a ta to  And e rso n Co unty.  The d a ta  is use d  

thro ug ho ut the e le me nt.

Clima te

A re silie nt And e rso n Co unty p re p a re s fo r thre a ts a nd  ha za rd s o utline d  within this 

e le me nt a nd  re c o ve rs ra p id ly fro m a d ve rse  c o nd itio ns. The  5th Na tio na l C lima te  

Asse ssme nt, a  c o mpre he nsive  re p o rt tha t o utline s na tio nwid e  c lima te  c ha ng e  

imp a c ts, risks a nd  re sp o nse s wa s re le a se d  in No ve mb e r 2023. 
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Ba se d  o n the  re p o rt, so me  a d a p ta tio n a nd  mitig a tio n a c tio ns tha t c a n b e  ta ke n 

inc lud e  imp le me nting  na ture -b a se d  so lutio ns, re sto ring  we tla nd s to  inc re a se  

wa te r sto ring  c a p a c ity, up g ra d ing  sto rmwa te r infra struc ture  to  a c c o unt fo r 

he a vie r ra infa ll a nd  a p p lying  inno va tive  a g ric ultura l p ra c tic e s to  ma na g e  

d ro ug ht risk (NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT). 

Ec onomy 

In the  la te  1980’ s the  c o untry e xp e rie nc e d , o n a ve ra g e , o ne  (infla tio n-a d juste d ) 

b illio n-d o lla r d isa ste r e ve ry fo ur mo nths, No w, the re  is o ne  e ve ry thre e  we e ks, o n 

a ve ra g e . Extre me  we a the r e ve nts c a use  d ire c t e c o no mic  lo sse s thro ug h 

infra struc ture  d a ma g e , d isrup tio ns in la b o r a nd  p ub lic  se rvic e s, a nd  lo sse s in 

p ro p e rty va lue s. Extre me  e ve nts c o st the  U.S. c lo se  to  $150 b illio n e a c h ye a r—a  

c o nse rva tive  e stima te  tha t d o e s no t a c c o unt fo r lo ss o f life , he a lthc a re -re la te d  

c o sts, o r d a ma g e s to  e c o syste m se rvic e s (NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT).  

The  Co unty must ke e p  its e c o no my d ive rse  a nd  le ss vulne ra b le  to  na tura l ha za rd s 

a nd  une xp e c te d  sho c ks. Ec o no mic  re silie nc e  is d e p e nd e nt up o n te c hnic a l a nd  

vo c a tio na l tra ining .  
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Ha za rds

Hazards & Natura l Disaste rs in Ande rson County

A list o f na tura l d isa ste rs tha t p e rio d ic a lly ha p p e n in the Co unty, b a se d  o n the  

Eme rg e nc y Op e ra tio n Pla n p re p a re d  b y And e rso n Co unty Eme rg e nc y 

Ma na g e me nt Divisio n (ACEMD), a s re c o mme nd e d  b y the  Fe d e ra l Eme rg e nc y 

Ma na g e me nt Ag e nc y (FEMA) is a s fo llo ws:

Flooding

Flo o d ing  is the  mo st fre q ue nt a nd  c o stly ha za rd  in the  Unite d  Sta te s a nd  is o f a  

mo d e ra te  risk p rio rity in And e rso n Co unty. Fla sh flo o d s a re id e ntifie d  a s the  mo st 

d a ng e ro us typ e s o f flo o d s a s the y c a n o c c ur within minute s o r up  to  6 ho urs a fte r

he a vy ra infa ll a nd  c o mb ine  the  d e struc tive  p o we r o f a  flo o d  with a n inc re d ib le  

a mo unt o f sp e e d (NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT). The  ma p  o n the  fo llo wing  

p a g e  la ye rs the  c o unty’ s flo o d  e xp o sure  a nd  so c ia l vulne ra b ility using  d a ta  

p ro vid e d  b y First Stre e t Fo und a tio n a nd  the  Na tio na l Risk Ind e x (FEMA). Flo o d  

d e p ths a re  symb o lize d  in b lue , ra ng ing  fro m white  to  lig ht b lue , sig nifying  a  flo o d  

d e p th o f und e r 1 fo o t, to  a  d a rk b lue , sig nifying  a  flo o d  d e p th o f o ve r 3 fe e t. So c ia l 

vulne ra b ility va lue s a re  re p re se nte d  in p ink, ra ng ing  fro m white  to  lig ht p ink, 

sig nifying  a  lo w so c ia l vulne ra b ility, to  a  d e e p  c o ra l p ink, ind ic a ting a  hig h so c ia l 

vulne ra b ility. So me  a re a s a t the  c o unty’ s c e nte r a nd  in the  so uthe a st c o rne r a re

id e ntifie d  a s ha ving  a  hig h so c ia l vulne ra b ility.
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Histo ric a lly, flo o d  risk ha s b e e n d e te rmine d  b y Flo o d  Insura nc e  Ra te  Ma p s (FIRM) 

tha t a re  p ro d uc e d  b y FEMA. The se  ma p s inc lud e  Ba se  Flo o d  Ele va tio ns, Flo o d  

Zo ne s, a nd  Sp e c ia l Flo o d  Ha za rd  Are a s a mo ng  o the rs. Hurric a ne  He le ne  wa s a n 

intima te  e xa mp le  o f ho w the se  ma p s a re  o utd a te d  a nd  d o  no t re fle c t the  full 

sc a le  o f the  c urre nt flo o d  risk within the  c o unty. The  First Stre e t Flo o d  Mo d e l wa s 

b uilt o n d e c a d e s o f p e e r-re vie we d  re se a rc h a nd  mo d e ls fro m c lima to lo g y, 

hyd ro lo g y, a nd  sta tistic s to  c re a te  a n unp re c e d e nte d  U.S. flo o d  mo d e l with 98% 

a c c ura c y b e twe e n p re d ic tio ns a nd  o b se rve d  flo o d ing  tha t o c c urre d  d uring  

Hurric a ne  He le ne  (First Stre e t). A ma p  o f FEMA d a ta  o ve rla ye d  o n First Stre e t flo o d  

d a ta , hig hlig hting  d isc re p a nc ie s a nd  a re a s o f a d d itio na l risk, e mp ha sizing  the  

ne e d  fo r g re e n infra struc ture  a nd  o the r re silie nt la nd  use  a nd  lo w-imp a c t 

d e ve lo p me nt stra te g ie s to  mitig a te  future  flo o d  risks is o n the  fo llo wing  p a g e . 
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First Stre e t Wind Fac tor

Ac c o rd ing  to  First Stre e t, And e rso n Co unty ha s a  mo d e ra te  Wind  Fa c to r risk b a se d  

o n the  p ro je c te d  like liho o d  a nd  sp e e d  o f hurric a ne , to rna d o , o r se ve re  sto rm 

wind s imp a c ting  it. It is mo st a t risk fro m se ve re  sto rms. 

Torna doe s (Hig h Wind Eve nts)

And e rso n Co unty ha s a  re la tive ly mo d e ra te  risk le ve l ra ting  fo r to rna d o e s (“FEMA 

Re silie nc e  Ana lysis a nd  Pla nning  To o l” ). To rna d o  se a so n usua lly o c c urs fro m 

Ma rc h to  June . So uth Ca ro lina  ha s re c o rd e d  a  to ta l o f 1,305 to rna d o e s fro m 1950 

to  2024 (“And e rso n Co unty, SC  To rna d o  | Ho me fa c ts” ), a ve ra g ing  twe nty-thre e

p e r ye a r. Sinc e  2014 (“To rna d o e s - So uth Ca ro lina  Eme rg e nc y Ma na g e me nt 

Divisio n”), 114 to rna d o e s ha ve  to uc he d  d o wn in the  c o unty (“And e rso n Co unty, 

SC To rna d o  | Ho me fa c ts” ). No ta b le  to rna d o e s in And e rso n’ s histo ry inc lud e o ne  

in 1924 tha t “ re ma ine d  o n the  g ro und  fro m And e rso n Co unty to  Yo rk C o unty.”  This 

to rna d o  wa s p a rt o f the  sa me  syste m tha t p ro d uc e d  the  “Ho rre ll Hill To rna d o ” , 

whic h wa s mo re  d e struc tive . The  two  to g e the r kille d  77 p e o p le  a nd  injure d  o ve r 

778 mo re , d e stro ying  o ve r 400 ho me s. In 1933, a  to rna d o  hit Be lto n tha t d e stro ye d  

the  Bla ir Mill a re a  a nd  kille d  12 p e o p le . The  la rg e st to rna d o  in And e rso n Co unty’ s 

histo ry wa s a n EF-4 to rna d o  tha t o c c urre d  in 1973, c a using  30 injurie s a nd  7 d e a ths. 

The  mo st re c e nt to rna d o  in And e rso n Co unty, a n EF-0, o c c urre d  in Ja nua ry 2020. 
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Tropic a l Storms & Hurric a ne s 

A tro p ic a l sto rm is a  tro p ic a l c yc lo ne  with ma ximum susta ine d  surfa c e  wind s 

ra ng ing  fro m 39-72mp h. Whe n a  tro p ic a l c yc lo ne  inc re a se s in sp e e d  a nd  a tta ins 

a  sp e e d  o f 74mp h o r mo re , it is c a te g o rize d  a s a  hurric a ne  (“ Tro p ic a l De finitio ns” ). 

Hurric a ne s a re  histo ric a lly re c o rd e d  in the  Unite d  Sta te s b e twe e n Ma y a nd  
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No ve mb e r, with the  p e a k se a so n fro m Aug ust to  Oc to b e r. A to ta l o f 238 tro p ic a l 

c yc lo ne s ha ve imp a c te d  So uth Ca ro lina  b e twe e n 1851 to  2024, 45 o f whic h 

ma d e  la nd fa ll (25 o f the se  we re  hurric a ne s) a lo ng  the  c o a st (“SC HURRICANES 

COMPREHENSIVE SUMMARY”) c a using  d isa ste r a nd  wre a king  ha vo c . So uth 

Ca ro lina  is ra nke d  5th in the  list o f sta te s mo st fre q ue ntly a ffe c te d  b y hurric a ne s 

(“So uth Ca ro lina  Hurric a ne s” ).

Hurric ane  He le ne

Afte r 11 p m o n the  nig ht o f 

Se p te mb e r 26th, 2025, Hurric a ne  

He le ne , ma d e  la nd fa ll in the  Flo rid a  

Big  Be nd  re g io n a s a  Ca te g o ry 4 

hurric a ne , b ring ing  c a ta stro p hic  

inla nd  flo o d ing , e xtre me  wind s, 

d e a d ly sto rm surg e , a nd  nume ro us 

to rna d o e s tha t d e va sta te d  p o rtio ns 

o f the  so uthe a ste rn Unite d  Sta te s 

a nd  the  so uthe rn Ap p a la c hia ns. 

He le ne  is the  d e a d lie st hurric a ne  in 

the  c o ntig uo us Unite d  Sta te s sinc e  

Ka trina  in 2005 (Ha g e n e t a l.). And e rso n 

Co unty e xp e rie nc e d  55mp h susta ine d  

wind s a nd  g usts up  to  72mp h – c a using

194 millio n d o lla rs in timb e r a nd  fo re st 

d a ma g e  in the  sta te (“ TROPICAL 

CYCLO NE HELENE PRELIMINARY O PEN 

FILE REPO RT Sto rm Histo ry a nd  Imp a c ts 

Re p o rt” ). Almo st 20 inc he s o f ra in fe ll 

o ve r p a rts o f the  Up sta te  c a using  fla sh 
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flo o d  e me rg e nc ie s. And e rso n Co unty ha d  o ve r 13 inc he s o f ra infa ll. The  Sa lud a  

Rive r se t a  re c o rd  c re st a t 20.26 ft.  

In So uth Ca ro lina , 51 

p e o p le  lo st the ir live s a s 

a  re sult o f hurric a ne  

He le ne . Five  o f tho se  

d e a ths o c c urre d  in 

And e rso n Co unty, o ne  

o f the m b e ing  a n 

ind ivid ua l who  wa s 

swe p t a wa y b y flo o d  

wa te rs (Ro se ). 600 

Co unty ro a d s we re  

c lo se d , inc lud ing  so me  

tha t we re  wa she d  o ut 

a nd  will re ma in c lo se d  

fo r the  fo re se e a b le  

future .  

Po we r o uta g e s ke p t ne a rly 95,000 c o unty c usto me rs witho ut po we r fo r mo re  tha n 

a  d a y a fte r the  sto rm. Ma ny re sid e nts we nt 7 d a ys witho ut po we r—so me  lo ng e r, 

c a using  sig nific a nt d isrup tio ns, c re a ting  c ha lle ng e s in a c c e ssing  e sse ntia l se rvic e s, 

a nd  p re ve nting  p e risha b le  fo o d  fro m sp o iling . Hund re d s o f p o we r p o le s we re  

b ro ke n (Ro se ). 

“ And e rso n 

Co unty lo o ks 

like  a  wa r zo ne ”  

- Rusty Burns, 

Co unty 

Ad ministra to r 

(And e rso n 

Ind e p e nd e nt). 
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Hailstorms, Thunde rstorms a nd He avy Pre c ipita tion Eve nts 

And e rso n Co unty re c o rd e d  a  to ta l o f 139 ha ilsto rm e ve nts b e twe e n 1963 a nd  

2024.  The  inc re a se  in the  se ve rity o f ha ilsto rm e ve nts in the  U.S. c a use  sig nific a ntly 

mo re  p ro p e rty d a ma g e  tha n to rna d o e s. In 2023 a lo ne , ha il-re la te d  d a ma g e  

to ta le d  $40 b illio n, ma king  it the  le a d ing  c a use  o f we a the r-re la te d  p ro p e rty 

d a ma g e  in the  c o untry.  Fo rtuna te ly, And e rso n Co unty is a  lo w-risk a re a  a nd  ha s 

e xp e rie nc e d  minima l d a ma g e  to  c ro p s a nd  p ro p e rtie s, with no  re p o rte d  injurie s 

o r d e a ths d ue  to  ha ilsto rms (“ Sto rm Eve nts Da ta b a se  - Se a rc h Re sults | Na tio na l 

Ce nte rs fo r Enviro nme nta l Info rma tio n”). 
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Air (First Stre e t)

Ac c o rd ing  to  First Stre e t, And e rso n Co unty ha s a  mo d e ra te  risk fro m a ir q ua lity. 

Altho ug h And e rso n Co unty ha s wo rse  a ir q ua lity tha n 93% o f c o untie s in So uth 

Ca ro lina b a se d  o n the  numb e r o f po o r a ir q ua lity d a ys. (First Stre e t)

Droug ht

Dro ug hts o c c ur d uring  a  p ro lo ng e d  p e rio d  o f little  to  no  ra infa ll21. Whe n the y 

o c c ur, it me a ns tha t the  d ry we a the r ha s p e rsiste d  lo ng  e no ug h to  ha ve  

sig nific a nt e nviro nme nta l (inc lud ing  a g ric ulture  a nd  e c o syste ms), e c o no mic , a nd  

so c ia l (inc lud ing  c o mmunitie s) imp a c ts. Dro ug hts c a n b e  c la ssifie d  into  d iffe re nt 

c a te g o rie s: me te o ro lo g ic a l, a g ric ultura l, hyd ro lo g ic a l, a nd  so c io e c o no mic . 

Me te o ro lo g ic a l d ro ug hts a re  re g io n-sp e c ific  a nd  o c c ur whe n a n a re a  re c e ive s a t 

le a st 25% le ss ra infa ll tha n it typ ic a lly re c e ive s in c o mp a riso n to  p re vio us ye a rs. 

Ag ric ultura l d ro ug hts o c c ur whe n the re  is insuffic ie nt so il mo isture  d uring  the  c ro p  

p e rio d , le a d ing  to  re d uc e d  c ro p  yie ld (Ad itya  Ab hishe k). Hyd ro lo g ic a l d ro ug hts 

o c c ur whe n the re  is a  la c k o f surfa c e  a nd  sub surfa c e  wa te r sup p ly. 

So c io e c o no mic  d ro ug ht o c c urs whe n the  d e ma nd  fo r a n e c o no mic  g o o d  

e xc e e d s sup p ly d ue  to  a  we a the r-re la te d  sho rtfa ll in wa te r sup p ly (“Typ e s o f 

Dro ug ht” ). And e rso n Co unty fa lls in the  So uthe a ste rn re g io n whic h is a n a re a  tha t 
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is susc e p tib le  to  p e rio d ic  d ro ug hts tha t o fte n stre ss a g ric ulture  a s we ll a s 

e c o syste ms. As o f Fe b rua ry 24, 2026, 88.78% o f the  c o unty wa s e xp e rie nc ing  

e xtre me  d ro ug ht a nd  11.22% wa s e xp e rie nc ing  se ve re  d ro ug ht.
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Extre me  He a t

Extre me  he a t is d e fine d  a s unusua lly hig h te mp e ra ture s a nd  humid ity in a  sp e c ific  

a re a  c o mp a re d  to  the  a ve ra g e  te mpe ra ture s fo r tha t time  o f ye a r (Clima te  

Cha ng e  a nd Extre me  He a t). It b e c o me s ha za rd o us whe n it la sts fo r e xte nd e d  

p e rio d s, c la ssifie d  a s a  he a t wa ve . 

The  Urb a n He a t Ind e x ma p  o f the  c o unty d isp la ys the  a re a s whic h ha ve  a  me d ium 

to  hig h he a t ind e x a lo ng  ma jo r inte rsta te s o r hig hwa ys inc lud ing  Inte rsta te  85, 

Hig hwa y, 76 a nd  29 a nd within the  va rio us urb a nize d  munic ip a l b o und a rie s. The  

He a t Fa c to r ma p , p ro d uc e d  b y First Stre e t, d e p ic ts the  numb e r o f p ro p e rtie s 

vulne ra b le  to e xtre me  he a t c o nd itio ns. 

In 2024, 114,446 p ro p e rtie s we re  id e ntifie d  to  ha ve  a  ma jo r he a t risk, whilst 235 

we re  id e ntifie d  a s a  se ve re  he a t risk. The  hig h le ve l o f vulne ra b ility o f b uild ing s 

within the  c o unty a s a  re sult o f he a t ind ic a te s the  imp o rta nc e  o f inte g ra ting  he a t 
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re silie nt d e sig n (inc lud ing  g re e n infra struc ture  a nd  Lo w Imp a c t De ve lo p me nt (LID) 

into  future  p la nning  a c tivitie s. 

The  He a t Risk Asse ssme nt ma p  fo r the  ye a r 2055 is a  ma p  tha t illustra te s the  

p ro je c te d  ma ximum te mp e ra ture s within And e rso n Co unty fo r the  ye a r 2055. It is 

a  fo rwa rd -lo o king  ma p , c o nsid e ring  he a t mo d e l p re d ic tio ns, 30 ye a rs in a d va nc e .  

The  a re a s sho wn in b rig ht o ra ng e  re p re se nt hig he r ma ximum te mp e ra ture s o f 96.2 

d e g re e s Fa hre nhe it (°F) whilst the  b lue  a re a s sho w lo we r ma ximum te mp e ra ture s 

o f 86.6°F.  

The  o ra ng e  a re a s a re  

c o nc e ntra te d  in the  

c e ntra l a nd  so uthe rn 

p a rts o f the  ma p  whic h 

a re  mo re  urb a nize d  

a re a s a nd  so  a re  a  

like ly re sult o f urb a n 

he a t isla nd  e ffe c t. The  

b lue  a re a s c o rre sp o nd  

to  c o o le r a re a s 

inc lud ing  wa te r b o d ie s, 

ve g e ta tive  c o ve r a nd  

le ss urb a nize d  o r b uilt-

up  a re a s. 
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Wildfire s Risk 

Wild fire s a re  la rg e  a nd  d e struc tive  fire s tha t o c c ur in the  wild e rne ss a s a  re sult o f 

a  wid e  ra ng e  o f re a so ns, inc lud ing  we a the r e ve nts suc h a s lig htning . Whe n the se  

fire s o c c ur, the  p re se nc e  o f ve g e ta tio n se rve s a s fue l, c a using  the  fire s to  b e c o me  

mo re  wid e sp re a d  a nd  inte nse , ma king  the m d iffic ult to  c o ntro l. 

The  Up sta te  re g io n o f So uth Ca ro lina  ha s b e e n sub je c te d  to  a  numb e r o f wild fire s 

in the  p a st. In 2025, b o th Pic ke ns a nd  G re e nville  c o untie s e xp e rie nc e d  wild fire s 

tha t we re  c o nta ine d . The  

Ta b le  Ro c k Fire  (in Pic ke ns) 

b e g a n o n Ma rc h 21, 2026 

a nd  b urne d  o ve r 13,845 

a c re s a nd  re ma ine d  a c tive  

p a st Aug ust 15, 2026.  

Simila rly, the  Pe rsimmo n 

Rid g e  Fire  (in G re e nville  

Co unty) b urne d  o ve r 2,128 

a c re s (“ Wild fire  Ma p : Tra c k 

Live  Fire s, Smo ke , & Lig htning  

| Ma p  o f Fire ” ). The se  fire s, 

b e c a me  kno wn a s the  “ Ta b le  Ro c k 

Co mp le x.”  we re  wo rse ne d  b y e xisting  d ry 

c o nd itio ns, wind , a nd  p le nty o f fue l o n the  

g ro und  le ft b e hind  b y Hurric a ne  He le ne . 

Bo th c o untie s a re  ne ig hb o ring  to  And e rso n 

Co unty a nd  se rve  a s a  c a utio n. And e rso n 

Co unty ha s e xp e rie nc e d  its sha re  o f fire s thro ug ho ut its histo ry inc lud ing  the  1845 

Bric k Ra ng e  Fire , a nd  the  Gre a t Fire  o f Aug ust 13, 1913, o r 1914.  

NOAA p re d ic ts a n a la rming  inc re a se  o f 300% o f the  risk o f ve ry la rg e  fire s in the  

So uthe a ste rn US b y the  mid d le  o f the  21st c e ntury (2041-2070) (“ A G re e n 

Infra struc ture  Pla n to  Re sto re , Co nne c t, a nd  Pro te c t So uth Ca ro lina ’ s Ha b ita ts” ). 

O ld e r a d ults, p e o p le  with d isa b ilitie s, pe o p le  with lo w inc o me , a nd  tho se  with 

la ng ua g e  b a rrie rs a re  the  mo st a t risk. Using  d a ta  c o lle c te d  b y First Stre e t this ma p  

illustra te s the  p ro je c te d  wild fire  risk o f And e rso n Co unty in 30 ye a rs. The  ma p  

d e p ic ts the  a nnua l b urning  p ro b a b ility o f a n a re a  if a  fire  wa s to  o c c ur in the  ye a r 

2055. The  a re a s re p re se nte d  in b lue  ha ve  a  lo w b urn p ro b a b ility while  the  ye llo w 

to  re d  a re a s ha ve  a  mo d e ra te  to  hig h p ro b a b ility o f b urning .  La ke  Ha rtwe ll, o ne  

o f the  c o unty’ s ma jo r g e o g ra p hic  fe a ture s, a lso  re p re se nts a  lo w-risk a re a  

b e c a use  o f the  p re se nc e  o f a mp le  wa te r.  
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Ea rthqua ke s 

Ea rthq ua ke s a re  the  sud d e n, ra p id  sha king  o f the  e a rth, c a use d  b y the  b re a king  

a nd  shifting  o f und e rg ro und  ro c k (Ho w to  Pre pare  fo r an Earthq uake ). The re  is no  

re lia b le  wa y to  d e te rmine  the  time , p la c e , a nd  size  o f a n e a rthq ua ke . Mo st 

e a rthq ua ke s o c c ur a lo ng  p la te  b o und a rie s ho we ve r e a rthq ua ke s tha t o c c ur 

within a  te c to nic  p la te  a re  kno wn a s intra p la te  e a rthq ua ke s. SC e a rthq ua ke s a re  

intra p la te  e a rthq ua ke s. Se ismo lo g ists g e ne ra lly b e lie ve  tha t e a rthq ua ke s c a n 

o c c ur whe re  the y ha ve  p re vio usly o c c urre d . The  mo st re c e nt e a rthq ua ke  to  ta ke  

p la c e  in the  c o unty wa s in Aug ust o f 2022 o ff Ab b e ville  Hig hwa y b e twe e n Hig h 

Sho a ls Ro a d  a nd  Mid d le to n Ro a d  – it wa s a  ma g nitud e  2 (“ Re c e nt Ea rthq ua ke s - 

SCDNR”). And e rso n Co unty ha s a  lo w risk, sp e c ific a lly a  2.55% c ha nc e  o f 

e a rthq ua ke s o c c urring  within the  ne xt 50 ye a rs (“And e rso n, SC Ea rthq ua ke s | 

Ho me fa c ts” ). 

 

Winte r We a the r & Ic e  Storms 

Winte r b ring s a  

va rie ty o f e xtre me  

we a the r c o nd itio ns 

inc lud ing  he a vy 

sno w, fre e zing  

te mp e ra ture s, ic e  

a c c umula tio n a nd  

wind  c hill. Winte r 

sto rms so me time s 

c a use  d a ma g e  to  

p ro p e rtie s, infra -

struc ture , c ro p s a s 

we ll a s p o se  sa fe ty 

risks to  huma n life  

suc h a s hyp o the rmia  a nd  fro st b ite . 

The  mo st sno w re c o rd e d  in And e rso n in the  c a le nd a r ye a r wa s 13 inc he s, in 1930. 

In 2025, And e rso n re c o rd e d  1.1 inc he s o f sno w  (“Mo st Ye a rly Sno w in And e rso n 

Histo ry” ). In Ja nua ry o f 2026, b a c k-to -b a c k winte r sto rms to o k p la c e . And e rso n 
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Co unty d e c la re d  a  sta te  o f e me rg e nc y o n Ja nua ry 22, 2026, a he a d  o f the  first 

winte r sto rm tha t to o k p la c e  o n Ja nua ry 23rd  with a n a c c umula tio n o f a n inc h o f 

sno w in p a rts o f the  c o unty (Me d le y). The  fo llo wing  we e ke nd , Ja nua ry 31st, a  

winte r sto rm b ro ug ht sno w a nd  ic e  with p a rts o f the  c o unty a c c umula ting  3-5 

inc he s o f sno w a nd  ic e  mix (Me a d o ws).  

He alth Hazards 

Re silie nc e  c a nno t b e  d isc usse d  witho ut re me mb e ring  the  COVID-19 p a nd e mic  

a nd  the  ne e d  to  a c t q uic kly whe n o ur c o mmunity’ s he a lth b e c a me  vulne ra b le . 

It b ro ug ht the  impo rta nc e  o f he a lthc a re  to  the  fo re fro nt in o ur c o unty. It 

hig hlig hte d  the  stre ng ths (re silie nc e ) a nd  we a kne sse s (vulne ra b ilitie s) o f o ur 

he a lthc a re  syste m a nd  o ur c itize ns to  re sp o nd  to  ma jo r stre sso rs. The  p a nd e mic  

a lso  hig hlig hte d  the  imp o rta nc e  o f o the r infra struc ture  suc h a s 

te le c o mmunic a tio n syste ms, fo o d  a nd  wa te r sup p ly c ha ins tha t e na b le  

ind ivid ua ls a nd  institutio ns to  ke e p  mo ving  fo rwa rd . 

Soc ia l Vulne ra bility Indic e s (SoVI) 

In d isc ussio ns c o nc e rning  ha za rd s a nd  e me rg e nc y ma na g e me nt, it is imp o rta nt 

to  c o nsid e r two  c o nc e p ts: so c ia l vulne ra b ility a nd  c o mmunity re silie nc e .  

So c ia l vulne ra b ility re fe rs to  the  so c ia l a nd  e c o no mic  syste ms tha t a ffe c t a  

c o mmunity’ s a b ility to  p re p a re  fo r a nd  re sp o nd  to  ha za rd s inc lud ing  fo o d  a nd  

d ise a se  o utb re a ks. Fa c to rs suc h a s inc o me , a g e  a nd  ho using  c o nd itio ns a ffe c t 

ho w d iffe re nt g ro up s e xp e rie nc e  a nd  re sp o nd  to  the se  e ve nts. 

Co mmunity re silie nc e , o n the  c o ntra ry, sig nifie s the  stre ng th o f lo c a l p a rtic ip a tio n, 

p la nning  c a p a b ilitie s, a nd  so c ia l c o he sio n within a  c o mmunity. While  so c ia l 

vulne ra b ility p o ints o ut the  limita tio ns e nc o unte re d  b y spe c ific  p o p ula tio ns, 

c o mmunity re silie nc e  fo c use s o n the  e xiste nc e  o f lo c a l syste ms, re so urc e s, a nd  

ne two rks whic h a llo w fo r e ffe c tive  re sp o nse  a nd  lo ng -te rm re c o ve ry. It is p o ssib le  

fo r a  c o mmunity to  b e  so c ia lly vulne ra b le  b ut ha ve  stro ng  c o mmunity re silie nc e  

a nd  vic e  ve rsa . Whe n use d  to g e the r, the se  two  fa c to rs a ssist with id e ntifying  

p la c e s within the  c o mmunity whe re  re sid e nts ma y re q uire  a d d itio na l sup p o rt, 

p rio ritize d  inve stme nt, o r imp ro ve d  ha za rd  p re p a re d ne ss me a sure s (So c ia l 

Vulne ra b ility Inde x: Ande rso n Co unty, So uth Ca ro lina ). 
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The  Ha za rd s Vulne ra b ility a nd  Re silie nc e  Institute  (HVRI), lo c a te d  in Unive rsity o f 

So uth Ca ro lina ’ s De p a rtme nt o f Ge o g ra p hy c re a te d  the  So c ia l Vulne ra b ility 

Ind e x (So VI) whic h ma ke s use  o f twe nty-e ig ht d e mo g ra p hic  va ria b le s 

re p re se nting  a  c o mmunity’ s le ve l o f vulne ra b ility to  ha za rd s a nd  na tura l d isa ste rs 

while  c o nsid e ring  the ir so c ia l c o nd itio ns. Ano the r ind e x kno wn a s the  Ba se line  

Re silie nc e  Ind ic a to rs fo r Co mmunitie s (BRIC) ind e x (Ha b e ts), c o -p ro d uc e d  b y 

SCOR a nd  HVRI, is ma d e  up  o f fifty-two  va ria b le s inc lud ing  he a lth insura nc e , 

e mp lo yme nt ra te , a nd  p ub lic  tra nsp o rt a c c e ss. All a re  g ro up e d  into  6 re silie nc e  

c a p ita ls a nd  d e mo nstra te  the  p re p a re d ne ss o f a  c o mmunity. Bo th ind e xe s a re  

d e te rmine d  o n a  c e nsus tra c t sc a le  to  re d uc e  the  ma rg in o f e rro r. The  ma p  b e lo w 

wa s p re p a re d  using  d a ta  c o lle c te d  b y HVRI o n a  c e nsus tra c t sc a le . It d e p ic ts the  

So VI o f So uth Ca ro lina .  
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Life line  Ma ps 

Life line s a re  the  fund a me nta l se rvic e s in the  c o mmunity tha t e nsure  the  

c o ntinuo us o p e ra tio n o f c ritic a l g o ve rnme nt a nd  b usine ss func tio ns a nd  a re  

e sse ntia l to  huma n he a lth, sa fe ty, a nd  se c urity (“ Co mmunity Life line s” ). Re silie nc e  

p la nning  d e p e nd s o n the se  life line s to  b e  ma inta ine d  d uring  a nd  a fte r a n e ve nt. 

The re  a re  c urre ntly 8 life line s tha t ha ve  b e e n id e ntifie d  b y FEMA.  

The  US De p a rtme nt o f Ho me la nd  Se c urity (DHS) ha s d e ve lo p e d  a  fre e  to o l 

‘ Co mmunity Life line  Sta tus Syste m’  (http s:/ / c lss-c use c .hub .a rc g is.c o m/ ) fo r 

c o untie s to  re g iste r.  

The  8 life line s c a n b e  fo und  b e lo w: 

 

 

Fo r the  p urp o se  o f this Re silie nc y Ele me nt, lo c a l d isc ussio ns d e te rmine d  we ig hts 

a mo ng  the  c rite ria  fo r Co mmunity Life line s. In sub se q ue nt p la ns, it is a d vise d  tha t 

the  Co mmunity Life line  Sta tus Syste m to o l b y DHS b e  ta ke n a d va nta g e  o f to  g ive  

mo re  a c c ura te  a nd  d e ta ile d  re sults. 
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Othe r Re silie nc e  Ele me nts

It is imp o ssib le  to  d isc uss re silie nc e  witho ut c o nsid e ring  o the r a sp e c ts tha t re la te  

to  the  re sid e nts a nd  the ir we ll-b e ing . So me  o f the se  a re a s, inc lud ing  he a lth, 

tra nsp o rta tio n, a nd  e c o no mic  re silie nc e , ha ve  b e e n d isc usse d  in p re vio us 

se c tio ns. Ene rg y a nd fo o d  re silie nc e  a re  d isc usse d  b e lo w.

Ene rg y Re silie nc e :

The  Na tio na l C lima te  Stud y id e ntifie d  e ne rg y p ro d uc tio n a nd  its d e p e nd e nc e  o n 

wa te r a va ila b ility a s a  ke y c o nc e rn in the  So uthe a st, g ive n the  re g io n’ s g ro wing  

p o p ula tio n a nd  la rg e , d ive rsifie d  e c o no my. An inc re a sing  numb e r o f hig h-he a t 

a nd  d ry d a ys, a s the c lima te  wa rms, thre a te ns e ffic ie nt p o we r g e ne ra tio n, 

p a rtic ula rly whe n using  na tura l g a s a nd  wa te r-inte nsive  nuc le a r p o we r. This is 

p a rtic ula rly imp o rta nt g ive n the  o p e ra tio n o f the  hyd ro e le c tric  p la nt a t the  

Ha rtwe ll Da m.

The  Co unty’ s Ha za rd  Mitig a tio n Pla n must c o nsid e r the  vulne ra b ility o f the  

Co unty’ s p o p ula tio n whe n it c o me s to  risk fro m d a m b re a c he s, p o we r g rid  fa ilure , 

a nd  simila r c a ta stro p he s, whe the r d ue  to  na tura l d isa ste rs o r a c ts o f te rro rism. 

Da ms, p o we r g rid s, a nd  o the r ma jo r infra struc ture s a re  p a rtic ula rly vulne ra b le  to  
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te rro rism. We  ha ve  c o me  to  re a lize  in the  p a st c o up le  o f d e c a d e s tha t 

a p p ro p ria te  p la nning  a nd  p re c a utio ns ha ve  b e c o me  a  ne c e ssa ry p a rt o f life .  

Food Re silie nc e : 

Ac c e ss to  fo o d  is e sse ntia l fo r o ur c o mmunity to  survive  a nd  thrive , a nd  a g ric ulture  

is a  la rg e  p o rtio n o f o ur c o unty’ s e c o no my. Live sto c k, a s a d d re sse d  in p re vio us 

e le me nts o f the  Co mp re he nsive  p la n, is a n imp o rta nt ind ustry in the  c o unty. 

Ho we ve r, the  Na tio na l C lima te  Stud y no te s tha t the se  a nima ls a re  p a rtic ula rly 

“ vulne ra b le  to  he a t stre ss.”  Ad d itio na lly, c ha ng e s in c lima te  o r p re c ip ita tio n will 

c ha ng e  wha t p la nts a re  a b le  to  g ro w in o ur re g io n. Fro st p ro ne  p la nts ma y b e  

a id e d  b y inc re a se d  winte r te mp e ra ture s, while  d ro ug ht a nd  ho t we a the r will b e  

d e va sta ting  to  o the r c ro p s. Dro ug ht a nd  inc re a se d  te mp e ra ture s re q uiring  mo re  

irrig a tio n a nd  wa te r usa g e  will furthe r d e p le te  wa te r sup p lie s. 

Tools a nd Existing  Prote c tive  Me a sure s 

And e rso n Co unty ha s se ve ra l p la ns a nd  re g ula to ry to o ls tha t wo rk to g e the r to  

re d uc e  ha za rd  risks, p ro mo te  re silie nc e , a nd  p ro te c t p ub lic  sa fe ty. The se  

re so urc e s must b e  re g ula rly up d a te d  a nd  c o o rd ina te d  a c ro ss d e p a rtme nts a nd  

c ro ss-c o unty jurisd ic tio ns to  re ma in e ffe c tive . 

Stormwa te r De sign Ma nua l 

The  c o unty’ s Sto rmwa te r De sig n Ma nua l a nd  

Sto rmwa te r Ma na g e me nt a nd  Se d ime nt Co ntro l 

Ord ina nc e  se t sta nd a rd s fo r ma na g ing  sto rmwa te r 

runo ff, c o ntro lling  se d ime nt a nd  e ro sio n, p ro te c ting  

we tla nd s a nd  wa te rc o urse s, a nd  imp ro ving  wa te r 

q ua lity. The y e sta b lish d e sig n, c o nstruc tio n, a nd  

ma inte na nc e  re q uire me nts fo r d ra ina g e  syste ms to  

mitig a te  flo o d  risk a nd  minimize  e nviro nme nta l 

imp a c ts a sso c ia te d  with d e ve lo p me nt. 
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Haza rd Mitig a tion Pla n

Thro ug h the  And e rso n Co unty & Oc o ne e  Co unty 

Na tura l Ha za rd s Mitig a tio n Pla n (d e ve lo p e d  in 

c o mp lia nc e  with the  Fe d e ra l Eme rg e nc y 

Ma na g e me nt Ag e nc y (FEMA) Ma rc h 2023), the  

c o unty id e ntifie s a nd  a d d re sse s risks fro m na tura l 

ha za rd s. The  p la n is upd a te d  a nnua lly a nd  fully 

re vie we d  e ve ry five  ye a rs to  g uid e  ha za rd  

mitig a tio n a c tio ns a nd  se c ure  fe d e ra l d isa ste r 

fund ing .

Gre e n Infra struc ture  Pla n

The  G re e n Infra struc ture  Pla n (2016): G re e n 

fo r Future  G e ne ra tio ns p ro mo te s inte g ra ting  

g re e n sp a c e s a nd  e c o lo g ic a l syste ms into  

c o unty p la nning . It e nc o ura g e s re silie nt 

flo o d  a nd  wa te r ma na g e me nt, b io d ive rsity 

p ro te c tio n, a g ric ultura l la nd  c o nse rva tio n, 

c ultura l la nd sc a p e  p re se rva tio n, a nd  

e xp a nd e d  p ub lic  a c c e ss to  na ture . Eve n 

tho ug h g re e n sp a c e s ha ve  b e e n lo st to  

d e ve lo p me nt, the  p la n is still va lid  b e c a use  

the  ma jo rity o f the  g re e n sp a c e s re ma in.
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Flood Insura nc e  Rate  Ma ps

Ad d itio na lly, the  c o unty use s Flo o d  Insura nc e  Ra te  Ma p s (FIRM) fro m FEMA to  

id e ntify flo o d  zo ne s a nd  c o mmunic a te  risk to  the  p ub lic , a nd  it e nfo rc e s the  Flo o d  

Da ma g e  a nd  Pre ve ntio n Ord ina nc e to  re g ula te  d e ve lo p me nt in flo o d -p ro ne  

a re a s. This o rd ina nc e  minimize s p ub lic  a nd  p riva te  lo sse s, e nsure s c o mp lia nc e  

with the  Na tio na l Flo o d  Insura nc e  Pro g ra m, a nd  he lp s p re se rve  the  na tura l 

func tio ns o f flo o d p la ins.

To g e the r, the se  to o ls p ro vid e  a  c o mp re he nsive  fra me wo rk fo r re d uc ing  ha za rd  

risks, p ro te c ting  na tura l syste ms, a nd  b uild ing  lo ng -te rm re silie nc e  a c ro ss 

And e rso n Co unty. 
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Re c omme nda tions 

Guiding  Polic y 

Re silie nc e  p la nning  ha s ta ke n a  turn fo r the  b e tte r. It is no  lo ng e r re a c tive  o nly 

o nly re sp o nd ing  to  ha za rd s a nd  d isa ste rs. True  re silie nc e  p la nning  is p ro a c tive  a nd  

ta c kle s ha za rd s a t the ir so urc e , d e ve lo p ing  stra te g ie s, ha b its, a nd  a c tio ns tha t 

ma y a p p e a r mino r ind ivid ua lly b ut c o lle c tive ly p la y a  c ruc ia l ro le  in e nha nc ing  

And e rso n’ s sa fe ty, ha b ita b ility, a nd  susta ina b ility fo r future  g e ne ra tio ns.  

This e le me nt is g uid e d  b y the  So uth Ca ro lina  Co d e  o f La ws a nd  info rme d  b y 

p rinc ip le s fro m the  So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e  (SCOR) a nd  the  Ame ric a n 

Pla nne rs Asso c ia tio n (APA), a s we ll a s e xisting  lo ng -ra ng e  p la ns a nd  o rd ina nc e s 

fo r the  c o unty. 

 

Re c omme nde d Polic y Champions 

And e rso n Co unty Co unc il 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  Co mmissio n 

And e rso n Co unty Eme rg e nc y Ma na g e me nt Divisio n 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Build ing  a nd  Co d e s De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Enviro nme nta l a nd  Co d e  Enfo rc e me nt De pa rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Sto rmwa te r De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty C le mso n Exte nsio n 

And e rso n Co unty So il a nd  Wa te r Co nse rva tio n Distric t  

And e rso n Co unty Wa te rshe d  Pro te c tio n Co unc il 

So uth Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc e  
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Re silie nc y Stra te g ie s  

Ed uc a te  c o untywid e  p e rso nne l o n sta te -sp o nso re d  re silie nc y p ro g ra ms.   

 

Re silie nc y Ac tions  

Cre a te  a  lo ng -ra ng e  p la nning  d ivisio n within the  Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity 

De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt to  se rve  a s a  lia iso n b e twe e n the  c o unty a nd  So uth 

Ca ro lina  Offic e  o f Re silie nc y to  imp le me nt re silie nc y stra te g ie s. 
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INTRODUCTION 
A we ll-ma inta ine d  a nd  we ll-c o nne c te d  tra nspo rta tio n syste m is ne c e ssa ry fo r a  

d yna mic  a nd  g ro wing  c o unty.  The  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt c o nsid e rs the  e ntire  

tra nsp o rta tio n syste m fro m inte rsta te s to  fa rm-to -ma rke t ro a d s; fro m wa lking  tra ils 

to  b ike  ro ute s; fro m p e d e stria n p ro je c ts to  p ub lic  tra nsit.  It c o nsid e rs the  c urre nt 

sta te  o f tra nsp o rta tio n, fo c using  o n the  ro a d  ne two rk.  The  Co unty is re spo nsib le  

fo r a ll a sp e c ts o f the  ro a d s it o wns.  Altho ug h it ha s so me  inp ut into  the  d e c isio ns 

re g a rd ing  ro a d s o wne d  b y the  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n 

(SCDOT), g o a l se tting , p o lic y d e c isio ns, a nd  fina nc ing  re sp o nsib ilitie s lie  with 

p a rtne r a g e nc ie s und e r the  d ire c tio n o f SCDOT a nd  fe d e ra l la ws. The  Ele me nt 

d e sc rib e s the  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk a nd  inc o rp o ra te s the  p la ns (b y re fe re nc e ) 

o f the  a g e nc ie s who  ha ve  jurisd ic tio n o ve r tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  a nd  

imp le me nta tio n.   

And e rso n Co unty’ s tra nsp o rta tio n syste m itse lf inc lud e s multip le  c o mp o ne nts: 

ra ilwa y line s, the  Re g io na l Airp o rt, a  p ub lic  tra nsit syste m (Ele c tric  C ity Tra nsit 

o p e ra te d  b y the  C ity o f And e rso n), a nd  a  ne two rk o f lo c a l, c o lle c to r a nd  a rte ria l 

ro a d s a nd  o ne  Inte rsta te .  All tra nsp o rta tio n mo d e s a re  imp o rta nt, b ut the  fa c t 

re ma ins tha t ro a d s mo ve  the  va st ma jo rity o f p e o p le  a nd  fre ig ht in this Co unty.  

Also , ro a d s, with the ir va rying  c ha ra c te ristic s, a re  a  ma jo r fa c to r a ffe c ting  lo c a l 

la nd  use  d e c isio ns.  The  S.C . Lo c a l G o ve rnme nt Co mpre he nsive  Pla nning  

Ena b ling  Ac t o f 1994 (a s a me nd e d ) c a lls fo r the  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt to  b e  

d e ve lo p e d  in c o o rd ina tio n with the  la nd  use  e le me nt to  e nsure  tra nsp o rta tio n 

e ffic ie nc y fo r e xisting  a nd  future  d e ve lo pme nt. 

Tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  is a  c o mp le x a nd  c o stly p ro c e ss tha t inc lud e s d a ta  

c o lle c tio n, ne e d s a sse ssme nt, g o a l se tting , a lte rna tive  d e ve lo p me nt, 

e nviro nme nta l a nd  so c ia l imp a c t a sse ssme nt, p la ns fo r fund ing , imp le me nta tio n 

p la nning , mo nito ring , a nd  p ub lic  invo lve me nt.  Eng ine e ring  a nd  c o nstruc tio n a re  

e xp o ne ntia lly mo re  e xp e nsive .  This Ele me nt a lso  se rve s a s a  c a ll fo r the  Co unty to  

fully p a rtic ip a te  with tra nsp o rta tio n pa rtne rs in c ho o sing  p rio rity ne two rk 

imp ro ve me nts, g e tting  a  ha nd le  o n a c c e ss to  p ro p e rtie s so  a s no t to  d e g ra d e  

c a rrying  c a p a c itie s, a nd  linking  ne w a nd  re p urp o se d  la nd  use s a lo ng  the se  ro a d s 

to  the  la nd -use  re g ula to ry p ro c e ss.   
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The re  a re  se ve ra l ma in p a rtne rs in the  And e rso n Co unty tra nsp o rta tio n mix whic h 

ma ke s it mo re  impo rta nt to  c o lla b o ra te  o n p rio ritie s fo r the  to ta l ne two rk to  

o p e ra te  a s a  we ll-d e sig ne d  a nd  e ffic ie nt syste m. No ne  o f the se  a g e nc ie s a re  

a d e q ua te ly fund e d  fo r me e ting  lo c a l tra nsp o rta tio n ne e d s. The  Pa rtne rs inc lud e  

the  fo llo wing : 

 And e rso n Co unty Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De pa rtme nt 

 And e rso n Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmitte e  (“ C”  Fund s) 

 So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n (SCDO T) 

 And e rso n C le mso n Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (ACATS) 

 G re e nville  Pic ke ns Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (G PATS) 

 Ap p a la c hia n Co unc il o f G o ve rnme nts (ACOG ) 

 Munic ip a litie s 

Tra ffic  inc re a se s with g ro wth, a nd  g ro wth is g e ne ra te d  b y e c o no mic  p ro sp e rity. 

Qua lity o f life  is imp a c te d  b y g ro wth a sso c ia te d  with tra ffic  c o ng e stio n o n 

And e rso n Co unty ro a d wa ys—g re a te r tra ve l time s, mo re  a c c id e nts, a nd  a ir 

p o llutio n.  Ec o no mic  p ro sp e rity is p re fe ra b le  to  sta g na tio n a nd  d e sp ite  the  

p e rc e ive d  d e le te rio us e ffe c ts o f tra ffic , the  fo rme r c o nte xt is g e ne ra lly p re fe ra b le  

to  the  la tte r.  Sto p p ing  g ro wth is no t a c c e p ta b le  to  mo st re sid e nts a nd  b usine sse s 

in the  lo ng  te rm sinc e  it re sults in hig he r p ro p e rty ta xe s a nd  a  re d uc tio n in 

a va ila b le  jo b s. G ro wth b ring s inc o nve nie nc e  a nd  e xp e nse , b ut it c a rrie s a  surp lus 

re inve stme nt in infra struc ture  a nd  q ua lity o f life .  Ap p ro p ria te  la nd  use  re g ula tio ns 

a im to  lo c a te  g ro wth to  a re a s with a d e q ua te  infra struc ture  a s a  me a ns to  re d uc e  

re sid e ntia l c o nflic t. 

A c lo se r a na lysis o f the  e ntire  ro a d  ne two rk is ne c e ssa ry to  d e te rmine  whe re  

o p e ra tio na l imp ro ve me nts a re  imp le me nte d  so  the  syste m o p e ra te s a t its 

ma ximum c a p a c ity. The re  a re  re la tive ly ine xp e nsive  o p tio ns to  he lp  with tra ve l 

time s o r d e sig ns tha t re d uc e  the  numb e r o f a c c id e nts.  It re q uire s a  lo o k a t 

func tio na l c la ssific a tio ns, tra ffic  c o unts, p e a k ho ur trip s sho wing  lo c a tio ns o f 

c o ng e stio n, a c c id e nt lo c a tio ns, e tc .  Ma p p ing  suc h ite ms re ve a ls issue s a nd  

p o ssib le  re me d ie s. 
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Inve ntory Of Existing  Conditions 

The  ro a d s in And e rso n Co unty fo rm a n e xte nsive  ne two rk tha t a c c o mmo d a te s a ll 

typ e s o f trip s. Ma ny c itize ns a re  una wa re  o f whe re  the  re spo nsib ilitie s, the  c o sts, 

a nd  the  p o ssib ilitie s b e g in a nd  e nd .  The re  a re  o ve r 3000 c e nte rline  mile s o f p ub lic  

ro a d s in the  Co unty tha t inc lud e  a rte ria ls, c o lle c to rs, a nd  mino r ro a d s, a lo ng  with 

the  ve hic le  b rid g e s a nd  la rg e  d ra ina g e  c ulve rts re q uire d  to  ma ke  the m 

func tio na l.  The  imp a c t o f ro a d s o n b o th the  Sta te ’ s a nd  the  Co unty’ s b ud g e ts is 

o ve rwhe lming .  The  Co unty c o ntinue s to  p ursue  the  me a ns to  a d e q ua te ly fund  

ro a d  ma inte na nc e  a nd  imp ro ve me nt. 

 

The  Roa d Ne twork 

The  ro a d  ne two rk in And e rso n Co unty inc lud e s a ll the  ro a d s o wne d  b y the  Co unty 

a nd  the  Sta te .  The  ma in ne two rk c o nc e rns o f re sid e nts a nd  b usine sse s a re  the  

b a c klo g  o f ma inte na nc e  a nd  rush ho ur tra ffic  c o ng e stio n tha t c ho ke s the  

e ffic ie nc y o f the  syste m.  Ne two rk c o nsid e ra tio ns inc lud e  func tio na l 

c la ssific a tio ns, tra ffic  d e nsity, a nd  a c c id e nts.  Fund ing  a nd  p rio ritiza tio n a re  issue s 

tha t p la g ue  the  tra nsp o rta tio n p a rtne rs d a ily.  Pa rtne rs’  p ro je c t p la nning  a nd  

p ro g ra mming  fa c to r into  the  e ffic ie nc y o f the  syste m. 

 

Func tional Classific ation of Roads 

De fining  func tio na l c la ssific a tio ns a nd  a ssig ning  the m to  a ll ro a d s is vita l in 

e xa mining  the  func tio na lity o f the  Co untywid e  ro a d  ne two rk.  Inte rsta te s a nd  

a rte ria ls p ro mo te  mo b ility a nd  tra ffic  flo w o ve r d ire c t p ro p e rty a c c e ss, while  lo c a l 

ro a d s p ro mo te  d ire c t a c c e ss o ve r mo b ility a nd  tra ffic . Co lle c to r ro a d s se rve  a s 

links tha t c a rry tra ffic  to  a rte ria ls.  Se e  the  ma p  o n p a g e  5.  

An imp o rta nt p a rt o f a  we ll-p la nne d  ro a d wa y ne two rk is the  re la tio nship  a nd  

hie ra rc hy o f ro a d s to  la nd  use s. Func tio na l ro a d  c la ssific a tio ns d e sc rib e  the  

c ha ra c te r o f se rvic e  inte nd e d  fo r the  ro a d wa y a nd  d e g re e s o f tra ve l mo b ility 

a nd  la nd  a c c e ss.   An o p timum ro a d wa y syste m b a la nc e s mo b ility a nd  a c c e ss. 

Se c tio n 24-115 o f the  And e rso n Co unty Co d e  o f Ord ina nc e s a d d re sse s Inte nsity 

Sta nd a rd s tha t re q uire  a  Tra ffic  Imp a c t Stud y if a  p ro je c t g e ne ra te s 100 o r mo re  

p e a k ho ur trip s. All ro a d s in the  Co unty a re  c la ssifie d  o n the  b a sis o f the ir tra ffic  

c a rrying  c a p a b ilitie s, the ir g e ne ra l func tio n in the  tra ffic  c irc ula tio n syste m, a nd  
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the  e xisting  la nd  use  o f a b utting  p ro p e rtie s.  In And e rso n Co unty, the  c la ssific a tio n 

g ro up ing s inc lud e  mino r lo c a l, ma jo r lo c a l, c o lle c to r, a nd  a rte ria l ro a d s whic h 

a re  d e fine d  b e lo w.  The se  d e finitio ns c a n b e  use d  in se ve ra l wa ys to  re g ula te  la nd  

use . It is impo rta nt fo r Co unty d e p a rtme nts to  ha ve  c o mmo n d e finitio ns.  

Minor loc a l roa ds a re  d e sig ne d  p rima rily to  a c c e ss a b utting  pro p e rtie s. This 

ro a d  typ e  no rma lly te rmina te s in a  c ul-d e -sa c , lo o p  o r o the r turna ro und , 

with no  mo re  tha n two  a c c e ss p o ints.  The se  ro a d s a re  g e ne ra lly tho ug ht o f 

a s ne ig hb o rho o d  o r sub d ivisio n ro a d s.  The  ma ximum ADT (a ve ra g e  d a ily 

trip s) is 500 trip s fo r o ne  a c c e ss p o int. The  ma ximum ADT is 1000 trip s fo r two  

a c c e ss p o ints. 

Ma jor loc a l roa ds a re  d e sig ne d  to  a c c e ss a b utting  p ro p e rtie s. This ro ad  

typ e  is c ha ra c te rize d  a s o ne  ha ving  two  o r mo re  a c c e ss p o ints a nd  

re c e iving  tra ffic  fro m mino r lo c a l ro a d s.  The se  ro a d s a re  g e ne ra lly kno wn 

a s fa rm-to -ma rke t ro a d s.  The y a re  no t suita b le  fo r la rg e  tra ffic  g e ne ra to rs 

o r a ttra c to rs witho ut ma jo r up g ra d e s.  The  ma ximum ADT is 1600 trip s. 

Colle c tor roa ds c o nne c t lo c a l a c c e ss ro a d s to  the  hig hwa y syste ms 

ma jo r a nd  hig h-sp e e d  a rte ria l ro a d s. The y p ro vid e  b o th la nd  a c c e ss a nd  

tra ffic  se rvic e  fo r re sid e ntia l sub d ivisio ns, c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l a re a s. 

Co lle c to r ro a d s fo rm b a rrie rs b e twe e n ne ig hb o rho o d s a nd  a re  d e sig ne d  

fo r hig he r sp e e d s a nd  tra ffic  vo lume s tha n mino r o r ma jo r lo c a l ro a d s a nd  

sha ll no t b e  d e sig ne d  a s a  c ul-d e -sa c .  Op timum p ro p e rty a c c e ss is 

c o ntro lle d  so  a s no t to  d e te rio ra te  the  c a rrying  c a p a c ity o f the  ro a d .  The re  

is no  ma ximum ADT. 

Arte ria l roa ds a re  d e sig ne d  to  c a rry thru tra ffic  a nd  intra -c o unty tra ffic . 

Arte ria l ro a d s a re  c ha ra c te rize d  a s ha ving  a c c e ss c o ntro l, c ha nne lize d  

inte rse c tio ns, re stric te d  p a rking  a nd  sig na liza tio n. The  c o nc e p t o f se rvic e  

to  a b utting  la nd  is sub o rd ina te  to  the  p ro visio n o f tra ve l se rvic e . The  

c a rrying  c a p a c ity o f the se  ro a d s is p ro te c te d  in the  la nd  use  re g ula tio ns.  

The re  is no  ma ximum ADT. 
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Tra ffic  De nsity 

The  numb e r o f ve hic le s o n the  ro a d s is c e rta inly inc re a sing .  G ro wth in b o th 

re sid e ntia l a nd  b usine ss use s a re  c o ntrib uting  fa c to rs.  The  e c o no mic  p ro sp e rity 

tha t the  Co unty is c urre ntly e xp e rie nc ing  re sults in mo re  tra ffic  issue s a s p e o p le  

c o me  he re  to  live , wo rk, p la y, a nd  d o  b usine ss.  Se e  Tra ffic  De nsity ma p , p a g e  6.  

Tra ffic  in the  urb a n a re a  is the  d e nse st. The  mino r ro a d s d o  no t e sc a p e  the  p e a k 

ho ur c o ng e stio n.  The re  a re  multip le  tra ffic  no d e s thro ug ho ut the  Co unty. 
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Ac c ide nts and Crashe s   

An a na lysis o f Se rio us a nd  Fa ta l Cra she s in And e rso n Co unty is illustra te d  o n the  

ma p  o n p a g e  7.  ACATS, G PATS, ACOG, SCDOT, a nd  the  Co unty’ s e ng ine e rs ma y 

a ssist in p ro vid ing  tra ffic  sa fe ty me a sure s to  a d d re ss the  issue s id e ntifie d  b y this 

ma p .  
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House holds Without a  Ve hic le  

The  ma p  o n p a g e  8 sho ws ho use ho ld s b y c e nsus tra c t tha t d o  no t o wn a  ve hic le .  

So me  urb a n a re a s ha ve  a lmo st 50% o f the ir po p ula tio n who  a re  witho ut 

tra nsp o rta tio n.  So me  o utlying  tra c ts ha ve  up  to  27% witho ut c a rs.  Se nio r So lutio ns 

o ffe rs rid e s to  me d ic a l a p p o intme nts, sho p p ing , a nd  o the r ne c e ssa ry trip s fo r a  

fe e .  Me d ic a re  will c o ve r the  fe e  fo r a  me d ic a l visit.  
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SCOR Stra te g ic  Sta te wide  Re silie nc e  a nd Risk Re duc tion Pla n, 2025 Upda te

Ano the r to o l to  a ssist e ng ine e rs with tra ffic  sa fe ty e ffo rts is the  e nha nc e d , hig h-

re so lutio n ro a d wa y e le va tio n inve nto ry tha t is b e ing  c o nd uc te d  b y C le mso n 

Unive rsity with the  sup p o rt o f the  S.C . Eme rg e nc y Ma na g e me nt Divisio n a nd  

SCDOT.  SCO R a lso  pro vid e s the  First Stre e t Risk Fa c to r flo o d  mo d e l (Flo o d  Ve rsio n 

3.0) to  id e ntify p o te ntia l ro a d  flo o d ing  vulne ra b ilitie s o f SC  ro a d s. This va lua b le  

tra nsp o rta tio n re so urc e  will b e  ma d e  p ub lic  a s it is c o mp le te d .

The  Cost of Roa d Ma inte na nc e

And e rso n Co unty’ s mo st va lua b le  a sse t, in te rms o f d o lla rs, is its ro a d  ne two rk.  

He re  in the  Unite d  Sta te s, we  use  ro a d s so  fre q ue ntly tha t we  o fte n ta ke  the m fo r 

g ra nte d  . . . until the y ha ve  ma inte na nc e  a nd  c o ng e stio n issue s.  So me b o d y must

b uild  ro a d s a nd  ma inta in the m fo r the  d ura tio n o f the ir life  c yc le .  The se  p e o p le  

a re  a mo ng  the  fe w who  fully a p p re c ia te  the  c o mp le xity a nd  e xp e nse  o f 

p ro vid ing  ro a d s.

In the  a rtic le  “Ho w Muc h Do e s It Co st to  Build  a  Mile  o f Ro a d ? ”  in Ec o no my, So il 

Sta b iliza tio n, Surfa c e  Ma na g e me nt, Fra nk Elswic k e xp la ins issue s a sso c ia te d  with 

ro a d  c o sts fro m ne w ro a d s o f va rying  size s a nd  to p o g ra p hy to  ma inte na nc e .  He  

sta te s tha t the  “ re a litie s o f ro a d  b uild ing  ha ve  muc h to  d o  with a  numb e r o f 

va ria b le s: lo c a tio n, te rra in, typ e  o f c o nstruc tio n, numb e r o f la ne s, la ne  wid th, 

surfa c e  d ura b ility, a nd  the  numb e r o f b rid g e s, to  na me  a  fe w.”   O f c o urse , it c o sts 

mo re  to  b uild  a  ne w ro a d  tha n to  re ha b ilita te  a n e xisting  ro a d .  It g e ne ra lly c o sts 

mo re  to  b uild  ro a d s in urb a n se tting s tha n in rura l a re a s. The  numb e rs a re  

d a unting .



Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC                                                       10

Mo re  re c e nt c o sts pe r mile  sp e c ific a lly fo r And e rso n Co unty a re fo und  in the  

fo llo wing  ta b le .  The se  fig ure s c a me  fro m the  And e rso n Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Co mmitte e .

Muc h o f the  fund ing  fo r ro a d s in the  U.S. c o me s thro ug h p ro g ra ms sup p o rte d  b y 

the  Hig hwa y Trust Fund .  Ac c o rd ing  to a  re p o rt fro m the  Co mmitte e  o n 

Tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  Infra struc ture  e ntitle d  Running  o n Emp ty: The  Hig hwa y Trust 

Fund , the  HTF wa s e sta b lishe d  in 1956 to  fina nc e  the  Inte rsta te  Hig hwa y Syste m, 

b ut no w sup p o rts b ro a d e r surfa c e  tra nsp o rta tio n, b rid g e s, a nd  p ub lic  tra nsit. 

While  d rive rs p a y a t the  p ump , ta xe s a re  c o lle c te d  b y the  Tre a sury a nd  d istrib ute d  

to  sta te  a nd  lo c a l g o ve rnme nts fo r p ro je c ts. It p ro vid e s a  d e d ic a te d  so urc e  o f 

fund ing  fo r na tio na l infra struc ture , with o ve r 85% o f its re ve nue  c o ming  fro m mo to r 

fue l ta xe s.  To  ke e p  the  fund  so lve nt, Co ng re ss ha s re g ula rly tra nsfe rre d  hund re d s 

o f b illio ns o f d o lla rs fro m the  g e ne ra l ta x re ve nue  into  the  HTF to  fill the  g a p .  With 

ro a d  c o nd itio ns a t a n a ll-time  lo w a nd  HTF d wind ling  in re c e nt ye a rs to  a  le ve l 

ina d e q ua te  to  fulfill e xisting  a p p ro ve d  p ro je c ts, ma ny jurisd ic tio ns a re  se a rc hing  
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fo r a lte rna tive  a nd  inno va tive  wa ys to  ke e p  ro a d s in g o o d  c o nd itio n while  sta ying  

within b ud g e t.   

The  Brid g e s a nd  Sa fe ty Infra struc ture  fo r Co mmunity Suc c e ss Ac t (BASICS Ac t), is 

a  ne w b ip a rtisa n tra nsp o rta tio n b ill re c e ntly intro d uc e d  in Co ng re ss tha t ma ke s 

ta rg e te d  up d a te s to  e xisting  fe d e ra l tra nsp o rta tio n p ro g ra ms to  imp ro ve  

a c c o unta b ility a nd  sp e e d  in d e live ring  lo c a l a nd  re g io na l tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts.  

The  BASICS Ac t re ne ws a nd  up d a te s fe d e ra l surfa c e  tra nsp o rta tio n p ro g ra ms with 

a  fo c us o n lo c a l b rid g e s, ro a d  sa fe ty a nd  c o mmunity-se le c te d  p rio rity 

tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts. The  b ill a lso  stre ng the ns fle xib le  fo rmula  p ro g ra ms fo r lo c a l 

p ro je c ts a nd  b o lste rs re g io na l p la nning  c a p a c ity. Curre nt fe d e ra l tra nsp o rta tio n 

p ro g ra ms e xp ire  o n Se p t. 30, 2026, a nd  Co ng re ss is p re p a ring  to  re ne w surfa c e  

tra nsp o rta tio n p ro g ra ms la te r this ye a r.  "The  b ip a rtisa n BASICS Ac t is a  ma jo r 

a d va nc e  to wa rd  se c uring  c o untie s' a c c e ss to  c ritic a l fe d e ra l tra nsp o rta tio n 

fund ing " a c c o rd ing  to  the  Na tio na l Asso c ia tio n o f Co unty Eng ine e rs (NACE) who  

sa ys the  b ill wo uld  b e tte r a lig n fe d e ra l fund ing  with lo c a l ne e d s a nd  le ve ra g e  the  

e xp e rtise  o f o ur na tio n’ s lo c a l ro a d  p ro fe ssio na ls a c ro ss the  c o untry.  

 

The re  a re  a  numb e r o f ite ms c a rrie d  o ve r fro m p re vio us tra nsp o rta tio n b ills.  The  

FAST Ac t fe d e ra l tra nsp o rta tio n le g isla tio n o utline s se ve ra l p la nning  fa c to rs tha t 

must b e  c o nsid e re d  d uring  the  p la nning  p ro c e ss.  The  fo llo wing  e le ve n p la nning  

fa c to rs a re  use d  to  g uid e  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  p la n: Ec o no mic  Vita lity, Sa fe ty, 

Se c urity, Ac c e ssib ility/ Mo b ility, Enviro nme nt, Co nne c tivity, Effic ie nc y, Syste m 

Pre se rva tio n, Syste m Re silie nc y/ Re lia b ility, Sto rm Wa te r Imp a c ts o n Surfa c e  

Tra nsp o rta tio n, a nd  Tra ve l/ To urism, with the  la tte r thre e  b e ing  ne wly a d d e d  fro m 

the  FAST Ac t le g isla tio n.  Also  p a sse d  a lo ng  fro m MAP-21 le g isla tio n, the  FAST Ac t 

fo c use s o n tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  d e c isio n ma king  tha t is p e rfo rma nc e  b a se d .  

This me a ns a g e nc ie s invo lve d  in tra nsp o rta tio n will inve st re so urc e s in p ro je c ts tha t 

a re  tie d  to  ta rg e ts tha t ma ke  p ro g re ss to wa rd  the se  na tio na l g o a ls fo r a  

“ p e rfo rma nc e -d rive n, o utc o me -b a se d  a p p ro a c h to  p la nning .”  

 

Alte rna tive  Mode s of Tra nsporta tion 

Eve n tho ug h Co unty re sid e nts a re  a lmo st so le ly d e p e nd e nt o n a uto mo b ile s fo r 

the ir tra nsp o rta tio n ne e d s, the re  a re  tho se  who  d o  no t ha ve  a c c e ss to  

tra nsp o rta tio n.  The  Tra nsp o rta tio n Pa rtne rs ne e d  to  se e k o p p o rtunitie s to  e xp a nd  
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tra nsit a nd  o the r a lte rna tive  tra nsp o rta tio n fo r tho se  und e rse rve d .  Alte rna tive  

tra nsp o rta tio n a lso  p ro vid e s a ir q ua lity b e ne fits, a  re d uc tio n in ve hic le  mile s 

tra ve le d , a nd  o p p o rtunitie s to  b e  a c tive .  Sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l fund ing  is a va ila b le , 

b ut mo st g ra nts re q uire  a  lo c a l ma tc h. 

 

Whe n re se a rc hing  the  mo st vib ra nt c o mmunitie s in the  c o untry, a  va rie ty o f 

tra nsp o rta tio n mo d e s a re  a va ila b le , suc h a s wa lking , c yc ling , tra ins, stre e tc a rs, 

tro lle ys a nd  b use s.  In re c e nt ye a rs, the  d e ma nd  fo r mo re  mo d e s o f tra nsp o rta tio n 

ha s rise n ste a d ily. While  the  ma jo rity o f re sid e nts use  p e rso na l a uto mo b ile s, the re  

is ma jo r inte re st in wa lka b le  c o mmunitie s, inc lud ing  sid e wa lks, b ic yc le  p a ths, a nd  

c o mp le te  stre e ts.  As the  Co unty g ro ws in p o p ula tio n a nd  d e ve lo p s the  ne c e ssa ry 

c ritic a l ma ss, it will b e  a b le  to  sup p o rt tra nsit a nd  o the r mo d e s o f tra nspo rta tio n 

e njo ye d  b y la rg e r, d e nse r c o mmunitie s.   

 

In 2015 in the  Unite d  Sta te s, c o mmuting  in slo w-mo ving  rush ho ur tra ffic  re le a se d  

56 b illio n p o und s o f CO 2 into  the  a ir, use d  a n a d d itio na l 3.1 b illio n g a llo ns o f g a s, 

a nd  c o st the  e c o no my $160 b illio n in p ro d uc tivity lo sse s.  The re  is no  sp e c ific  

b re a kd o wn o f this info rma tio n fo r And e rso n Co unty.  (The  Ne w Urb a n So c io lo g y) 

 

Public  Tra nsit 

Tra nsit se rvic e  p ro vid e s a n imp o rta nt a lte rna tive  to  a uto mo b ile  tra ve l a nd  in ma ny 

c a se s is the  o nly a va ila b le  tra nsp o rta tio n o p tio n fo r re sid e nts who  c a nno t a ffo rd  

a  c a r o r d o  no t ha ve  the  a b ility to  d rive .  And e rso n Co unty c urre ntly c o lla b o ra te s 

with the  C ity o f And e rso n to  p ro vid e  tra nsit se rvic e s within the  Co unty.  Ele c tric  

C ity Tra nsit o p e ra te s the  syste m. This se rvic e  is sup p o rte d  b y lo c a l, sta te  a nd  

fe d e ra l fund s. In a d d itio n, C le mso n Are a  Tra nsit (CAT) se rve s the  To wn o f 

Pe nd le to n with the  Pe nd le to n/ Tri Co unty Te c hnic a l Co lle g e  ro ute  kno wn a s the  

Purp le  Ro ute .  Se e  ma p , p a g e  14. 

In the  unse rve d  a nd  und e rse rve d  a re a s o f And e rso n Co unty, suc h a s Iva , Pe lze r, 

Sta rr, a nd  Willia msto n, Se nio r So lutio ns is a va ila b le  fo r p ub lic  tra nsp o rta tio n to  

tho se  a re a s no t c urre ntly se rve d  b y re g ula r tra nsit ro ute s. Se nio r So lutio ns is a  no n-

p ro fit o rg a niza tio n tha t p ro vid e s rid e s to  me d ic a l a p p o intme nts a nd  va rio us 

e rra nd s fo r se nio rs a nd  o the rs fo r a  fe e .  

Be c a use  o f the  ra p id  p o p ula tio n g ro wth in no rthe rn And e rso n Co unty, 
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Po wd e rsville / Pie d mo nt, a nd  the  SC-81 c o rrid o r ha s b e e n ta rg e te d  fo r b us ra p id  

tra nsit (BRT) se rvic e . This se rvic e  c o uld  po te ntia lly c o nne c t with G re e nlink o n SC-

153.   

 

 

Pe de stria n Pa ths, Bic yc le  Ne tworks, and Walking  Trails 

Bic yc le s a re  a n a lte rna tive  mo d e  o f tra nsp o rta tio n utilize d  fo r e nviro nme nta l 

a nd  he a lth b e ne fits. Whe n g re e nwa ys a re  inte ntio na lly c o nne c te d  with b ike  

la ne s a nd  p a ths, the y func tio n a s a me nitie s fo r c o mmuting  c yc lists.  Furthe rmo re , 

whe n g re e nwa ys, b ike  p a ths, wa lking  tra ils, a nd  p ub lic  tra nsp o rta tio n a re  

c o nne c te d , the y c re a te  inte rmo d a l tra nsp o rta tio n o p po rtunitie s. 

The  C ity o f And e rso n tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  re c re a tio n ne two rk p la ns to  inc lud e  a n 

a d d itio na l 14 mile s o f g re e nwa ys a nd  10 mile s o f b ike  la ne s a nd  p a ths, 

c o nne c ting  ke y d e stina tio ns suc h a s AnMe d  He a lth No rth Ca mp us, And e rso n 

Unive rsity a nd  the  Ele c tric  C ity Tra nsit Tra nsfe r Ce nte r.  The  c urre nt multi-use  p a th 
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p a ra lle ls the  Ea st-We st Pa rkwa y a nd  ha s the  p o te ntia l to  c o nne c t with the  C ity’ s 

p ro p o se d  multi-use  pa ths b o th to  the  e a st a nd  we st. The  e a st sid e  multi-use  p a th 

c o uld  c o nne c t to  AnMe d  He a lth No rth Ca mp us o n Hig hwa y 81 a nd  the  

And e rso n Sp o rts a nd  Ente rta inme nt Ce nte r c o uld  c o nne c t o n the  we ste rn e nd  

o f the  Pa rkwa y.  

The  Ro c ky Rive r Co nse rva nc y is a  no n-p ro fit g ro up  c o lla b o ra ting  with the  C ity o f 

And e rso n, And e rso n Co unty, And e rso n Unive rsity, a nd  o the r c o mmunity p a rtne rs 

to  p ro vid e  g re e n spa c e . The  Co nse rva nc y se e ks to  c o nne c t with o the r p la nne d  

c o mmunity re c re a tio na l a nd  e nviro nme nta l re so urc e s to  p ro vid e  a  

c o mp re he nsive  ne two rk o f uniq ue  tra ils.

And e rso n Co unty ha s multip le  hiking  

tra ils, inc lud ing  tho se  a t C le mso n 

Unive rsity Exp e rime nta l Fo re st, 

Ha rtwe ll Da m a nd  Pine  G ro ve . The  

Co unty ha s a  mo unta in b ike  tra il 

lo c a te d  in Sa d le r’ s Cre e k Sta te  

Re c re a tio n Are a  a nd  sha re s a  multi-

use  p a th with Pic ke ns Co unty a t 

Fa nt’ s Gro ve .

And e rso n Co unty e xp e c ts to  

e xp a nd  b ike  a nd  p e d e stria n 

fa c ilitie s a s fund s b e c o me  a va ila b le , 

usua lly thro ug h g ra nts, p riva te  

d o na tio ns, a nd  no n-p ro fit o rg a niza tio ns.  All e xisting  a nd  p ro p o se d  fa c ilitie s 

re q uire  ma p p ing  so  c o nne c tio n o p p o rtunitie s a re  c le a r.  Prio ritie s fo r p ub lic ly 

fund e d  tra ils will b e  d e c id e d  thro ug h the  lo c a l tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  p ro c e ss.

Fre ig ht – Truc king , Ra il, a nd Air

Fre ig ht a c tivitie s a re  vita l to  the  e c o no mic  he a lth o f And e rso n Co unty.  Na tio na l 

a nd  sta te  d a ta  ind ic a te  a  c o ntinue d  inc re a se  in fre ig ht tra ffic , e sp e c ia lly o n U.S. 

hig hwa ys a nd inte rsta te s. With a c c e ss to ma jo r sta te  hig hwa ys, inte rsta te s, ra il,

a nd  a via tio n, lo c a l g o ve rnme nts must c o nsid e r wa ys to  imp ro ve  fre ig ht 

mo ve me nt a nd  ma inta in a d e q ua te  fre ig ht a c c e ss.

In So uth Ca ro lina , the  truc king  ind ustry d o mina te s the  mo ve me nt o f mo st typ e s o f 

fre ig ht.  Truc king  ha s se e n ra p id  g ro wth o ve r ra il d ue  to  its sp e e d , re lia b ility, 
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fle xib ility a nd  the  c a p a c ity to  me e t surg e s in d e ma nd . Ac c o rd ing  to  the  So uth 

Ca ro lina  Truc king  Asso c ia tio n, ne a rly 80% o f the  c o mmunitie s in So uth Ca ro lina  

a re  se rve d  b y truc ks e xc lusive ly, a nd  truc ks c a rry 93.8% o f a ll ma nufa c ture d  fre ig ht 

tra nsp o rte d  in So uth Ca ro lina  (148,900 to ns p e r d a y). Me d ium a nd  la rg e  truc ks 

a c c o unt fo r a b o ut 3% o f a ll ve hic le s in the  sta te  a c c o rd ing  to  the  So uth Ca ro lina  

2020 Sta te  Ra il Pla n. 

Truc king  is ve ry stro ng  in So uth Ca ro lina , b ut ra il re ma ins a n inte g ra l p a rt o f the  

fre ig ht p ic ture .  Se ve ra l ra ilro a d s o p e ra te  a nd  ma inta in c o rrid o rs in the  Up sta te  

re g io n. G re e nville  a nd  We ste rn Ra ilwa y Co mp a ny (G RLW) is a  C la ss III c a rrie r, 

whic h a c q uire d  a  13 mile -lo ng  CSXT line  se g me nt fro m Pe lze r to  Be lto n. The  

ra ilro a d  inte rc ha ng e s tra ffic  with CSXT a t Pe lze r a nd  with the  Pic ke ns Ra ilro a d  

Co mp a ny in Be lto n, whic h a lso  p ro vid e s a c c e ss to  No rfo lk So uthe rn (NS).  Pic ke ns 

Ra ilwa y Co mp a ny c o nsists o f two  se p a ra te  o p e ra tio ns lo c a te d  in the  Up sta te ; the  

o rig ina l Pic ke ns Ra ilro a d  (PICK) a nd  Ho ne a  Pa th’ s Divisio n (PKHP).  PKHP is a  

c o mb ina tio n o f NS a nd  CSXT b ra nc h line s lo c a te d  in And e rso n Co unty running  

fro m And e rso n to  Ho ne a  Pa th, via  Be lto n, whic h is 28.5 mile s. Bo th ra ilro a d s’  

ship p e rs inc lud e  ma jo r ind ustrie s in And e rso n Co unty. 

The  So uth Ca ro lina  Inla nd  Po rt o p e ne d  in Oc to b e r 2013, e xte nd ing  the  Po rt o f 

Cha rle sto n’ s re a c h 212 mile s inla nd  to  Gre e r, S.C ., p ro vid ing  ship p e rs with a c c e ss 

to  mo re  tha n 95 millio n c o nsume rs within a  o ne -d a y d rive . No rfo lk So uthe rn se rve s 

the  inla nd  p o rt thro ug h its ma in ra il line , a nd  the  fa c ility is p o sitio ne d  a lo ng  the  

Inte rsta te  85 c o rrid o r b e twe e n Cha rlo tte  a nd  Atla nta , whe re  No rfo lk So uthe rn 

o p e ra te s a d d itio na l ra il ya rd s. 

The re  is no  p a sse ng e r ra il se rvic e  in And e rso n Co unty.  Amtra k Cre sc e nt p a sse ng e r 

tra ins p ro vid e  the  c lo se st tra in se rvic e  with ro ute s running  a lo ng  the  e a st c o a st 

fro m Ne w Yo rk to  Ne w Orle a ns. The  ne a re st sta tio n is lo c a te d  in C le mso n, So uth 

Ca ro lina .  

And e rso n Co unty o wns a nd  o p e ra te s the  And e rso n Re g io na l Airp o rt whic h ha s 

two  a sp ha lt runwa ys me a suring  6,000 fe e t lo ng  b y 150 fe e t wid e  a nd  4,996 fe e t 

lo ng  b y 150 fe e t wid e .  Ove rsig ht is p ro vid e d  b y the  Airp o rt Ad viso ry Bo a rd , the  

me mb e rs o f whic h a re  a p p o inte d  b y Co unty Co unc il. Fina nc ia lly, the  a irp o rt 

o p e ra te s a s a  sp e c ia l re ve nue  fund . The  And e rso n Re g io na l Airp o rt se rve s the  

c itize ns, visito rs a nd  b usine sse s o f And e rso n Co unty a nd  surro und ing  a re a s.  
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As o ne  o f the  sta te ’ s b usie st g e ne ra l 

a via tio n a irp o rts, And e rso n Re g io na l 

Airp o rt, ma inta ins a  five -ye a r Ca p ita l 

Imp ro ve me nt Pla n.  The  Airp o rt is 

p o sitio ne d  to  upd a te  its Ma ste r Pla n 

with the  So uth Ca ro lina  Ae ro na utic s 

Co mmissio n’ s a ssista nc e .  It ha s 

re c e ntly o p e ne d  a  sta te -o f-the -a rt 

te rmina l to  e xp a nd  se rvic e s a nd  to  

sup p o rt e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt. 

 

Tra nsporta tion Pa rtne rs 

The  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt o f the  2026 And e rso n Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Pla n 

ta ke s into  a c c o unt the  ACATS, G PATS, a nd  ACOG Lo ng -Ra ng e  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Pla ns (LRTP) a nd  Tra nsp o rta tio n Imp ro ve me nt Pla ns (TIP).  Ap p e nd ix H inc lud e s 

links to  the se  p la ns tha t a re  p e rio d ic a lly up d a te d .  SCDOT’ s Sta te  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Imp ro ve me nt Pla n (STIP) is inc lud e d , a s we ll a s the  Co unty’ s p la ns fo r its ro a d s.  The  

STIP inc lud e s a ll sta te  ro a d  p ro je c ts tha t re c e ive  Re g io na l Mo b ility fund ing .  Se e  

the  ma p  o n p a g e  19. The  fo c us is o n ro a d  imp ro ve me nts, b ut c o nsid e ra tio n is 

g ive n to  multi-mo d a l tra nsp o rta tio n in the  Alte rna tive  Mo d e s o f Tra nsp o rta tio n 

se c tio n a b o ve .  The  TIPs use  a  fisc a lly c o nstra ine d  a p p ro a c h to  b a la nc e  ra p id  

d e ve lo p me nt with infra struc ture  ne e d s. If p ro je c ts a p p e a r in the  STIP, the y ha ve  

b e e n fund e d .  Tho se  p ro je c ts in the  LRTP a re  imp o rta nt b ut a re  no t mo ve d  into  

the  TIP until fund ing  b e c o me s a va ila b le .  Prio ritie s ma y c ha ng e  fo r the  p ro je c ts in 

the  LRTP b e fo re  the  fund ing  b e c o me s a va ila b le .  LRTPs usua lly ha ve  a  20-25-ye a r 

ho rizo n.  Fund ing  sta te  ro a d  p ro je c ts is a  lo ng , a rd uo us p ro c e ss.  De sc rip tio ns o f 

the  p a rtne rs fo llo w. 

 

Ande rson County Roa ds a nd Bridg e s De pa rtme nt 

The  Co unty o wns 1,554 c e nte rline  mile s o f ro a d s, 160 ve hic le  b rid g e s (55 o f whic h 

a re  we ig ht-limite d ), a nd  865 la rg e  d ra ina g e  c ulve rts (36 inc he s o r la rg e r).  The se  

a re  lo c a l ro a d s a nd  b rid g e s tha t a re  the  re sp o nsib ility o f And e rso n Co unty a nd  

no t ma inta ine d  b y Sta te  o r Fe d e ra l a g e nc ie s.  Ma ny o f the  Co unty’ s ro a d s a nd  

b rid g e s we re  c o nstruc te d  in the  1950s a nd  1960s a nd  a re  no w d e te rio ra ting . Also , 

the  ma jo rity o f o ld e r e xisting  c ulve rts we re  c o nstruc te d  o f me ta l whic h ha s a  muc h 
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sho rte r life  sp a n tha n the  c o nc re te  c ulve rts typ ic a lly use d  to d a y.  The  And e rso n 

Co unty Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De p a rtme nt c o ntinue s to  inve nto ry a nd  insp e c t ro a d s, 

c ulve rts, a nd  b rid g e s while  ra ting  the m a c c o rd ing  to  c o nd itio n, sa fe ty, a nd  

imp ro ve me nts re q uire d . Co unty ro a d s, b rid g e s, a nd  c ulve rts a re  c urre ntly in 

ma inte na nc e  mo d e  d ue  to  limite d  fund ing . The re  a re  no  Co unty-fund e d  ro a d  

p ro je c ts p la nne d  o utsid e  o f re q uire d  ma inte na nc e  fo r the  fo re se e a b le  future .  

67% o f the  g a s ta x fund ing  is sp e nt o n Co unty Ro a d s.  Se e  the  se c tio n b e lo w tha t 

d isc usse s the  Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmissio n (CTC).   

And e rso n Co unty q ua lifie s fo r g ra nts to  he lp  with p la nning  a nd  p ro je c ts.  The  

Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s sta ff re c e ntly c o mp le te d  a  Sa fe  Stre e ts fo r All (SS4A) Sa fe ty 

Ac tio n Pla n.  This p la n ma ke s And e rso n Co unty e lig ib le  to  se e k va rio us a d d itio na l 

fund ing .  It re sulte d  in two  g ra nt a wa rd s fro m the  US De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n-

-$200,000 to  d e ve lo p  the  Pla n a nd  $529,600 to  b e  use d  to  p ilo t a  p ro g ra m to  

sup p o rt first re sp o nd e rs o n ro ute  to  a n e me rg e nc y o r tra nsp o rting  a  p a tie nt.  This 

d e vic e  (Eme rg e nc y Ve hic le  Pre e mp tio n – EVP) inte rrup ts the  no rma l o p e ra tio ns 

a t a  tra ffic  sig na l to  p ro vid e  a  g re e n sig na l fo r a p p ro a c hing  e me rg e nc y ve hic le s 

p ro vid e  a  c le a r p a th witho ut c o nflic ts, so  e me rg e nc y ve hic le s d o  no t ha ve  to  run 

a  re d  lig ht.  Se e  the  Ap p e nd ix fo r a  link to  And e rso n Co unty Sa fe  Stre e ts fo r All 

Pla n. 

In te rms o f ne w d e ve lo p me nt ve rsus ma inte na nc e , the  Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s 

De p a rtme nt sp e nd s a p p ro xima te ly 15-20% o f its time  o n ne w d e ve lo p me nt a nd  

80% o n ma inte na nc e .  The  De p a rtme nt a lso  a ssists munic ip a litie s with p o tho le s, 

sink ho le s, ma inte na nc e , a nd  ro a d  sig ns. 

Va rio us And e rso n Co unty re p re se nta tive s p a rtic ip a te  in ACOG a nd  MPO Po lic y 

Co mmitte e s a nd  Stud y Te a m Me e ting s.  The y a re  re sp o nsib le  fo r the  And e rso n 

Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmitte e  (ACTC), a s we ll. 

 

Ande rson County Tra nsporta tion Committe e   

Ea c h Co unty’ s Le g isla tive  De le g a tio n Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmitte e  p ro vid e s fund ing  

fo r va rio us tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts within its jurisd ic tio n. The  Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Co mmitte e s a re  fund e d  thro ug h g a s ta x re ve nue . Anyo ne  ma y a p p ro a c h the ir 

Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmitte e  a nd  re q ue st fund ing  fo r a  p ro je c t, suc h a s a n 

inte rse c tio n sa fe ty p ro je c t, a  sid e wa lk, a  ro a d  imp ro ve me nt, o r a no the r typ e  o f 
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tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c t. 

“ C”  Fund s c o nsist o f mo ne y re turne d  to  And e rso n Co unty fro m 3.99 c e nts p e r 

g a llo n o f the  Sta te ’ s g a so line  ta x d istrib ute d  to  the  c o untie s b a se d  o n la nd  a re a , 

p o p ula tio n, a nd  rura l ro a d  mile a g e .  The  Co unty must sp e nd  33% o f the se  fund s 

o n Sta te  ro a d s. The  1.33 c e nts p e r g a llo n a d d itio na l ta x la st a d d e d  must b e  use d  

fo r re p a irs, ma inte na nc e , a nd  imp ro ve me nts to  Sta te  Ro a d s a nd  will b e  c re d ite d  

to wa rd  the  33% Sta te  hig hwa y syste m fund ing  re q uire me nt.  The  Co unty 

Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmitte e  se le c ts the  p ro je c ts.  The  fo llo wing  ta b le  g ive s a n id e a  

o f the  fund ing  p ro vid e d  to  a nd  d istrib ute d  b y the  ACTC. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA "C" PROG RAM 

FORECASTED APPORTIONMENT OF FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-25 
This c ha rt inc lude s (1) p ro je c te d  a p po rtio nme nt o f $115,562,00.00, (2) a  $20,500,000.00 Do no r Bo nus, a nd  (3) a  no n-

re c urring  e a rma rk o f $200,000,000.00 

Co unty 

Ap p o rtio nme nt Fo re c a st 

Do no r Bo nus 

Ap p o rtio nme nt 

Fo re c a st + 

Do no r Bo nus 

$200 Millio n   

No n-

Re c urring  

Distrib utio n 

To ta l Fo re c a st 

(Ap p o rtio nme nt 

+ Do no r Bo nus + 

No nre c urring  

Distrib utio n) 

Pe rc e nt Amo unt 

And e rso n 3.49% $4,038,300.00  $ 562,362.71    $4,600,662.71      $6,988,900.00   $11,589,562.71      

So urc e : Total C Fund Distribution - FY 24-25 PDF (www.scdot.org) (http s:/ / www.sc d o t.o rg / c o nte nt/ d a m/  sc d o t-

le g a c y/ p e rfo rma nc e / p d f/ re p o rts/ To ta l%20C%20Fund %20Distrib utio n%20-%20FY%2024-25.p d f)  

 

South Ca rolina  De pa rtme nt of Tra nsporta tion (SCDOT) 

The  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n (SCDOT) o p e ra te s a nd  

ma inta ins a p p ro xima te ly 1,337 mile s o f ro a d s in And e rso n Co unty.  The  Co unty 

c o nta ins 36 mile s o f Inte rsta te  85 fro nta g e  with te n inte rc ha ng e s.  In a d d itio n to  its 

o wn ro a d  p la ns, It o ve rse e s the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  tra nsp o rta tio n p la ns o f 

G PATS, ACATS, a nd  ACOG  und e r the  Re g io na l Mo b ility Pro g ra m a nd  the  

Tra nsp o rta tio n Alte rna tive s Pro g ra m whic h a re  the  fund s with the  mo st lo c a l inp ut. 

Se e  the  Ap p e nd ix fo r a  link to  SCDOT Pla ns. 
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SCDOT Roa d Proje c ts in Ande rson County

So urc e : SCDOT We b site , SCDOT Pro g ra mme d  Pro je c t Vie we r, July 24, 2025 

Munic ipa litie s

The  nine  ind e p e nd e nt munic ip a litie s within And e rso n Co unty a lso  o wn a nd  

ma inta in a b o ut 200 mile s o f ro a d s, a lo ng  with multip le  b rid g e s.  The y a re  e lig ib le  

fo r a  p o rtio n o f the  Co unty’ s C  Fund s a nd , if lo c a te d  within the  MPOs if the  ro a d  

b e lo ng s to  the  Sta te , the y a re  a lso  e lig ib le  fo r tho se  d o lla rs.

The  re ma ining  p a rtne rs a re  GPATS, ACATS a nd  ACOG.  The  map  o n pa g e  21 sho ws 

the ir jurisd ic tio ns insid e  a nd  o utside  o f Ande rso n Co unty.  The  ma p  g ive s a n ide a  o f 

the  c o mpe titio n fo r fund ing .  The  pa rtne rs a nd  the ir pro g ra ms a nd  fund ing  a re  

d e sc rib e d  in this se c tio n.

Ande rson Cle mson Are a  Tra nsporta tion Study (ACATS)

ACATS is a  Me tro po lita n Pla nning  O rg a niza tio n o p e ra ting  in And e rso n a nd  

Pic ke ns Co untie s.  It is ho use d  in the  C ity o f And e rso n Pla nning  De p a rtme nt.  The

ACATS Po lic y Co mmitte e  a p p ro ve s the  sc he d uling  o f p ro je c ts, the  a llo c a tio n o f 
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fund s, a nd  g uid e s the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  re g io n’ s tra nsp o rta tio n infra struc ture . 

This inc lud e s, b ut is no t e xc lusive  to , ro a d s a nd  hig hwa ys, ma ss tra nsit, b ic yc le  a nd  

p e d e stria n fa c ilitie s, a nd  fre ig ht.  The  Lo ng  Ra ng e  Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n (LRTP), the  

Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n (TIP), a nd  the  Unifie d  Pla nning  Wo rk Pro g ra m g uid e  ACATS 

o p e ra tio ns.  

ACATS is re sp o nsib le  fo r c o nd uc ting  re g io na l tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  a nd  

o ve rse e ing  tra nsp o rta tio n inve stme nts. It is invo lve d  in tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts tha t 

utilize  fe d e ra l fund ing  within the  b o und a ry a re a .  Only ro a d s tha t a re  c o nsid e re d  

“ fe d e ra l a id -e lig ib le ”  a re  inc lud e d  in the  ACATS ne two rk. The se  ro a d s typ ic a lly d o  

no t inc lud e  sub d ivisio n ro a d s a nd  sma lle r lo c a l ro a d s a s the se  a re  g e ne ra lly 

o wne d  b y Ande rso n Co unty o r o ne  o f its munic ipa litie s. 

ACATS wo rks with ro a d  p ro je c ts, sa fe ty p ro je c ts, b ic yc le  a nd  pe d e stria n p ro je c ts, 

a nd  p ub lic  tra nsit.  It p ro vid e s sta ff a nd  te c hnic a l a ssista nc e  with a  numb e r o f 

lo c a l p la ns, p ro je c ts, a nd  initia tive s, a nd  a lso  p ro vid e s fund ing  to  o the r a g e nc ie s 

to  c a rry o ut tra nsp o rta tio n-re la te d  stud ie s.  

Se e  the  Ap p e nd ix fo r links to  ACATS Pla ns. 

 

Gre e nville  Pic ke ns Are a  Tra nsporta tion Study (GPATS)  

The  G re e nville -Pic ke ns Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (G PATS) is a  sp e c ia l 

Me tro p o lita n Pla nning  Org a niza tio n c a lle d  a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma na g e me nt Are a  

(TMA), fo r the  G re e nville  Urb a nize d  Are a . G PATS c o ve rs a  sig nific a nt p o rtio n o f 

G re e nville  Co unty a nd  Pic ke ns Co unty, a nd  sma lle r p o rtio ns o f And e rso n, La ure ns, 

a nd  Sp a rta nb urg  c o untie s. It is ho use d  in the  G re e nville  Co unty Pla nning  

De p a rtme nt.   

The  p rima ry ro le  o f GPATS is to  b e  the  d e sig na te d  re c ip ie nt o f a ll Sta te  a nd  Fe d e ra l 

fund s fo r tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts in the  G re e nville  Urb a nize d  Are a . It o p e ra te s 

virtua lly the  sa me  wa y ACATS o p e ra te s.  The  UPWP, the  LRTP a nd  the  TIP a re  

re q uire d .  G PATS c o ntro ls its o wn Tra nsp o rta tio n Alte rna tive s Pro g ra m fund ing . 

Se e  the  Ap p e nd ix fo r links to  G PATS Pla ns. 

 

Appa la c hia n Counc il of Gove rnme nts (ACOG) 

The  Ap p a la c hia n Co unc il o f G o ve rnme nts (ACOG ) is the  d e sig na te d  a g e nc y fo r 

rura l tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  in the  re g io n. The  ACOG  is re spo nsib le  fo r the  upd a te  
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a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  LRTP a nd  TIP fo r the  rura l a re a s o utsid e  o f the  G PATS a nd  

ACATS jurisd ic tio ns. 

The  ma p  o n pa g e  21d e p ic ts the  GPATS, ACATS, a nd  ACOG a re a s within Ande rso n 

Co unty. Give n tha t e a c h e ntity p la ns fo r tra nspo rta tio n in the ir g e o g ra phic  a re a , 

the re  must b e  a  g re a t de a l o f c o lla b o ra tio n a nd  c o o rd ina tio n.  

The  ACOG ’ s LRTP stud y a re a  fo r And e rso n Co unty is d e p ic te d  o n the  ma p  o n 

p a g e  22.  It is the  a re a  no t se rve d  b y ACATS o r GPATS.  The  e ntire  ACOG a re a  

e nc o mp a sse s six Up sta te  c o untie s.  The re  is muc h c o mp e titio n fo r ACOG ’ s 

tra nsp o rta tio n fund s a nd , like wise , muc h c o mp e titio n fo r GPATS fund s.   

Se e  the  Ap p e nd ix fo r a  link to  ACOG ’ s Pla ns. 
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MAJOR STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING  

The  So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n (SCDOT), the  And e rso n 

C le mso n Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (a  Me tro po lita n Pla nning  Org a niza tio n 

(MPO)), the  G re e nville  Pic ke ns Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (a  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Ma na g e me nt Are a  (TMA) whic h is sp e c ia l typ e  o f MPO), the  Ap p a la c hia n 

Co unc il o f Go ve rnme nts (ACOG ), a nd  the  Co unty itse lf, wo rk to g e the r to  e nsure  

tha t the  ro a d  ne two rk o p e ra te s e ffic ie ntly.  This intric a te  p a rtne rship  p la ns a nd  

imp le me nts ro a d  a nd  o the r tra nsp o rta tio n imp ro ve me nts.  The y ma inta in 

se p a ra te  p la ns a nd  fund ing , b ut the se  p a rtne rs se e k b e tte r tra nsp o rta tio n 

o utc o me s fo r the  Co unty.  

 

Re gional Mobility Funds (forme rly Guide share ) 

Until 2021, the  fund ing  pro g ra m fo r the se  a g e nc ie s wa s c a lle d  the  Fe de ra l 

Guid e sha re  p ro g ra m b ut wa s re na me d  to  the  Re g io na l Mo b ility Pro g ra m. This 

c ha ng e  re fle c ts SCDOT's e ffo rts, in c o o rd ina tio n with COGs a nd  MPOs, to  

re invig o ra te  So uth Ca ro lina ’ s tra nspo rta tio n p la nning  me tho d o lo g y to  fo c us o n a  

mo re  who listic  a ppro a c h to  tra nspo rta tio n. This upd a te  inc lud e s po lic ie s tha t 

e nc o ura g e  c o mple te  stre e ts e ffo rts tha t inc lude  no t o nly ve hic ula r tra nspo rta tio n, 

b ut pe d e stria n a nd  b ic yc le  tra ve l, a s we ll. 

MPO, TMA, a nd  COG p ro je c ts a re  fund e d  thro ug h the  fe d e ra l a nd  sta te  

tra nsp o rta tio n Re g io na l Mo b ility fund s a nd  a llo c a te d  b y SCDOT. The  S.C . 

Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmissio n se ts a sid e  fund ing  fro m FHWA a nd  SCDOT fund s e a c h 

ye a r a nd  d istrib ute s the  mo ne y a mo ng  the  sta te ’ s e le ve n MPOs (inc lud ing  TMAs) 

a nd  te n Co unc ils o f G o ve rnme nts b a se d  o n p o p ula tio n a nd  ve hic le  mile s o f tra ve l 

in e a c h re g io n. The  Re g io na l Mo b ility Pro g ra m se ts the  a nnua l b ud g e t fo r hig hwa y 

imp ro ve me nts within e a c h MPO o r COG , a nd  to ta l p ro je c t c o sts in a ny g ive n ye a r 

no rma lly c a nno t e xc e e d  the  Re g io na l Mo b ility a llo tme nt. 

Ro a d  imp ro ve me nts ma y inc lud e  c o nstruc ting  ro a d s, a d d ing  tra ffic  la ne s to  

e xisting  ro a d s, c o nstruc ting  p a ve d  sho uld e rs, insta lling  tra ffic  sig na ls, 

c o nstruc ting  sid e wa lks o r b ike  la ne s, o r ma king  sa fe ty imp ro ve me nts. Ma jo r 

ma inte na nc e  imp ro ve me nts ma y a lso  b e  inc lud e d , suc h a s re surfa c ing . Ho we ve r, 

mino r ma inte na nc e  a c tivitie s suc h a s p a tc hing  p o tho le s a re  no t fund e d  thro ug h 

the se  a g e nc ie s b ut a re  ha nd le d  d ire c tly b y SCDOT ma inte na nc e  units. 
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Tra nsporta tion Alte rna tive s Prog ra m (TAP) 

The  Tra nsp o rta tio n Alte rna tive s Pro g ra m (TAP), fo rme rly kno wn a s 

Tra nsp o rta tio n Enha nc e me nts (TE), wa s c re a te d  to  he lp  e xp a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n 

c ho ic e s a nd  p ro vid e  fund ing  fo r a c tivitie s tha t a re  o fte n le ft o ut o f 

tra nsp o rta tio n p ro je c ts. Ac tivitie s tha t a re  e lig ib le  fo r TAP fund ing  inc lud e  

p e d e stria n a nd  b ic yc le  fa c ilitie s, Sa fe  Ro ute s to  Sc ho o l imp ro ve me nts, a nd  

p ro je c ts tha t we re  p re vio usly fund e d  b y the  Re c re a tio na l Tra ils Pro g ra m.  

The  Mo ving  Ahe a d  fo r Pro g re ss in the  21st Ce ntury (MAP-21) Hig hwa y 

Autho riza tio n Bill wa s sig ne d  into  la w On July 6, 2012. The  fo rme r Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Enha nc e me nt Pro g ra m, c re a te d  b y the  Inte rmo d a l Surfa c e  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Effic ie nc y Ac t (ISTEA), wa s re b ra nd e d  a s the  Tra nsp o rta tio n Alte rna tive  Pro g ra m 

(TAP) whic h wra p s Tra nsp o rta tio n Enha nc e me nts, Re c re a tio na l Tra ils, a nd  Sa fe  

Ro ute s to  Sc ho o l into  a  sing le  fund ing  so urc e . TAP is fund e d  thro ug h the  Hig hwa y 

Trust Fund . Co untie s c a n a p p ly fo r fund ing  fo r q ua lifie d  p ro je c ts.  Ap p lic a tio ns a re  

ma d e  d ire c tly to  G PATS in its jurisd ic tio n a nd  to  SCDOT fo r the  ACATS jurisd ic tio n.   

TAP g ra nts fund ing  c a n inc lud e  the  fo llo wing  p ro je c t typ e s:   

 Co nstruc tio n, p la nning , a nd  d e sig n o f o n-ro a d  a nd  o ff-ro a d  tra il fa c ilitie s 

fo r p e d e stria ns, b ic yc lists, a nd  o the r no n-mo to rize d  fo rms o f tra nsp o rta tio n. 

 Co nstruc tio n, p la nning , a nd  d e sig n o f o n-ro a d  a nd  o ff-ro a d  tra il fa c ilitie s 

fo r p e d e stria ns, b ic yc lists, a nd  o the r no n-mo to rize d  fo rms o f tra nsp o rta tio n. 

 Any e nviro nme nta l mitig a tio n a c tivity, inc lud ing  p o llutio n p re ve ntio n a nd  

p o llutio n a b a te me nt a c tivitie s a nd  mitig a tio n to  a d d re ss sto rm wa te r 

ma na g e me nt, c o ntro l, a nd  wa te r p o llutio n p re ve ntio n o r a b a te me nt 

re la te d  to  hig hwa y c o nstruc tio n o r d ue  to  hig hwa y runo ff. 

 Co mmunity imp ro ve me nt a c tivitie s, inc lud ing  inve nto ry, c o ntro l, o r 

re mo va l o f o utd o o r a d ve rtising . 

 Histo ric  p re se rva tio n a nd  re ha b ilita tio n o f histo ric  tra nspo rta tio n fa c ilitie s. 

 Re c re a tio na l tra ils p ro g ra m und e r 23 USC 206 

 

Fe de ra l Tra nsit Administra tion Proje c ts 

Fe d e ra l Tra nsit Ad ministra tio n (FTA) Se c tio n 5300 fund s a re  p ro vid e d  to  the  lo c a l 

tra nsit a g e nc ie s b y the  fe d e ra l g o ve rnme nt a nd  funne le d  thro ug h the  MPO/ TMA 

to  p ro vid e  p ub lic  tra nsp o rta tio n se rvic e s.  The  fund s a re  a llo c a te d  b a se d  o n 
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urb a nize d  a re a s. Urb a n fund ing  is a va ila b le  in Se c tio n 5307, whic h c a n b e  use d  

fo r c a p ita l (e .g . p urc ha sing  b use s, b us sto p  she lte rs, c o nstruc tio n o f fa c ilitie s) a nd  

so me  ma inte na nc e  a c tivitie s a nd  up  to  50 p e rc e nt o f the  ne t o p e ra ting  e xp e nse s 

o f the  tra nsit syste m.  The se  fund s a re  use d  fo r Ele c tric  C ity Tra nsit.  The  C le mso n 

Are a  Tra nsit syste m is fund e d  thro ug h stud e nt fe e s. 

 

Sta te  Infra struc ture  Ba nk Pro je c ts 

Lo c a l g o ve rnme nts c a n a c c e ss Sta te  Infra struc ture  Ba nk fund s.  Se c tio n 350 o f the  

Na tio na l Hig hwa y Syste m De sig na tio n Ac t o f 1995 (NHS Ac t) (Pub lic  La w 104-59) 

a utho rize d  the  U.S. De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n (U.S. DOT) to  e sta b lish the  

Sta te  Infra struc ture  Ba nk (SIB) Pilo t Pro g ra m. As a  re sult, the  S. C . G e ne ra l 

Asse mb ly, d uring  its 1997 se ssio n, c re a te d  the  So uth Ca ro lina  Tra nsp o rta tio n 

Infra struc ture  Ba nk (SCTIB) to  se le c t a nd  a ssist in fina nc ing  ma jo r q ua lifie d  p ro je c ts 

b y p ro vid ing  lo a ns a nd  o the r fina nc ia l a ssista nc e  to  g o ve rnme nt units a nd  p riva te  

e ntitie s fo r c o nstruc ting  a nd  imp ro ving  hig hwa y a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n 

fa c ilitie s ne c e ssa ry fo r p ub lic  p urp o se s inc lud ing  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt.  It is a  

re vo lving  fund  fo r fina nc ing  hig hwa y a nd  tra nsit p ro je c ts thro ug h lo a ns a nd  c re d it 

e nha nc e me nt. SIBs a re  d e sig ne d  to  c o mple me nt tra d itio na l Fe d e ra l-a id  hig hwa y 

a nd  tra nsit g ra nts b y p ro vid ing  sta te s with inc re a se d  fle xib ility fo r fina nc ing  

infra struc ture  inve stme nts.  

The  So uth Ca ro lina  SIB is fund e d  thro ug h the  Sta te  G e ne ra l Fund  a s a  o ne -time  

so urc e  o f c a p ita liza tio n, sta te  re c urring  mo nie s whic h inc lud e  a  sha re  o f a  o ne  

c e nt p e r g a llo n g a s ta x (a p p ro xima te ly $22 millio n a nnua lly), a nd  truc k 

re g istra tio n fe e s (a p p ro xima te ly $53 millio n a nnua lly). Othe r so urc e s inc lud e  lo a n 

re p a yme nts fro m the  b o rro we rs a nd  a d d itio na l c o ntrib utio ns fro m SCDOT. 

This Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt is no t me a nt to  b e  a  listing  o f p ro je c ts tha t ha ve  

a lre a d y b e e n b uilt o r a p p ro ve d , b ut a s a  re so urc e  fo r lo o king  fo rwa rd .  The  

tra nsp o rta tio n p a rtne rs in And e rso n Co unty c a n use  this d o c ume nt to  he lp  the m 

und e rsta nd  whe re  the  Co unty sta nd s a nd  ho w to  p lug  into  the  va rio us a sp e c ts o f 

tra nsp o rta tio n p la nning  a nd  imp le me nta tio n within the  Co unty.  The re  a re  a  ho st 

o f stra te g ie s a nd  a c tio ns p re se nte d  b e lo w fo r c o nsid e ra tio n.  The re  a re  links to  the  

a p p ro ve d  tra nsp o rta tio n p la ns a nd  d o c ume nts thro ug ho ut the  Ele me nt a nd  in 

the  Ap p e nd ix. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Guiding  Polic y 

And e rso n Co unty will utilize  a ll to o ls a c c e ssib le  to  it to  e nsure  its to ta l ro a d  ne two rk 

is e ffic ie nt a nd  a s we ll-ma inta ine d  a s it c a n a ffo rd .  It will fully p a rtic ip a te  in the  

d e c isio n-ma king  p ro c e sse s a ffe c ting  the  ne two rk’ s sa fe ty a nd  c o nne c tivity.  

Ro a d  c la ssific a tio ns will b e  c o nsid e re d  whe n re writing  Co unty la nd  use  a nd  

zo ning  re g ula tio ns to  a d d  a  la ye r o f p ro te c tio n fo r a rte ria ls, c o lle c to rs, a nd  lo c a l 

ro a d s. 

 

Re c omme nde d Polic y Champions  

And e rso n Co unty Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De pa rtme nt  

And e rso n Co unty Ad ministra tio n 

And e rso n Co unty Co unc il 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  Co mmissio n 

And e rso n Co unty Pla nning  a nd  Co mmunity De ve lo p me nt De p a rtme nt 

And e rso n Co unty Tra nsp o rta tio n Co mmissio n 

SCDOT 

ACOG 

ACATS 

G PATS 

Munic ip a litie s 

 

Tra nsporta tion Strate g ie s 

Pa rtic ip a te  in a nd  e nd o rse  the  Tra nsp o rta tio n Imp ro ve me nt Pla ns a nd  Lo ng  Ra ng e  

Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla ns fo r ACATS, GPATS, a nd  ACOG.  The  p la ns (Ap p e nd ix H) ha ve  

b e e n a p p ro ve d  b y the  a p p ro p ria te  b o d ie s a nd  a re  inc o rpo ra te d  b y re fe re nc e  

into  the  Co mp re he nsive  Pla n.  Wo rk to wa rd  inte g ra ting  la nd  use  with ro a d , fre ig ht, 

tra nsit, a nd  a c tive  tra nsp o rta tio n imp ro ve me nts, inc lud ing  up g ra d ing  a c c e ss to  

Inte rsta te  85 a nd  e nha nc ing  sa fe ty.  The  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk will e na b le  sa fe  

a c c e ss fo r a ll use rs. Stre e ts will inc lud e  p e d e stria n a c c e ss, la nd sc a p ing , 

stre e tsc a p e , a nd  sig na g e  a s a p p ro p ria te .  Se e k g ra nt fund ing  fo r a lte rna tive  

tra nspo rta tio n o ptio ns in the  wa y o f TAP g ra nts, priva te  fo und a tio n fund s, no n-pro fit 

a ssista nc e , a nd  priva te  fund s.  Sup p o rt p ro g ra ms d e sig ne d  to  imp ro ve  stre e tsc a p e s 

a nd  ro a d  c o rrid o rs, b o th fo r b e tte r visua l a p p e a ra nc e  a nd  imp ro ve d  o p e ra tio ns. 
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Wo rk to  e nsure  the  q ua lity o f the  c urre nt ne two rk is ma inta ine d  to  p ro vid e  ro b ust 

se rvic e  to  re sid e ntia l, c o mme rc ia l, a nd  ind ustria l use s. 

 

Re c omme nde d Ac tions 

 The  Co unty Co unc il a nd  sta ff who  p a rtic ip a te  in Po lic y Co mmitte e s a nd  Stud y 

Te a ms will se ize  o p p o rtunitie s to  a ffe c t ro a d  c o nne c tivity a nd  inte rse c tio n 

imp ro ve me nts. 

 The  Co unty will e sta b lish a n inte rna l c o unty sta ff ne two rk (a nd  the y sha ll b e  a s 

a  c lub  with b ro wnb a g  lunc he s a nd / o r re mo te  me e ting s a nd / o r o ffic ia l d a y 

me e ting s) with a n o ffic ia l MISSION STATEMENT.  The y will b e  c a lle d  the  

a nd  will ho ld  a  to  a na lyze  the  ne two rk 

fo r imp ro ve me nts o n a n o ng o ing  b a sis a nd  wo rk tho se  thro ug h the  lo c a l 

fund ing  me c ha nisms.  The y will ke e p  re c o rd s a nd  info rm p a rtne rs o f the  re sults 

o f the ir a na lyse s a nd  a ny fund ing  o p p o rtunitie s.

 Co unty Co unc il a nd  the  Co unty Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De p a rtme nt will 

c o lla b o ra te  fully with tra nsp o rta tio n p a rtne rs ACATS, G PATS, the  Ap p a la c hia n 

Co unc il o f G o ve rnme nts, SCDOT, munic ip a litie s, a nd  ne ig hb o ring  c o untie s to  

id e ntify impo rta nt tra nsp o rta tio n imp ro ve me nts, with p a rtic ula r a tte ntio n to  

c o nne c tivity.  

 The  Pla nning  a nd  De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s Divisio ns will wo rk with the  LUDO 

c o nsulta nt to  p ro po se  re g ula tio ns to  d ire c t g ro wth to  a re a s with suffic ie nt ro a d  

c a p a c ity a nd  to  minimize  ine ffic ie nt g ro wth p a tte rns. 

 The  Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s sta ff will wo rk with the  Pla nning  Divisio n a nd  the  LUDO 

c o nsulta nt to  d e ve lo p  re g ula tio ns to  mitig a te  the  tra nsp o rta tio n imp a c ts o f 

ne w p ro je c ts o n the  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk thro ug h the  c o nstruc tio n o f turn 

la ne s, ne w la ne s, rig ht-o f-wa y d e d ic a tio n, sid e wa lks a nd  tra ils, sig na liza tio n, 

la nd sc a p ing , o r o the r me a sure s d e e me d  re a so na b le  a nd  a p p ro p ria te .  

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n will g a the r/ d ig itize  d a ta  a nd  ma p  func tio na l 

c la ssific a tio ns, tra ffic  c o unts, p e a k ho ur trip s sho wing  lo c a tio ns o f c o ng e stio n, 

a c c id e nt lo c a tio ns, e tc . c a n re ve a l a  ho st o f issue s a nd  p o ssib le  re me d ie s. 

C lo se r a na lysis o f the  e ntire  ro a d  ne two rk is ne c e ssa ry to  d e te rmine  whe re  

o p e ra tio na l imp ro ve me nts c a n ha p p e n a nd  whe re  va rio us la nd  use s a re  

suita b le  fo r lo c a tio n.

 The  Pla nning  a nd  De ve lo p me nt Sta nd a rd s Divisio ns will wo rk with the  LUDO 



Tra nsp o rta tio n Ele me nt | And e rso n Co unty, SC                                                       27 
 

c o nsulta nt to  write  stro ng e r re g ula tio ns in unzo ne d  a re a s, limit no n-re sid e ntia l 

d e ve lo p me nt o n re sid e ntia l ro a d s, a nd  limit la rg e  tra ffic  g e ne ra to rs/ a ttra c to rs 

o n fa rm-to -ma rke t ro a d s. 

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n a nd  the  Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De p a rtme nt will wo rk with the  

LUDO c o nsulta nt to  write  re g ula tio ns to  p re se rve  ro a d  c a p a c ity b y a d o p ting , 

a p p lying , a nd  e nfo rc ing  re g ula tio ns to  ma na g e  p ro p e rty a c c e ss. 

 Co unty sta ff fro m va rio us d e p a rtme nts will se e k g ra nts fo r p la nning  a nd  

imple me nting  mo b ility pro je c ts. 

 The  Pla nning  Divisio n will id e ntify a nd  link tra nsp o rta tio n e ffo rts with the  

stra te g ie s a nd  re c o mme nd e d  a c tio ns o f the  Ho using , Ec o no mic  

De ve lo p me nt, a nd  La nd  Use  Ele me nts o f this Pla n. 

 Co unty Co unc il will wo rk with SCDOT a nd  the  LUDO c o nsulta nt to  e nha nc e  

"G a te wa ys into  And e rso n." b y re g ula ting  the  a p p e a ra nc e  o f c e rta in ro a d s, 

p e rha p s c a lling  the m a p p e a ra nc e  c o rrid o rs.  Ano the r me tho d  wo uld  b e  to  

inc re a se  sta nd a rd s o n c o lle c to rs a nd / o r a rte ria ls fo r la nd sc a p ing , a rc hite c tura l 

d e sig n, sig ns, e tc .  

 The  Co unty Ro a d s a nd  Brid g e s De p a rtme nt, ACATS, G PATS, a nd  ACOG  will 

a d vo c a te  fo r c o unte rme a sure s to  imp ro ve  sa fe ty a t inte rse c tio ns a s ne e d e d  

c o untywid e :  

-Ro und a b o uts - re d uc e  c o nflic t p o ints (ha ve  re d uc e d  fa ta l c ra she s 100%)  

-Ac c e ss ma na g e me nt – p re se rve s c a rrying  c a p a c ity 

-De sig n a lte rna tive s  

-Imp ro ve d  sig ht d ista nc e   

-Tra ffic  sig na ls  

 Co unty Co unc il will wo rk with ACATS to  p ursue  o p p o rtunitie s to  

e xp a nd / imp ro ve  p ub lic  tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  o the r a lte rna tive s (i.e . sid e wa lks, 

b ike wa ys), a s fund ing  a llo ws, fo r tho se  re sid e nts who  d o  no t ha ve  a uto mo b ile s. 
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g isla tio n%2C%E2%80%9D%20sa id %20Cha se . 

Co unty Pro je c ts Summary Re po rt STIP 2024-2033. So uth Ca ro lina  De p a rtme nt o f 

Tra nsp o rta tio n, 

e stip .a p p s.sc d o t.o rg / d o wnlo a d s/ And e rso n.html? _=%201772678589132. 

Elswic k, Fra nk. “Ho w Muc h Do e s It Co st to  Build  a  Mile  o f Ro a d ?  | Mid we st 

Ind ustria l Sup p ly.”  Midwe st Industria l Sup p ly, 5 Ja n. 2016, 

b lo g .mid we stind .c o m/ c o st-o f-b uild ing -ro a d / . 

“ Running  o n Emp ty: The  Hig hwa y Trust Fund  | Tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  Infra struc ture  

Co mmitte e .”  Co mmitte e  o n Tra nsp o rta tio n a nd Infra struc ture , 18 Oc t. 

2023, 

tra nsp o rta tio n.ho use .g o v/ c a le nd a r/ e ve ntsing le .a sp x? Eve ntID=406894. 

Ac c e sse d  23 Fe b . 2026. 

SCDOT Pro g ra mme d Pro je c t Vie we r. 

sc d o t.ma p s.a rc g is.c o m/ a p p s/ Ma p Se rie s/ ind e x.html? a p p id =c a 1c d 69fc 88

945f4b b 465e 16765d 761c . Ac c e sse d  24 July 2025. 

“SO UTH CARO LINA STATEWIDE RAIL PLAN.”  So uth Ca ro lina  De pa rtme nt o f 

Tra nsp o rta tio n, 2020, www.sc d o t.o rg / tra ve l/ fre ig ht-ra il.html. 

“ So uth Ca ro lina  Truc king  Asso c ia tio n.”  Http s://Www.sc truc king .o rg . Ac c e sse d  6 

Ma r. 2026. 

“ Sta tus o f the  Hig hwa y Trust Fund  | Fe d e ra l Hig hwa y Ad ministra tio n.”  Unite d 

Sta te s De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n, 2024, 

www.fhwa .d o t.g o v/ hig hwa ytrustfund / # b . 

STIP Sta te wide  Tra nspo rta tio n Imp ro ve me nt Pro g ra m. So uth Ca ro lina  

De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n, www.sc d o t.o rg / c o nte nt/ d a m/ sc d o t-

le g a c y/ insid e / pd f/ p la nning / Ap p ro ve d -SCDOT%202024-

2033%20STIP%20Fina l.p d f. 
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Appe ndix H

So uth Caro lina  Co de  o f Laws (6-29-510):  (D) A lo c a l c o mp re he nsive  p la n must 

inc lude  . . . (8) a  tra nsp o rta tio n e le me nt tha t c o nside rs tra nspo rta tio n fa c ilitie s, 

inc luding  ma jo r ro ad imp ro ve me nts, ne w ro a d c o nstruc tio n, tra nsit p ro je c ts, 

p e de stria n a nd b ic yc le  p ro je c ts, a nd o the r e le me nts o f a  tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk. 

This e le me nt must b e  de ve lo p e d in c o o rdina tio n with the  la nd use  e le me nt, to  

e nsure  tra nsp o rta tio n e ffic ie nc y fo r e xisting  a nd p la nne d de ve lo p me nt . . .

Ande rson County Roa ds a nd Bridg e s De pa rtme nt

And e rso n Co unty Co mp re he nsive  Sa fe ty Ac tio n Pla n
Bit.ly/ a nd e rso nc o ss4a   
Bit.ly/ And e rso nCo Re c s  

ACOG - Appa la c hia n Counc il of Gove rnme nts

US29 Co rrid o r Stud y
http s:/ / www.us29stud y.c o m/

2045 Lo ng  Ra ng e  Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n

https:/ / www.c ityo fa nd e rso nsc .c o m/ wp-
c o nte nt/ up lo a ds/ 2019/ 10/ ANATS_TIP_21-
27_a p pro ve d .pd f

GPATS – Gre e nville  Pic ke ns Are a  Tra nsporta tion Study

Lo ng  Ra ng e  Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n: 
http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / Pla ns/ LRTP.a sp x

Tra nsp o rta tio n Imp ro ve me nt Pla n: 
http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ 2025-
2034%20TIP%20DOC UMENT%20up d a te d %20 
PM.p d f
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http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ 2035LRTPUp d a te _No v2013_DRAFT_11.6.13.p d f

http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ 2035-LRTP-Fina l-Ra nking -She e ts-
Ro a d wa y.pd f

http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ Atta c hme nt-2.3-2035-LRTP-Ra nke d -
Inte rse c tio ns.p d f

http s:/ / g p a ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ Summa ryRe p o rt.p d f

https:/ / g pa ts.o rg / d o c ume nts/ 2035-LRTP-Pro je c t-Ra nking -Fo rm.pd f

https:/ / g pa ts.o rg / Pla ns/ Ho rizo n2040.a spx

ACATS - Ande rson Cle mson Are a  Tra nsporta tion Study

Inte rim 2045 Lo ng  Ra ng e  Pla n, No ve mb e r 2023 
Up d a te :
https:/ / www.c ityo fa nd e rso nsc .c o m/ wp-
c o nte nt/ up lo a d s/ 2024/ 09/ ACATS-2045_LRTP_d ra ft-
fo r-we b site .pd f

And e rso n Are a  Tra nsp o rta tio n Stud y (ANATS) 
Tra nsp o rta tio n Imp ro ve me nt Pla n FY 2021-2027:  

https:/ / www.sc a c o g .o rg / file s/ file s/ Tra nspo rta tio n/ RPWP%20FY%2022-23(1).pd f
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SCDOT Tra nsporta tion Pla ns  

Mo me ntum 2050: Mo ving  So uth Ca ro lina  Fo rwa rd  
http s:/ / www.sc d o t.o rg / c o nte nt/ d a m/ sc d o t-

le g a c y/ inside / pd f/ p la nning / SCDOT%20Sta te wid e %20Multimo d a l%20Tra nspo rta tio
n%20Pla n%20-%20Ve rsio n%2016.pd f  
 
So uth Ca ro lina  Sta te  Tra nspo rta tio n Impro ve me nt Pla n:   c hro me -
e xte nsio n:/ / e fa idnb mnnnib pc a jpc g lc le findmka j/ https:/ / www.sc do t.o rg / c o nte nt/
d a m/ sc d o t-le g a c y/ insid e / pd f/ p la nning / Appro ve d -SCDOT%202024-
2033%20STIP%20Fina l.pd f 
 
 

 


